ff TRANSCRIBED DECEMBER 18, 1967.

TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN HAROLD WEISBRERG AND HARV MORGALT,
KCB5 RADIO, O DECEMBER 14, 1967, AT APPROXIMATELY 4:00 ALHM.

RE: MAFIZA CONTRACT

A. -+. you know, it's 4:00 in tha morning so, you know, I _
+«. let me kind of spell this out for you chronologically i
about thrse hours I got a call from the station ... |

. but, er, they got through to thes news room and I just got,

t the naws guy called me afd said that thare was a guy who
urgsntly had to get ahold of me, a man frankly that I knaw
only by telephone conversation before and through a brief
conversation about him with JONW CHRISTIAN, you know. Hs
left a number for me to call, I returned the number and,
er, it sounded important enough in the brief sketch that
he could give me and so I stayed awaks and told him to |
come on out to the house. 8o he's sitting right hare with !
me now. I hate to sound cloak and daggerish or anything.

Q. That's alright. §

A. you know, all with no connection. But |
he was so much concsrned about this knowing through the |
programs and through interast in this !
And thwugh his connection with HILL, the story is -—- I'll {
fill you in a little more in a minute -- at 1:00

yesterday morning, that is Wednesday, 1:00 A.M., you know,
past Tuesday midnight?

Q. Yeah.

A. Thera was a meeting hsld here in San Francisco in the 500 i
block of Washington Street.

Q. Washington?

A Washington Street, yeah. Can't get a spacific address
yst, all we know is it's che 500 block of Washington Strsst.
It, it was supposedly, as much as I can get now, thrae or
possibly four high Mafia people involved in ths meeting.
One, at least, locally, whoever it is -- and San Francisco
is not a town, you know, that has a notsd Mafia heaadquartex
ona of the few that hasn't -- but whoever the large guy 1is
here and I‘don't, since this is ths middle of the night, I
don't, I don't have my files hare so I don't know who it
is, he was apparsntly among them with some others from ouk
of town and the story which this man has, which he considens
from excellant authority, and although he's sitting right
hzrz, I'll say don't know him well enough to say for surﬁ
that he, he is urg-fire authority. i
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0. Yeah.

A, But, er, ths story is anyway, thak, er, at that msating a
contract was lst for Garrison. And the person left today
apparently for New Orleans. This is only skatchy and

there're so manv holes invzlwvad "d the possibility sxists,|
i

er, this cuy's informant, = 737 Z, xnows the nama of ths
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guy who got the contract. So, he's scarsd to dsath to giv
it bzcauss if ik, you know, screws up in any way, this guy
will know that he's the only, ar, you know, that he gave
it out. .

Right.

So I can't get it immediately but the possibility exists
in getting it the next day or so but I'm afraid that
might be too damned late, you know.

Right. What you did was bast, but also try.

Yaah, Here's something that may be filled in that
cartainly Garrison with his, er, does Garrison have any
contact at all with HAL LIPSETT here in town? Do you know
HAL LIPSETT?

No.

He's a, a private investigator who, who has some
notoriesty to a great deal of work with bugging davices
and all sorts of devious things, er, frankly, typically
unsecrupulous, but very successful, private investigator
here in San Francisco.

Yeah. I don't know.

If he has, if Mr. Garrison has any ontact at all with him
LIPSETT may have some information as to who these people
were in town at this meeting. I don't know that for sure,
it's just a possibility. Surely, Garrison must know
someone hera. I do know that the Mafia is a, at least
kept under surveillance by the FBI pretty aware of their
movemants, aren't they?

I don't know. I supposa they are.

Somekody said they're aware of their movemants. If a
couple of them show up in town, you know...

Yes.

So, it might be, it might be possible to find out who thay
ware, you could get some names to fill in those blanks,
and, er, who this character was who supposedly got the
conkrack. .

Yes, HARV,

Now I had somes hezsitancy in ealling about this.

Oh, no, I'm glad you did.

I don't think it's worth taking a chance, even it is a
ong in a hundred chanca,

Right. Right, I'm glad you callad. HARV?
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Yeah,
Would you do another thing?
What's that?

Interview that guy on taps right away, in detail, and on
tape?

He won't do it.
He won't?
No. You know the voics Print thing?

Alright, then as soon as you get a moment by yourseslf, mak%
& complets racording of thes entirs thing yourself, by
yourself with all the details that you possibly have been
able to giva me.

I frankly considersd that, in fact, sitting in back of the
man right now is a, my brisf case tape recorder and 1
briefly considered just having that laying around when he
came in so I could call back operate thalt
way.

No, I, no, no, I don't mean that.

Ysah.

I mean just so all the datails, just so you would hava a
racording...

Yaah, yszah.

At this tims of the morning you're not going to sit down
and type it all up.

No, no, no.

