ACG3RD REACHED
ONKENNEDY BOOK:
SUIWITHDR WITHDRAWN

Pubhsher and Author Agree
to Changes in Passages.

Offensive to Widow
N diey/hs,

The texts of three statemenis
,on Kennedy book, Page 25.

By DOUGLAS ROBINSON |
The legal battle by Mrs, John
F. Kennedy to prevent ublica- |
tion of the hook, D ath of
a President,” yesterday
when she withdrew her lawsuit
in State Supreme Court. .
The settlement of one of the|
most bitter fights of recent
publishing history came when
the publisher, Harper & Row,
and the author, ‘William Man-
chester, agreed to delete or
modify some ‘of the passages
Mrs. Kennedy considered ob-
jectionable, P
The: dispute touched on the
lives of President Kennedy and
President Johnson and possibly
also on the Presidential ambi-
tions of Senator Robert F. Ken-!
nedy. It ‘also joined together
in legal conflict prominent per-
sons who were friends of long
standing.® ¢ " =
Material in the’ orlgimu Man-
chester manuscript, which deals|
with the'assassination of Presi-
dent Kanned‘y brought = Mrs.
Kennedy"to tears during the
early sta.ges of ‘the argument.
The' pressure may also’ have
a.ffectedt o Ma.nohestefs
haalth. 16- g L T
! 3Oonsent Daccl'ee Slgnaﬁ
'\Ehe end of 'the Iega.l «:ctioﬂ
came - shortly be!one 4:PM,
when State Supreme C‘dﬁﬂ Jus-
tice 'Saul S, Streit signed a con-
sent: decree, ‘clearing the' way
mr publica.tlon cd‘ t.he modiﬂed
book. : o y
"The 'lawsuit'hns been ami-
ca.bly ‘settled,” ithe white-haired
jurist ‘told  hewsmen in his
chambers. “All the parties have
consented to a judgment and
'decree, iwhich- the court has
slgneq ‘and ‘@pproved.”

LA few minutes Jater, forme!

Federal Judge 'Simon' H: “Rif-
Jkind, who represented Mrs. Ken-
nedy in the dispute, was asked
if the agreement was a victory
for the Kennedy family.

‘“I never like to speak '‘in
terms of victory or defeat in a
law case,” Mr. Rifkind said with
a smile. “T'll just say we are
satisfied.” .

Later, a close friend uf Mr.
Manchester noted that neither
Mr. Rifkind mor anyone else
connected ‘with the: Kennedy
had. claimed a vietory,

L "We Wem B.lght' 4 ,

f t's unlike "3' dge ‘Rif-
Kind,” ""he said. "We were right,
and we knew we were right.
The agreement reflects that.”

.|some passages in the book were
:|that they contdined personal
material that would cause her
-|“great and irreparable injury”
tland that her rights had been
violated by Mr.: Manchester's
- pla.ma to have the unhpproved

+ | Continued on Page zs,’ Column 1

DISPUTE SETTLED
“ON KBNNEDY BOOK

=~
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"(}t_)gtlnued From Page 1, Col. 8|

{thanuseript of his book pub-
flished. \
g Within a few hours of the
settlement in Justice Streit's
| eliambers, both Mr. Manchester
@nd representatives of the Ken-
,fledy family held press confer-
;#nces in. which they outlined
t.heir versions of the dispute
A third statement was issued
by Cass Canfield, chairman of
uﬁhe executive eommittee of
arper & ‘Row.

All three ‘parties to the con- |

-ﬁﬁ however,~issued a joint
- statement in the State Supreme
wlourt Building in Foley Square.
s read

dele&d Lo::m; modified by
agregm .of \all ' the
pties. ~“Therefore, Mrs. Ken-
dy  terminated her lawsuit.
partles agree that the his-
rical 'record has nor. been cen-
sored in any way.:
¥*While ' the “ settlement re-
“girding the book is satisfactory
to%dll concerned, the parties re-
t that the questmns in-dis-

