~ Mrs. Kéhnledye Réquest.é “C"an"cellaiibn
- Of Manchester’s Assassination Book

As BOOKS/October” went to press, it woes exciusiveiy lenrned

that Mrs. John F. Kewnedy. had requested Harper & Row to

LQANCEL)pumeﬁon.of Williom. Manchester’s official and, condid

account of her husband’s assassination; “The Death of ‘@ President.”

- Mrs. Kennedy has been quoted as having said, “If /Ndecide the

book_should wever be published -~ then Mr. Manchester will be
- reimbursed for his time.”-Reimbursement $alks have begun.

a-level meeiings have been held at Harpers to determine its ]

response to Mrs Keancdy's rem&tf&@gm%e
Mrs. Kennedy’'s request — the moral issue of censorship, £3.000.000
Tin_interiZtiongl bool and maguzine sales, and futwre relations anith

‘the Kennedy family are at stake -—_it may permit a foreign com-
pany tq U lish & ool ,im;—aeﬁteumwxgmge of the inti-
muate : is. e | . s R e SR
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_ “More shocking”than “Whitewash,”
[+ @n analys's of the Warren Commission

| Report, is “Whitewash IL" says their |
| author, Harold Weisherg. “Whitewash |
- II" reveais who whitewashed the eiri-'|f

; dence . . |



happen and everything does. Visitors to
La Paz are apt to feel that they are at
the end of the world—in an eyrie Shan-
gri-La unbelievably remote.”
_ The New York Times on January 30
confirmed BOOKS/October’s front-page
scoop that the Kennedys had requested
cagncellation o Mliam Manchester's
l “The Death of a Presxdent " On August
10 Robert Kennedy had a advised Harper
& Row, Manichester’s publisher, that “it
| JusTseems to™me-that -rather than
| Struggling with this any longer [conflicts
mth 1 _Manchester] we should take our
| cha.nces with J1m Blshop," who was then
| planning a book on President Kennedy’s
death . . . BOOKS/November also re-
vealed that the Kennedys would public-
ly disavow the Manchester book, which
they now have, and that Mr. Manchester
had withdrawn the book from Harper's
editorial board chairman—he believed
sthat Harper’s was catering to the Ken-
‘nedys—and given it for final editing to a
-lance book editor, who has often
been credited in publishing ecircles with

having rewritten “Peyton Place” for

Grace Métalious. When the free lance
read Look’s editing of his editing, he
ripped off letters to Mrs. Jacqueline
Kennedy, Harper’s, Look, the printer, to
almost everybody—but didn’'t mail them.
He felt that, stylistically, there was no
comparison between what Mr. Manches-
ter had written and what Look had pub-
lished; the subtleties, the nuances, the
rhythm were gone. Mr. Manchester may
.comment on Look's editing when the
fourth and last chapter is pub-
lished at the end of this month . . .
“There’s not a single accurate statement
about the assassination of JFK in the
first two chapters in Look's serialization
of ‘Death,’” says the author of two
analyses of the Warren Report and the
“FBI-Secret Service Cover-up,” Harold
(“Whitewash') Weisberg. Weisberg has
an idea for a folk song, “The Ballad of
Bullet 399.” ... Charles Roberts, the
Newsweek reporter who made the return
flight from Dallas with LBJ, is writ-
ing his book on the assassination.
Harper's had only one major cor-

rection of John Corry's full-page review
of the Kennedy-Manchester battle in
The Times: Harper's always considered
the Manchester manuscript had been re-
leased for publication when Robert Ken-'
nedy, on July 28, sent a telegram to Mr.
Manchester, which read, in part: “...
members of the Kennedy family will

| place no obstacle in the way of publica-

tion of his work.” . . . Harper’s edltonal
chairman, Evan 'I‘homas, took exceptlonl

| to the following paragraph from a New |

York Post article on the Kennedy-Man-
chester battle: “Manchester, distraught!
after a stormy and bitter meeting with

the way back to New York in a chart-
ered plane and was chided by his edi-l.
jtor, ‘Stop acting like an old woman,”:
lthe Post was told.” Mr. Thomas denied:
1havmg said that to his author. i
a,.,qhuk you - can’t- put-down
ebstéi’s Unafraid Dictionary, g
lemm by Leonard Louis Levinso of
5,000, defuﬁuw:ﬁ_gzt-downs eg, “Ger-
trude Stein is the mamma of D&da’ Plie
Excitement is”'mounting at Random

] Bobby Kennedy in Washington, cried all

.House for Ira Levin's April novel, “Rose-

mary’'s Baby,” about the evil' legends
and undefined terror that beset a fan-
tastic old New York aphrtment house
and a newly armved young couple...
John Barth, yeu have been quoted in a
Literary Guild Newsletter as having said
that you have crossed your peak and are
sinking. Would you care to comment?
“Really: I'm getting better every day in
every way. What I suspect is that the
Literary Guild Newsletter may have been
quoting from or paraphrasing one of the
mock ‘editorial letters’ prefatory to
‘Giles Goat-Boy.” But who knows?"” .. .
Leopold Bloom in “Ulysses” was a free-
lance ad salesman: “What were habit-
ually his final meditations? Of some one
sole unique advertisement to cause pas-
sers to stop in wonder, a paster novelty,
with all extraneous accretions excluded,
reduced to its simplest and most efficient
terms not exceeding the span of casual
vision and congruous with the velocity
of‘modem life.” . . . Esquire ducked out
(continued on following page)



