What Lawrence OBrlen
Holds Back |n Book Row

By MARQUIS CHILDS #YFP2y, A/ L7

Washmgton, Feb. 16—In all the rehashmg and rehashmo aaam of ‘rhe Kennedy

assassination one of the late PreSIdent‘s principal lieutenants and fmends has been

* silent. Lawrence F. O’Brlen, now Postmaster General, was. fcr nearlv 20 years, throrugh
John F. Kennedy entire political career, a close, loyal . ally

o hetm A -

Although hé has found what

= he considers errors in the serial-

2 jzation of the William - Man-

'_ chester book, “The Death of a

. President,” he has ‘not spoken |:

- out.and is unhkely to until the
‘tull text appears.’

- O’Brien’s recollection of what

happened .on . the . Presidential

xplane when Lyndon - Johnson |
i was taking the oath.as Presi-
r-dent and on the. flight back to}

- Washington is at varlance thh
the Manchester account.

" As he recalls it, the President

) newly sworn in, asked O’Brien

. to sit beside him on one of the

"’ *lounges - in the forward _cabin,
“ He. began by saying ‘that he
“knew how .. totally
* "O'Erien. must  feel.

"t that "O'Brien would .stay - with
hint as he was in great need

- of his help.

;.. The Kennedy leglslatwe pro-
gram was still to be passed by
.. Congress and O’'Brien’s conspic-
uous skill on- Capitol Hill was
‘essential. -
. Kennedy's special ass1stant for
. Congressional relations.

-O'Brien’s answer was that he
would want to- resign, sincé he
" felt he had done his stint in gov-
ernment, ‘yet he, would stay so
“-long as he ‘could ‘be helptul .in

the “first period of adjustment:
‘After the- Kennedy funeral” he'|

bereft :
-But, | the |
“President - went- .on, he hoped’

O'Brien. had -‘been.

came back to the White House, |
took off his formal clothes and
went to work. -

The matter immedxatety in
hand was a bill relating to wheat |
shipments and the removal of re-
strictions hindering the sale of!
what was then a large surplus

With v1rtua11y every piece of

leglslation sent up to the Hilll. )
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smce ‘then O'Brien ‘has had a '
hand. He is an experienced pro |’
who ‘works with_ the quiet dili-
gence of one who knows his job
What astonished him in th
months following his decision {
work “with the new ‘Presidd
was to find that many Kenne/
ites- regarded him as a reneg

Co'ntmued on Pa




+ chosen -him -

The govemment in-exile was |

_ ?;'torming ‘up and among the prin- | Nov
" cipals-in that cabal 1t was. con-{erno

Q'Brien read the. ‘slgns: ot
- | strite and confusior in the partyt_

correctly and stayed out ~-~In'
N —"»ﬁ

* sidered _a- kind, of. treason 'to |elected, Wi

“have gone over. 'to ‘the: Johnson'
int ‘out that he'
" the Presiden t, that Kennedy had |
g as Viee: Presldent,»
jmade no- differen_ T ¢
Cu-While ! “they .aid - not openly'
badger O’Brien, they went after
- meinbers ‘of : his ‘stafl.. An ad-
- ministrative *, . gssistant - ...who:
- went 1o .a. luncheon “session
‘with 'some of -the’ £xiles . was:
-‘roundly deriouncedas- a: turns
~coat who would get short shrift
. Wwhen the rightful ! heirs to pOWw
‘er-were" restored

“fn" August of - 1965 O’Brien:

“~-again sought “to.. resign ‘and}

) reports that he would step: out
+ were - printed The - President”
»?asked lum to be Postmaster

. has dividéd | »his time between
" i~ office in" the’ White  House'
~ and"the overwhelming  job of
_tryi.ng to modemlze the postal,

. Pushing tor automanon, data A
,vpreeessimg and ,other manage- |
- oent tools in _an ‘enterprise. as'|

yast ' as . Genera] . Motors—T700,- :

900’ émployees—he 'soon discov: |
-.ered the inhibitions Imposed by.{
Congress on the one ‘hand and |

'!‘ghe tinlohs’- on the‘ other . in

; O:ntheeve of_ he' ,ngresslon-'_’
L al campaign ‘of last year there:
-'were. rumors ‘that he ‘might re-
'tum to Massachusetts “to " Tun

Leverett

‘I Death’: of:

ite-where the

are two to one in“Tegisi
-over - the Republicans. Edward'
Brooke ‘overwhelmed Endicott §
-Peabody for the’ Senate seat. " 1%

Havlng stayed ‘clear: of:- the
embittered ‘quarrel : over?® “the
‘Manchester. book, O'Brien -can
hardly ‘have been unaware of
the way it has' blurred the: whole
‘Kennedy - plcture. It has made
'them Jook: too ‘eager, t00 grasp:
‘ing, too ‘bént. on keeping all:the|
rewards; themselves, too. concen: |
trated-:on " self-aggrandizement
and: the harvest of the head
lines;: , -

' The’ author and the pubnshers
‘will do exteremly well with ‘The.
esident.” But- for |
'those who ‘1o advance the
‘Kennedy. cause;‘the book:and the
‘emotion it "has ~stirred .up- can-}
only be a cause tor sorrow and
regret RS ik