Mrs. Kennedy's objections to

. e~ =

e

e could not have been earlier

Séttled. A number of probiems
arising over a period of several
nths had to be resolved.
arper & Row will, in April,
qulish William Manchester's
. baok, “The Death of a Presi-
dent,” in accordance with ar-
gements made at the out-
MR R . ey
-Del‘.axls _of .the. modification
x,; not made public. But Mr.
Field, in:his statement, said
"’l:hanges that have been

‘flég, lving \a cumulative|
of 33555 seven. pages in a|

.of ‘654 hages of text, have
'_" _tednexth rlr.shistorica] in-|
Merest nor its’ tive power.”
gt O his part, n Manchester
mead a prepared istatement at
‘i Overseas - Press. r(',‘!u’b ‘54
st 40th Etree ‘in' which ‘he
i 1 that “out- -court ' settle-
gaients are ‘often ca.ned ‘com-
way Sesit " It
n this case he sajd

e accurate description Would
8443 resolution

wfm wore 'a
e clip of; the
s¥t made famaus. ‘by President
enhedy, declined 'to' @ answer
estions after reading his pre-
ed statement: He left: almust
nediately after, ' completing
remarks, descrihing himself
& “very ‘sick man” who was
nder doctor's orders.
> He spent two weeks in a hos-

al in Connecticut' during the
SWerotiations, sufferlng from
sspneumonia.

M, Manahestu, in his state-

nt, taok exceptmn to a state-

! nt issued by Mrs:, Kennedy's

- '"f te last month. that described

ariions of the book as "taate-

d ‘distorteédt - -
dgmen

«- fudgment, - th
washased on 1aplarted frag-
its which had ‘been read to
q&sociates

smﬂ.y. at'a preas briefing
ind's office at 575
scm Avenue, issued a his-
5 w. the book had been

tow Mr. Manchester to be the
WAlE  author interview Mrs.
el ‘edy a.‘bou the tragedy in

"—ttending' the bnefing on be-
f- of Mrs.- Kennedy 'were
lard N. Goodwin, a former
stant to President Kennedy;
oln Seigenthaler, editor of The
makiahville. Tennessean, and HEd-
ATy 0. Guthman, national news
for .of . The Los Angele.s
o nes
..J.‘:Q' 1 three men had read the
giginal manuscript on behalf ef )
_4 Kennedy. . .. |
Esc-1though the tiu'ee discussed
k) -nature of \the controversy,
\—A asked not to be quoted by

«-.e) e the ‘spokesmen said
- 40 "‘in retrospect, the whole
sement. to have this book
' a mistake”

A 1064; however, it seemed




lter Mrs. Kennedy's state-
nts on the matter of whether
rhook was “tasteless” and
jald the family would have no
ather  comment on the sub-
V< I g3 1
w3, Earnings Estimated
ine Kennedy spokesman said
at. Mr.. Manchester might
ET4lke $2.75-million from publi-
on of the work. He broke

erback rights, which were
Bnld to Dell Books for $1-mil-
B8t 1$650,000 from Look mag-
ine, which is serializing the
Hole; '$250,000 from The Book-

i

fothe-Month  Club; . $150,000

fom foreign rights. -
Weynder. the agreement, all

%es ‘of the origina] manus-|.

t will - be destroyed within
days, .with. the exception of
icopy.each to -be kept by
Barper ‘& Row and Mrs.
-7'5 edy and two copies to be
ept| by Mr. Manchester.
@i ‘addition, Mr, Manchester
pgreed to safeguard all source
mterial gathered during pre-
ation of the book and to re-
.o Mrs. Kennedy all letters

$*a personal nature. e
e.10 hours of taped conve

1, .0 ctieﬂel‘aiy the author

| Mrs. ‘Kennedy will be re-

d ta herito be placed under

rary in Cambridge, Mass.
Mueh of the materia] objected
by N;;s_'g{emedy was con-

Jis! said ‘he also had intended
resent ‘the original manu-
to the Government, ' * -
he. 'dg*ime. resolving the dis-
pte continues “in full force
and effect until the expiration

1 hardcover sales, and $200,-

‘the! Kennedy Memorial|

ed in"these recorded inter-|
quaintance of Mr|

author, - William -Manchester,
and the publishers assume com-
plete and sole responsibility.”
_Another point in the agree-
ment would prohibit the pub-
lication of letters from Presi-
dent Johnson to Mrs, Kennedy
or.her children, Caroline and
John, without -the express con-
sent of the President, . . .-

The agreement affects ithe
publishing of a hard cover edi-
tion under the Harper & Row
imprint: and a paperback edi-
tion ‘to be :published at-last a
year later. 7 el

-It ‘was, also understood that
the "dgreement specified :that
Senator .Kennedy waived his
rights . 'in ' a " memorandum
signed by him''and Mr. Man-
chaster on March 26, 1964, The
memorandum prohibited publi-
cation of the: book until Nov,
22, 1968, five years after the
assassination.

