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. “Ken said, ‘Get the hell over.
‘we’re getting out of here’.”

In the plane, Brig. Gen. God-
frey McHugh, Kennedy's Air
Force aide, raced to the cockpit
and ordered (the pilot of Air
Force One to start the engines. |

Meanwhile, arrangements had
been made fo administer the

not going . . . until the President
has been sworn.”

McHugh pointed- toward the
rear compartment and said, “I
have only one President and
he's lying back in that cabin.”

This rema'Tk, Manchester
wrote, ended Gen. McHugh's
hopes for another star. McHugh
retired from the Air Force a few

oath of office to Johnson while

the plane was on the ground. Eunths later. SN
Thus, Kilduff countermandedr

McHugh's order.

AFTER somehow passing
each other several times in the
corridor — resulting in orders
and counterorders to the pilot —
McHugh and Kilduff came face
0 face.

The book says Kilduff told
McHugh the plane would not
leave until Johnson had been
sworn in. McHugh mistakenly
replied that Johnson was on the
“backup plane.”

Kilduff retorted, “Then you go
back and tell that 6-foot Texan
he isn’t Lyndon Johnson, We'rel}




