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Manchester Concedes That Kennedy Aides Could

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON

William Manchester conceded
esterday that eyewitnesses to
he swearing-in of Lyndon B.
ohnson as President might
ave been mistaken in report-
ng that no male aides of Presi-
ent Kennedy were present at
he tense ceremony in a crow

airplane ' compartmnet

allas on Nov. 22, 1963,

Mr. Manchester, the
of the controversial
Death of a Presi

aide, standing at Mrs. Kenne-
dy's shoulder. during the oath
taking could also have been
misleading.

scene and a corridor where Ken
was pacing was approximately
three steps,” Mr. Manchester
said, “and there were -
who saw him in al

thgt'is appearing in Look mag-
, the author wrote that
Mr. O'Donnell walked the cor-
ridor “like a caged tiger, his
hands clapped over his ears ag
though to block the ocath” *

An Hour’s Interview

Mr. Manchester discussed his
version of the swearing-in cer-
emony yesterday during an
hour -long television interview
in Washington on the National
Broadcasting Company program
“Meet the Press.” He also made

“The distance between this
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101,

to Senator RObert F, Kenne
who tried to exclse passages
on political matters rather than
thg_ﬁﬂmmuiméﬁi = mse

ews Mr. Manchester described
to some of the material in the
book “all e
and comprised less than 1 per
cent of the manuscript.

gMr, Manchester had turned
down a request by the Kennedy
family to rewrite his account

of President Johnson’s first
Cabinet meeting because he felt

as ‘‘generous_and laudable.” o
gifTs. Kennedy's objections

ohnson and said, “I think when
the Dbook is read, people will

realize that I was and still am
athetic to President
Johnson, 0 1 DEIEV.

e r&jected any suggestion
that he had violated an agree-
ment with the Kennedy family
that called for their approval
of the manuscript and main-
tained that Senator Kennedy,
acting on behalf of Mrs, Ken-
nedy, had “liguidated” a mem-
orandum of understanding on

that to do so ' T

i publication. 1

In discussing the photograph
howing Mr. O'Donnell at Mrs.
ennedy's side, Mr. Manchester
aid that other pictures did not

-
¥

to

manti-

the following points:

(7%

seript.”
%e es £ he
had hostile to President

ow the Kennedy aide to be

V! et ft M’f”

H

ave Been at Swearing In;

the compartment, He indi-jmen, Lawrence E. Spivak,
ted that the closeness of thefhe had been told that the piec-
corridor to the site of the cere-|tures showed five male Kennedy
bides at the oath taking and
ked, if that were true, wheth-
r the author would correct his

mony might

on the scene.

E. O'Donnell's bem’gjgegp_g

Concedes

Under questioning, however,
he agreed that it was possible|
that eyewitnesses could be mis
taken and that
" o5 np f

presumptuo:

have resulted in

Possible Error

it would

be true,

“It's too late to correct the
first edition,” Mr. Manchester
said, adding that although he
jwas highly skeptical about the

report he would correct later
editions if \the story proved to

In blaming Senator Kenne-

Jit
said when he was

L]

€ Yy
asked to discuss 111 passages
that the interviewer said Sena-
tor Kennedy wanted deleted,
Mr. Manchester broke in to

say: as not fhe Senatfar.
It was not the o

en E%rdawer,
Charles Roberts of Newsweek,
rephrased the question to ask
if the author believed that the
Senator was seeking to get po-
litical advantage out of the
book, Mr, Manchester replied:
“I mnever felt that Senator

iy’'s aides for urging cuts in
political material, Mr. Manches-
ter appeared to be retreating

he Senator himself was -
toughton, the official White|kjble i ST
House photographer during the :

Kennedy Administration.

Robert F. Kennedy had that
attitude at all. The difficulty
arose on lower levels when
there were employes who knew
that they would be answerable
to the Kennedys and who were
understandably overzealous in

|

One of the panel of news-[g

their suggestions,”



By"ﬁlndrew J. Glass

Washington Post Btaff Writer

William Manchester defend-
ed himself yesterday against
charges that he had inaccu-
rately portrayed the scene in
which Lyndon B. Johnson was
sworn in as President  after
the assassination of Johu F.
Kennedy.

The author of “The Death
f a President” also said he
id not intend to be eritical
f Mr. Johnson's actions on
ov. 22, 1963, in writing his
ontroversial book.

“We forget how we all were
that day,” he said. “I think the
President behaved well. I
think, if anything, he ought to
have taken over more rapidly
than he did”

Manchester was interviewed
in an hourlong session on
“Meet the Press” (NBC, WRC).

A recently released photo-
graph reveals Kenneth O'Don-
nell, Mr. Kennedy's former
appointments secretary, stand-
ing beside Mrs. Kennedy at
the oathtaking ceremony

board Air Force One. Man-

hester had written that wide-

ngle photographs failed to

eveal the presence of a single

’ ale Kennedy aide at the
e,

In the current issue of
Look, which is serializing the
Manchester book prior to its
April publication, the author
asserted that O'Donnell was

“pacing the corridor outside
[the conference room] like a
caged tiger, his hands
clapped over his ears as
though to block out the oath.”

“Perhaps this”is in error,”

anchester conceded in the
interview. “, . . Ken O'Don-

ell did tell me that he was'

resent at the ceremonies.
he photographs that I saw
id not show him there and
ive people told me that they
aw him in the corridor a few
teps away.”

—_—

Of Inaccura

Lawrence F. O’'Brien, a for-

mer Kennedy aide now serv-

ing as Postmaster General,
also was present at the cere-
mony. He stood behind the

official White House photog-
rapher, Capt. Cecil Stoughton.

Manchester also defended
he use of the word “tong” in
escribing Mr. Johnson’s ses-
jon with his companions on
e eve of the assassination

Dallas, “ .. .'If you con-

t Webster’s Third Interna-|,
onal, it is not a ecriminal

ang,” he said. “It is a group,
club.” |
Webster’s Third ' Interna-

onal Dictionary defines
‘tong,” a word derived from

e Cantonese “t'ong,” mean-

g hall or meetmg place, as
ollows:

“A secret society or fra-
ternal organization, especially
among the Chinese in the U.S.

erl oto 4

wﬁare and Egm
c -
ir Cs.
Manchester also character-
ized himself as “a privileged
ohserver” at the Warren Com-
mission’s hearings on the Ken-
nedy assassination, He 'said
that at the invitation of Chief

Ll

Manchester Repliesto Charges

¢y on SWearing-ln

Justice Earl Warren, he read
the testimony an d
e e as in.
ut Manchester said he de-
clined the Chief Justice’s bid
to read the report on behalf
of the Kennedy family and to
state that it was “acceptable”
to them.

USIA May Put Book
In Libraries Abroad

United Press International
The U.S, information agency
will consider. putting in its
libraries abroad copies of Wil-
liam Manchester’s controver-
sial book on the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy,
it was reported yesterday..
USIA Director Leonard H,
Marks said the decision would
be made after reviewers re-
ceive copies of “The Death of
a President” which some
claim is eritical of President
Johnson.
In a copyrighted interview
in U.S. News & World Report,

* Marks said the Voice of

America and USIA publica-
tions already have carried
summaries of the book’s main
points and news stories of the
controversy between Manches-
ter and the Kennedy family.
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