That's what I mean. vYou understand?

Yeah, absolutsly.

I don't think ha'd have any objections to that. vYou might
even tell him what you're going to do.

Yeah.

I think it, it will benafit everybody involved, HARV,
Yeah, L&t me see, I'm thinking, is thers anything that 1
left out?  What? (Pause)

That thers was probably a preliminary mesting in the last
faw days prior to this, ¥ou know, final meseting at which

the contract was datarmined.

In the past thrza or four days, ycu say?

Yzah, yeah. I guess that would, with all the things
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Q.

togsther, I guess that would constituta a negotiating
period and then tha confirmation cams at this mzszting
at 1:00 Wednssday morning.

Does hes have an idea of who is rasponsible for it, who
wants to hava it done?

Apparently, the, the exact words he usad was "very high
Mafia". It was their idea.

Yesah.

They're doing it for themselvas. (inaudible conversation
betwsen EARV MORGAN and “informant). Hs doesn't know.

I beg your pardon.

He'll try to find out.

Very good. He will kesp in touch with you, HARV?
Pardon? |

He will keep in touch witﬁ?

¥Yeah, but in the meantime, I thought I'd call you and tell
you, I don't know but I thought you could immediately get
to Garrison for whatesver, he wants to laugh about it or...

Let him do the laughing, I won'kt.

¥eah. But he can, er, I'm sure hs must have contact with
BALLI or who here in San Francisco that he can do some
checking on who thess people were and any a speculation
on who the contractee might be.

Right.

Cause the 500 block of Washington does narrow it down
somewhat. Now this is a strest, er, of pretty much, er,
small apartment type, in other words, threes story houses
that back in the old days used to bes homes but now thay're
apartment houses, you know.

Yeah.

¥You never know (inaudible) Just one sescond. And the
guy that this man got his information from is a psrsonal
acquaintance of the guy who's in charge of tha Mafia heare
in San Francisco,

Yeah.

And that's about as much as T know now. Ws'wve bzan
talking here for akeout an hour. T wantad to gat as much
as I could and then halfway convincs mysalf and se= what
will develop in thes next couple days.

Right. I'm glad to know that. Very glad to know that.
Did you call my wife to find out whers I am?
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¥zah, yeah. I talksd to her a few minutss and shez ssamed
wide awake. I don't know how she doss it.

(laughter) How's yours?

Oh, she's sound aslsap upstairs, and the baby. Just gresz
just grsat. Oh, you wouldn't rscognize him since you wer
here.

He's a marvelous boy.

Not only that. He's grown a couple of inches already.
I'll be out theée in February, HARV.

You're coming back in Fébruary?

Yeaah.

Hope you take the sama toom.

I'1ll be looking for it.

Okay. Could you do this? When will you see Garrison in
the morning?

I don't know. But I will take care of this as soon as I
can, belisve m=.

When you get to him and get his reaction, or maybe he
already has some, er, some information from his own
sources on this, could you give me a buzz back and let me
know what the (1) reaction (2) attitude, (3) his own
private information was, or how ha intends immediately
to find out.

HARV, I'll tell you, I think that with the conditions of
the phones the way they are, it might ks unwise.

Oh, yeah? <You mean your phone there in your room?

No, any phone that I might have access to or you might
bacause we'va besen talking on both my home phone and
this one.

Why don't you eall me on a pay phone to the station?
That's possibla.

Alright, if you do call, could you makes it between say
2:00 and 5:00 my time tomorrow, which would bs between,
what time do you havs now? .

I've gotk five minutss to six.

Yszh, two hours diffsrence, so that would be bstwsan noon
and 2:00 your tims.

Right,
If possikla, you Xnow. AaAnd from a pay phone to my office

phone should be fairly safs. 1'd.liks to know, you kaow,
somathing zbout what ths reaction is on that end.
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Q.

A.

0.

s

Right. Can you also do this? Is thers anybody out thers
that you might want to talk to? ) :

No, but what I was trying to maks out was, you sas, I
havan't unfortunately, you know, bzsn established nhers as
I was in Cleveland but I had a coupls of guys with tha
FBI that I could get stuff like this from. I don't know
the first guy that I could trust with the FBI and say who,
who was in town last Tussday from the Mafia that probably
is not in town, you know. :

Well, could you talk to BELLI yoursslf?

I could talk to BELLI, But, exr, er, how could he, does he
have any other with the FBI?

I deon't know about the FBI, I'm thinking about other
sources.

I thought that if Mr. Garrison, you know, was out here
with BELLI and all, wsll, probably Garrison could get
mora from BELLI can I could on this, you know?

Yeah, I, he, er, he would not likely want to talk about
this by phone, unless he could find a phone that hs is
absolutaly cesrtain of.

Yeah.

