Statements on settlemznt of Harper's suit NYT 1/17
Manchester
"At his news conference llanchester refused to answer questions”

"A close friend of thmxamwtier Mr. ilanchester s=id the suthor hed originslly intended
to turn the taces and 211 the supnortinz documents over to the federsl Archives in
7ashington along with the originsl manuscript”,

He doesn't swen coll lirs. Kennedy that. In his formal statem:nt she is nJacqueline
Kenne dy"

He pretends all this came to pess because not lirs. Xennedy but others read the ms.
llow, he says, "she has studied the full text", whoch is as se f service and dsceptive
as most of his langusge, "and I hevs mede certain alterations 2t her request". He
seys they ars "less than seven pages out of a 700-page book" (even here he can:iot be
% sccurate, for Harper % Row said 654). He slso says that "I should like to obssrve
%'that from the merginal notations on the psge proofs examined by lirs. Zennedy, it now
i appears quite clear she has rsised no real objection to either the taste or acturacy
of the originsl manuscript..." Plepably this is and to his knowledge is false, for she
‘has no way of knowing whether or not much of if%, particularly that psrt desling with
| the ssssssination, is true or felse, sccuraste or inaccurste.X 4nd an abundance of it

it inaccur te, the invention of Mr. “‘enchester's own mind.

e

"Like Jacqueline Kenrnedyl am distressed by flegrant publicity (especially when it
mekes 8 multimillionaire out of him). Like her I chersih my privecy and regret tle
painful notoreity of the psst seversl weeks snd I am avere that on occssion it has
unjustly stung the President of the United Stuotes who hss been the victim of uneuthor-
ﬁ:ized, false and emlicious versions of the manuscript's con?ent" (Lijke "tong" isn't
#“there snd all the other cracks at him, and panchester didn t himself pull the rot-en
cracks sbout the dsnhes in the ¢hite iouse, the lack of Yaiquiris btecsuse they were
popular with the former residen , the slurs sbout the masic palyed in Washing, like
Yellow Rose of Texss, ett, At the end he condescends to try and explain swey what he
considers lrs. Xennedy's sin agsinst him:The cstastrophe was insane. It was the
nigh‘mare of our generstion.Ome cannot 2lways be sensihhbe about it.”
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In his press conference at which he refused to snsver ouastions he added tn this:

?Y“Mr. Manchester nuickly leftbthe press o nference, describing himself as "a very
{ Ty
sick man". o
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Tithout so intsnding, on that s me day Historian illan llevins amde an sn-ropriste
coment:"Imegination, he said, shoul: be one of the charactaristics of good history”,
in the words ol thes Veshington Tost

8 In his ststement he 2lso pretsnds that the tapes sre under his control, that they can ot
{4 be seenn or heard, ever, without his written osrmission, and thast he is having everyhbhing
dpne himself. He fai ls to mention where £11 this stuff will be deposited. TIME

comnented on this provision of the sgreement ss follows (1/20) Manchester agreed to

turn over tapes of Jackie's cendid remerks to him during & ten-hour interview..."

ég Re his pretended solicitude for LB "unjustlt stung”’ by "unsuthorized, f-lse and meliciow
i versionsons o’ the manuscript”, thst in effect blames the as essination of LBJ by ssying
thet the President went to ‘exas at LEJ's insistence.



