TheBook
l of the Century

The most widely discussed and sought-after book of our time,
The Death of a President, is about to be published. It was originally conceived
by the Kennedy family (the bereaved widow in particular) who now
wish they’d never started it.  _; 73, ik fuside Story BY GEORGE SHERMAX
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his year's most cagerly awaited book —
William Manchester’s inside story of the
Kennedy assassination, The Death of a President,
wlﬂbcpubluhﬂdm March — was originally
‘s own idea. Now she wishes
had never thought af it,

~ Although Manchester wrote the book at Mrs.
ly’s request, many things about it, from her
iewpoint, have turned out wrong. She tried tostop
serialization of excerpts from it in “Look™ Mag-
ulnz,whil:hmrhthilwuk,lnda!muunhlppy
‘because the book itsell is being published this year,
'She had wanted 1o withhold publication until five

ymafmrberhmblndidnth,nrmnlnngu
over of the book
bchu:n its author and its sponsors — Mrs, Ken-
nedy and Senator Robert F. Kennedy — and their
advisers have centered on two sore spots, The Ken-
nedys are disturbed by some of Mrs, Kennedy's
personal recollections of the tragedy which Man-
chester has insisted on putting into the book. They
arc also uncasy about the author's treatment
of President Johnson, which may vate the
already sensitive feclings between LBJ and Bobby.

nedy “ Jackie talked freely for ten hours
_;::’m’ A to Manchester about what went
on in Dallas and afterwards,” a
to the suthor friend of the Kennedys says.
"Sh:wnmonnm.l,mddmmd
things that she now regrets having said, but she
assumed that Manchester would be mare discreet
Ihoinmmgm:husbewldhm." %
- W Mﬂﬁmﬂyﬁ sramp of approval
son’his tape Tecorder v was able to pick
fop from JFK's White House aides a wealth of inti-
*m-nd:tul. described bynm:dunrnlhuhndthu
! “doesn’y usually find its way into print."”
“Much of it is rough on Johnson,” the editor
adds. “Perhaps too rough.”

the London “Sunday Times” gave $100,000 for the
British serialization, The Book-of-the-

newspaper
Month Club has paid one of its biggest prices ever
for the meﬁmmﬁ‘f’hw-

against diluting or cutting many things that they
l‘oundobjectiannhh He said it was vital historical
data which couldn’t be tampered with. They had
llkdhmtnwm:acmuplct:uwun:ofthe
ion but what he wrote was much more

When Mr. K dy i h to

wmpktethmwhat:hzyhndharglmedfor"
ished when

é.
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*mwamﬁth:mmbemhlmm Nor did
she realize that she might not be able to maintain
full control over the book after it was written.
“If 1 decide the book should never be published
th:nM!" h will be reimk ‘Iwhil

lh:remnmdmNew qui htcju]yﬁ-umnvneumn
in Hawaii to learn that the book, without her okay,
had been set for publication in 1967 and that the
$650,000 deal had been made with “Look" for maga-
zine serialization. During her absence, the publishers

"nhemuein:gt‘qmm
when he sought her to do a similar
history. “Or if I decide it should be known — I will
decide when it should be published. . .
" Much to Jacqueline Kennedy's chagrin and
frustration, it has not turned out that way at all.
Mrs. Kennedy first decided to have an author-
ized account of the events of the assassination writ-
ten by an author of her choice, with her help and
co-operation, because she felt that such a privileged
book would discourage undesirable writers who
‘were then secking to explore the story of her hus-
jband'’s death. One reputable, nationally known
! she especially wanted to discour-
Thcthuughzdahmkcommgomwhhnn:

| Kennedy wrote the newsman, “I can't bear to think
| of seeing — or of sceing advertised — 2 boak with
that name and subject — one that my children might
see or someane- might mention it to them.”

He's guing ahcad with his boak, but he has
{uundﬂulmydll'n:dwswhlch!\rhxmmdy

approval, picked
Manchester as dm writer of the authorized book
because she admired a biography of President Ken-
nedy that he wrote in 1962, He was not a well-known
author at that time but his book an JFK pleased the
Kennedys — who are notoriously sensitive about
anything printed about them — because it was warm
mdplm:,ndalmmudma‘"mf_ For the

One such sequence in the original ipt,
.which the Kennedys' advisers and the publisher's
editors have tried to tone down, deals with the scene
in the Air Force One plane at the airport in Dallas
when Johnson was nmiaking arrangements to have
himself sworn in as President while the Kennedy
pny was du&ug at the dﬂly in ;ﬂtingjm'l body

to Washi d Mrs,
K:nnu‘ly, wand:rmginmxhcphn:’:h:dmmuﬁn
in gearch of a place to rest, and finding Johnton
‘talking with a lawyer on the telephone about the
proper form aof the Presidential oath.

