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The Kennedys vs. Manchester

~ RFK's WIRE

By WILLIAM H., RUDY

Based on reporfs by Michasl Berlin, Arthur Ber-
nan (in Loa iupulu.l, Barry Cunningham (in Wash-
ington), Rene English (in London), John Garabsdion,
Arthur Greenspan (i Middletown, Conn.), William
Greaves, Kenneth Gross, Peln .Rmiﬂ, Joseph Kahn,
Edward Eotcher, Leonard Kats, Murray Kempion,
Anthony Prissndorf and Marvin Smilon.

THE EARLY spring of 1966, two nawspnp!:nnm.

Edwin O, Guthman and John
reading uneditad coples of 'ThaDcltho.‘IlPrEddent“
at the apreement of Harper & Row editor Evan Thomas
and Robert Kannady, Two writers, Arthur Schiesinger
Jr. end Richard Goodwir, had recaived copies from the
author,

Goodwin, in April made only three suggestions, a
person close to Manthestar recalls. These were to
change the title from
_ was the Secret Service
~ the closing section by five pages, a.nsi dellte one quate
by Jacqueline Kennedy. All were

mendsdcoocwinzmnhehaﬂmmsnueaﬂnm

Hea had told thom he thought “on the whole it was
all right, but there wers some passages that were
maudin and sloppy and there was also this venomous
poriralt of Lyndon Johnson,” they remember.

One of these Invelved recalls: "During the summer,
from May on, drafis were in circulation and Harper's
received sugpestions from a number of sources and
probably feund this irritating and arcund the middle
of September they took the position that they would
listen to suggestions, but would not state whether any

ARTHUR SCHLESINGER JR.

changes wouid be made in the text They said his ariticisms to Manchester, The book, he said,
would use their own h’&zment. which uf’;ummwﬂ' “gxtraordluarily good and potentinlly great” but he

had some objections,

Amusmmunmmt'%emm
of Kennedy was wrong.”

One of Schlesinger’s objections, the friend says,
was the presentation of the President as “a man who
resents shooting deer and is preoccupled with the
decor of his office and his wiie's clothes” This, he
said, “is not the Kennedy we knew."

& viclation of the contra
Evan Thomas was !ugzuﬁna 1o Manchester other
es. Thomas will nct discusa them ncw beeause
“the relationship between author and editor .
pretty special one”

No editor has falled to have comments about sen-
tences, p:gﬂ? p:sagux;:mch. !l:urehemd out of cons
fextmust of necessity be harmful to the author. We *  gonjasinger suggested: that the book open with an
coulda’t stuy in business If wo did 1t,” he says, account of the “public !nue and por.mnl infighting

‘Thomas wrote hu objections to Slegenthaler and of t.heuuumm of 1963," The

uthman on May 1 The ohjection ano was muie thl
E. “The bonk m e

Eﬂ%f g _symbal nf"ﬂmlnruao!
But chester recalls that Sﬂ:lesm;ermdl.:-
Mﬂmhaﬂu.huld.sumzdmh]emmmmnmg o

turbedhy:mnen!tbﬂnm upm by Slezm
the story into “a magie fairy tals and Thomas, The
“The marvelous Irish politiclan who became one of mesmed as fesling, .mmn Vit inleg-m:y n!
contemporary history.”
“That was the first time T'd known about tmcnts,
gince I'd never secn the edited manuscript"” Man.
chester says. *I called Evan Thomas and told him that
1 couldn’t figure out what Arthur was talking about."

* *
scum plucked from the JULY BEGAN RELATIVEL!

h&.‘."m“w"”mlmt vﬂf‘hmutth:mmrummmd
it the Tact that Mancheale? entire dispute—Boboy Kennady's Jettsr and wire to
Evan Thomas and Bill Man

Jacgueling Kznnedrwuxmmmtdﬂie munth.
She left for Hawali on June 5 and did not return
Jujyﬁ.mdwasymyingnnmlnmm:l-
ithough during llnm her press secretary,

Guinevere, while Black Jack Bouvier's daughter is
somehow deprived of her hard'won stature by being
in

wﬁ'wmbe m";'m it s, &nd there leﬂa'nm;:mu mﬂ manuscript and had some

lood: Man- ggu.'hms or changes,

chester comes across my markings... . WW to gat unhappy, several
* * * wnmmeﬂ:.uhnut the many amendments that were

urged from so many sources. Time and time
AY, ONE CLOSE TO THE SITUATION fagain In conversations ameong the principals, the

met with Manchestar and told him |writer is deseribed ss “sick,” and he had deseribed
of the cuts he had made, and exactly one month Jater
he met in Washington with Slegenthaler and Guth-
man on their suggestions.

Dnea!mwelmﬂndmlﬂzhdhgua!ﬁem
were “‘remariably el

Meanwhile, on Msy 24, Schlesinger had written

that way, 100,
‘To com, te matters, he put the serialization
Tights up for sale. An author generally gets the money
{mmlnlz.md under the memorandum of
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draft. She gave the proposed letter to Kennedy, He
pul it in his pocket and carried it around for four or
five days.

* *

KENNEDY ADVISERS

Cmn= of than told Manchester: "“You shouldn't have
done that" but the author is quoted as replyirg:
"Dmglwnny. I haven't signed any contract, I've pot

“And then he sald; *T need a lotter. Eﬂnnlrlynu
people were going to send me a Jetter, " this
pant recalls “I said, ‘Relax! Don't panie'” You eee.
Manchester began to sound concerned over the phm
“The next day I talked to Bob. T think this

guh:gtubmkduwn. Imldhlm.'manltu tlu:

ennedys.

It was pointed out that the message was sent after
Thomas has conferred with Slegenthaler in Nashville
and Gutham in Los Angeles on resulting in
Mmﬂ:m OK with

* * *
MIEE LAND OF LOOK RECALLS: *, Was
a rodletter day at Look. Our bid won and the

future seemed rosy indeed. No ope ut Look had any
qualmllhautthebockm-uwuymblunmm
Keqnedy family in the future.

This was five days after Jacqueline Kennedy had
returned from Hawali where, apparently, she had
known nothing of the serialization plans. She had
sacne second—and third—thoughts,

Continued Tomorrow,