The memorandum also said

| . In reading his prepared state-

book:'

that Mrs. Kennedy  and . the
Senator must approve the text
of the book, and:-that Mr.
‘Manchester could not - dispose
‘of subsidiary rights without the
approval of ‘the Kennedys. .
The decree signed by Justice
Streit bars all America news
media from publishing the ex-
cised ‘parts of - the original
manuscript without thé- con-
sent of Mrs. Kennedy, Mr. Rif-
kind said copies of ‘the decree
would ‘be sent to newspapers
and magazines across the coun-
: No Suits Planned -
‘Later, however, ‘a spokesman
for the Kennedys said that no
member-of the family was con-
‘templating suing if the deletions
were . published in other books;
newspapers or ‘magazines,

ment, Mr. Manchester, who had
a thin ribbon of perspiration on|
his upper .lip, said that Mrs.
Kennedy had relied on friends to/|
read the manuscript because|
those close to her “had hoped tol.
spare her the ordeal.of a full|
reading,” . Pl i
“In retrospect, it seems’ ob-|,
vious. that "had she done so
then—had her authority not|.
been ' delegated to: designated
representatives of the family—
we all would  have ' ‘forgone|'
much anguish,” he said. - |:
. Mr. Manchester said he had|
made ‘“certain alterations” at|
Mrs, Kennedy's Tequest, and
that her 'suggestions covered|;
“less “than 1 per cent of thef
manuscript—that -is, -less than|s
seven pages out of a 700-page|

He added that during the dis-

of 100 years” from the time ‘of
signing. . ey

‘The judgment Also said that
Harper & Row had licensed The
Book-of-the-Month Club to dis-
tribute the book under its im-
print at about the same time
that Harper & Row issued its!
edition, . £ AT
" The . agreement  was nat
made public.. However, it was
understood that each book
printed would contain a pub-
lisher's note stating:

“Harper & Row wishes 'to
make it clear that neither Mrs,
Kennedy nor Senator Robert F,
Kennedy has in'any WAy’ ap+
proved or endorsed the material
appearing in this book. The

cussions with “M¥s, Kennedy,
additional historical matter had
been sBdad, s iq VIS ) 6T
. He stressed.that none of the
deletions “are political in char-
acter” ‘and that the modifica-
tions ' were.'of 'a personal na-
turiii‘."_ri i Tt K i 2 'i1
‘Like 'Jacqueline Kennedy, .
g radilo | by f‘lzﬁ;r:.nt ;‘.’ﬁa-

licity,"” ‘he - said. * her, I
cherish my privacy and regret
the notoriety of the past

several weeks, and I am aware
that on occasion it has unjustly

stung the President of the Unit-
ed States, who has been the vic-
tim of unauthorized, false and
malicious versions of the manu-
seript's contents.” Ao

Mrs, Kennedy hrought suit
against Mr, Manchester, .Har-
per & Row.and Look maga-
zine, published by Cowles Com-
munications, Inc,; last Dec. 18.

Five days later, after inten-
sive talks with representatives
of Look, that part of the dis-
pute was resolved after the

move or modify passages re-
lating to the personal life of
Mrs. Kennedy and her children.
The Look serialization, which
will run to some 60,000 words,
began in the issue of Jan, 9.
The second . installment 'is
scheduled to appear next Tues-
day. ' P | |
During the long dispute, Mr.
Manchester defended his book
by saying that President Ken-
nedy, as a ‘'historian, “would
have wanted his countrymen to
know the truth of those terrible

magazine had agreed to re-

days.”

(nd ~




