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The FBI
accused

in ‘battle
of book’

_Evening Standard Reporter: New York, Monday

T'-he Battle of the Book, Death of a President, con-

tinued today with revelations that author William
Manchester not only includes stories about friction
between President Johnson and the late President
Kennedy, but also about factionalism within the secret
seryvice and allegedly negligent FBI agents, Dallas police,

and secret service men.

Manchester defended his bhook
esterday in a' statement in
hich "he said President
ennedy would have *wanted
count: en to know .
%ﬁlah ose terrible da
Ing company execu-
five 'who has a copy of the
manuseript said today that it
contains a number of
of alleged incompetence or
neglect among those who
arded Mr. Eennedy the day
was killed,

Secret Service split

This source, who refused to
permit use his name, said:
“The book also describes sa
split in the Secret Bervice
Which broke out shortly . after
the assassination. Some of the
men were convinced thelir
obligation was to the murdered
president. Others were equally
certain their first duty was to
his ' suecessor.,

“It was one of these Becret
Service groups which ordered

‘Mr. Johnson aboard the Air

Force aeroplane In Dallas where
he was sworn in as President
and then flown, along with the
widow, the bOddy.e of her hus-
band, and presidential aides, to
Washington.”

The New York Times reports
the same source sald the k
Sllezed heptinade of BAT amoout
@l itude agents.
" Manchester names everybody
and he has the quotes to back
it _up,” the spurce added.

The book also reports on the
inability of Robert Kennedy and
Mr. Johnson to communicate
directly with each other.

President Johnson had held
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back from moving into the White
House, but trled to get space
there formerly ocecupied by
President Kennedy's aldes for
his assistants,

‘ Boorishness’

I This was selzed upon by the
flennedy contingent as

= When President John-
son conveyed to Robert Kennedy
that he was planning to address
4 jolnt session of Congress four
days after the assassination, to
show there was no disruption of
Government functioning, another
ment arose. Mr, Kennedy
considered this date far too

soon and an example of
¥ seize T with-

) cern I
Even the questipn of where
President Kennedy should be

Eennedy family wanted: him
home state of
Massachusetts, and some mem-
bers of the Government arcued

in favour of Arlington Nat onal

Cemetery.

The dispute was resolved when
Mrs, Eennedy decided her hus-
band woul have favoured
Arlington.

The source =said the book
shows that “ Mrs. Kennedy made
about 90 per cent of the decisions
about the funeral and behaved
with Incredible eourage.”

A spokesman for Look maga-
zine said today that the editors
of the magazine had decided to
go ahead with publication of the
dirst Instalment on January 10,
«!:_lt_'esplte present efforts to prevent

The New York Times reported
that in Washington, Senator
Edward M, Kennedy charged
that Manchester “now intends
to go ahead in violation of the
word of his agreement, the

irit of his arrangements and
espite the pain he knows it
will give Mrs, Kennedy."”
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