Another item of conteation is an

| i account af ting in the
i un a mee

!h“ it \‘Vhlt:l'fmu:bcmenfhgpm

[""""" dent and the Vice-President be-

fore the fatal trip to Texas.

ding 1o Manch ‘xmpor: did not

mtmgamd lained b could

mmuplhh, vdzhnulhhheip,ﬂmlhnoflhe
mission — patching up a quarrel between two fac-
:tbns of Texas Democrats. Johnson argued that
’Kmmdyludmmk:mlppeanm:fwthewﬂfm
‘of the party, like it or not.
| The book is said to contain so many hitherto
untold revelations about the events of the assassi-
|nation and the Presidential changeover that one
jeditor who has read it predicts it will produce
[“200 page-one news stories.” “Look” has paid
a reported $650,000 for its magazine rights and

s

it was not a big best seller.
When“ h toak on the amig , both
Mrs. Kennedy and Bobby Kennedy agreed to give
him a free hand in writing the book. He received no
maney from the Kennedys during the two years that
]hﬂwtmmrd:lndmﬂnglndhcmptﬂlmd
| that neither Jacqueline nor Bobby would see the
. manuscript until after it was published,

However, the contents of The Death of a President
were pot really hidden from Mrs. Kennedy or her

sacaurLinge xewneoy: 1 am shocked
that Mr, Manchester would exploit the
emotional state in which I recounted my
recollections to him early in 1o6yg;
and I am equally shacked that
reputable publishers would take
commersial advantage of his fatlure
to keep his word. To the author and
publishers this book will be only
another transient chapter in their work;
but my children and I will have to
live with it for the rest of our lives.”"

Whe gave the Although there is now some dis-

0.K. to publish agreement about whn gave lhe

it this f 4 g
i mngelbebookm“lmk" i

this year was made without Mrs. Kennedy's knowl-
edge, When she heard about it, turmail ensued,
Mrs. Kennedy declared that she had never
wanted the book serialized in a magazine — the
publicity arising from such wide-spread exposure of
its material would be disturbing to hersell and her
children. Furthermore, she wasn’t sure she wanted
the book itself to appear at this time, or at all — and
had the book publishers served with a summons.
But it was too late, though “Look™ Aad made a
ion in an pt to pacify her. Instead of

unknown author, suddenly
bxmtﬁ:mmwmnd ‘
literary figure of our times ‘

hrmhr.r-m—hw, even though they didn't read i
pages, Manchester agreed to submit the book to a
pnndd:hm-dngﬁ-:mdllnd to_consider any
clun;u msgmecl by the panel. The reviewens
many changes (some of which Man-
chuurw:ep:cd] .lndseven.llmpmnreviﬁm
and cuts (which he strongly resisted).
“The Kennedys were surprised to find that Man-
chester was much harder to reason with after the
book was written than they expected him to be,”

one of their friends says, “He took a firm stand

running excerpts from the book in seven issues of the
magazine, as they originally planned, the editars
agreed to limit the serialization to four issues.

The book will be one of the biggest money-
makers of modern times, but both Manchester and
Harper & Row agreed to turn most of the profits
over to the John F. Kennedy Library and political
studies center at Harvard. The author is keeping
onlyespermtofmgmncmdbmkduhpmum

mnchﬂtﬂ'andhnnnﬂldmmngpatmnu.

““At this point, I think Jackie and Bobby would
like to disown all responsibility for the book,” a
friend of theirs said a few weeks ago. “But she
asked Manchester to write it in the first place and,
without their help, it wouldn't have turned out to be
as powerful as it is. This was onc Kennedy project
that got out of the Kennedys cantrol. That’s
something that doesn’t happen often.” (Thz gno)
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In a1l thst was written orf the
bo~X in sdvznce of any publica-
tion thers was nersistent

inu ‘curscy. for example, writing
in This leek sunday Supplement
Jenuary ¢, 1967, well after he
should have known much better,
George Shermsn said,"he (Lisnch-
ester) stiipulsted thet neither
Jacqueline nor Bobby would ses
the manuseript until after b 5
Was published”. This wss a wide-
spread, prepublication myth,

Shermsn =2lso said,"The author is
keepine only 25 percent of zhm
magazine and book club procesds'

The Sherman-This Wes% editorial
judgement is rsflected in the
modest title of his article,
"The Bosk of the Centurym,



tn Cowles' statement,

where there is protense of
noncom ercisl int rest =lone
end crap about "withholding "

what he cslled "this historics
document fros the amsriecan mneo
preople; to do so would smoun®
“0 censership of histroy",

none of this relstes to the

Lo~k s= rialization, for th8g

bo ks was then scheduled for

bo k publication in the hundre

hundreds of thoussnds of copie