And he might not trust BELLI's phone for other reasons.
Because of the kind of litigations hs...

maybs I could arrangs just
to have coffee with him or somsthing, then thars won't
be a phonz involved then.

I think that -- that's exactly what I had in mind.

Besides BELLI, who might I...

That's what I was asking you, I don't know who is who out
there. 1Is there any safe psrson in the Polica Dzpartment?

Yeah, there is, a couple of goal guys on thes Police
Department but I, but they're in the, you know, wrong
branches, wrong departments for this specificthing. But
mayba they could put me in contact...

That's what I had in mind,

Yeah. Let mz explora it tomorrow.

Please do, HARV. His offics phone, in case something
develops and you want me ko call you back on anothar
phone...

wWhosa, Garrison's?

Yeah. During the course of the day I can always bz

raached there. it's 822...

What is it again?

b




2414,

Okay.

And if you just, say, er, give a message saying that you
want me to call you, er, just say you have a message from
HARV, HARV wants you to call him .

okay.

And TI'll understand.

Good enough,

His office phona is véry private, I mean very puﬁlic.
Ckay, so you wouldn't talk on that phona but I can...
About this, unless it's urgant, I would not.

Yeah.

I would then call you back réverse and I would know I would
get nobody but you.

Okay, just one mora sacond (pausa — inaudible conversation)|.
You know, JONN's movad, and he hasn't got a new phons yet
and we were trying to get ahold of him by Christmas,
(inaudibla)

Yes, he may know somebody.
Yeah,

I haven't hsard from him. Of course, I may have. I think
Flo said there was a note from him. She said he was ill.
That's right, she did say. His wife is, as you know,

- Well, that seems to ba under control. T mesan
the prospects for that seem to bs okay.

Yeah, yeah, after the operation, yaah.
Yes.
Well, that's about it and I wish it waren't so skstchy.

Well, I think ths important thing you'vs told me, HARV, and
that's of the exisztzncz of it and that it apparsntly is
undarway nov., My undsrstanding was that after thies
happenzd, and this you'rs not sire of, that the man left
for Nsw Orlszans today. i

He lsft for New Orléans today.

Yas.

S0, you know, whather this is planned over a period of tims
or going to bas right away or, if thers's. any, anything to
it =t 211, T den'k know.
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Do you think the man is from San Francisco?

(Pause -~ inaudikle conversation)

There again is scmething we'll have to find out tomorrow
or the next day.

Does hs think he might ba able ko get the identity?
Yeah.Probably, maybe.

That could be important.s

Yeah. As you can ses is the most important thing, this
guy, as . you can derstand, you know, if anything screws

up and he gats out, the guy will be aiming for him.

If it gets out, vhich it doesn't have to, it certainly won'
get out down heara.

Yeah. Yeah, I know. But he dozsn't know me well enough
to take my assurance for the fact that it won't get out
and since I'm two removed from the man who knows the nams
he certainly has no reason to take my word for it.

Yeah. Is the man from San Francisco who has thz contract

This, this, this gzntleman hers with me doesn't know, the
other guy does.

Yes. I'm looking for cluss, you know.

Yeah, yeah.

And I'm sure you've exhausted all of this.

Yeah, yeah. I have.

well, thank you very much, HARV, Thank you very much.
Let me know as soon as you possibly can.

If I have, if I have anything at all to tall you, HARYV,
and I can find a safe way of doing it, I certainly will.

Okay, now.
HARV, will you please also thank him?
Will do.

It's a very important thiné that he had done and I think
ha should know that I apprsciaks it .

Wall, lat me gzt him on for a second.

Right.
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CONVERSATION ZETWERN HAROLD WEISBERG AND INFTORMANT :

Country, too,

in, er, er, Seaeing things go well there.

@specially the name of the man,

P Right, I understand that,

0. Yes,

F. 1l da everything possible to gat the information
(inaudibls)

and yet I can't compromise my source's position.

description, anything at all.

AL Yes. Well, 1'l1 kry.

Q. Right.

A, It was nice talking to you.

0. Same here. And again, thank you very, very much.
Okay.
Okay. ILet me Say good night ko HARV,
Yes.

ROLD WEISEERG AND HARY MORGAN =

AL HAROLD?

Q. I jugt wanted to thank you again,

A Oki= doke, Now keep in touch.

Q. wWill do,

AL Okay, HAROLD,

Q. Bye. '

L Bye-by=.

A ¥=5, hallo.
F. Hzllo, I want to thank ¥ou very, very much for whak you'vs
dons. You've dons =n important thing, I think, for your

P. I'm aware of that Possibility because I'm quits interested

0. Yes, Well, I do want to thank you. And if thare's any~-
thing else you can find out, ik will be handled vary

carafully as I'm sure you are sure, as I'm sure you know.
Any other thing that you can 2dq could ba very important,

0. Correct. and if you can't get a name, if you could get a




