5/20/94
dJear lir, “iles,

Thanks Tor Four letbers The short answer to your question is that I do not bulicve
Lloyd Jovers' storg snd 1 haMe no ides why he has o4d those thingo.

Please excuse iy typing. 2% 01, unwell and it ecamnot b any better.

ATter my bonl: on the King: agsassination was publiched L bocamo Ray's investiga—
tory wipnids T conducted the investigation for tho habeas corpus petition and when that
cueecedad, based on it invostipntion, L conducted tho investigatfon for the two
vecks of }s(lidcentia:r:},r hearing in H‘ enphis that was to determine whother Ray got a trial.

The approach was wine, the lauyers agreed with it, and I -produced the witnesses who

in effect exculpnted fay. Judge Haclae in the end hi:ld that mudlt or finocence were not
naterial to what wa: bafore lim. Une of those Ili&tdrviaued was Llewd Jovers. Me is

mong those I used {o prove that Yay's car was not there at the time of +he crime and for
some time before it. lle was anply confirmed by others If produced as witn:sses on thate
In the iunterviews and ag a witness he was calm, unrufﬁled, wntroubled —not at all what
you would qg?éct-or a man vith the kind of involvement he now says he had.

One reason, adi’tional Peason ! do not believe his astory now is that it 1’s refuted
by evidence of whiclh he has no knouledge. There are details of wheich he doesﬁut know
that male hia aLory impossible. and there is mucluwitii which it is too :.ncons:.stent.
mn\ware that a black valtress who'd worked for him has given his atory some confirmation.
I camiot explain that. )

Iis pdace the:u was Jim's Grill. Ray had rented a ro.m in the flophouse the bottom
Ilovors of . \ﬂuch ver2 two businesses, Jowers' and CGuy i.Canipe' %Abcond-hand recqrd store
tle late nomu_ug of the cffime. I did not kuow that Jowers hud give thnt bus:.nes';s up or
had a convenience stove. L e}}g_sc‘f in:} the stories of his cons:.:‘.erable wealth not easy to
believe. I am awvare that #5]5 neu la‘yer got permission to test—fire the alleged Ray rifle.
I have already proven that it vas noet used in the erime so if those tests turn out to be
dependable, and with all tho times: that rifle has been ired since then they may not,
it adds nothing the existing proof presented in federal court.

D hope there is a trial. There should be. Perhaps with less evidence than the federal
Judge had the state court may order a trial. I doubt it but L hope it happens.,

#Br the record for history ijryou sec any stories or hear any more I'll appreciate
lmowing. L de not get the lemphis papofs and no longer have any contacts there. I am also
interested in any nore that surfaces about T@EE Jowers and his astory. Thanks and best

wishes, '
Yarold Weisberg W%
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May 23, 1994

Harold Weisberg
Route 12, 0ld Receiver Road
Frederick, Maryland 21701

RE: Loyd Jowers
Dear Mr. Weisberg:

I have enclosed a book order and I want to personally thank
you for your -investigation and exposure of one of the
greatest lies that the government has ever tried to have us
believe. My view of our governmental agencies will never be
the same.

I noticed that you have written a book on the assassination
of Martin Luther King and I wonder if you are aware of the
allegations that surfaced back in January of this year of a
man who did live in the same town where I live. If not I will
briefly relate the allegations as I understand them.

Loyd Jowers alleges that he hired the man who actually killed
Martin Luther King, obviously not James Earl Ray. In 1968
Jowers owned a grocery store in Memphis across the street
from the motel where King was shot. James Earl Ray lived in
an apartment above his store. These are the few details that
he revealed. It has become a concern of mine because I am
personally acquainted with Mr. Jowers and his family.

Soon after the story broke, Jowers closed down a convience
store that he owned and auctioned off his equipment. Just
recently 1 learned that he had moved from the area. Last week
I talked with Jowers' nephew and he said that he did not know
where his uncle had gone but thought he had moved to escape
media pressure. [ asked if he thought his uncle was telling
the truth and he replied "I wouldn't put it past him". I
don't know what to believe but I am worried about Jowers'
safety.

My gquestion to you is does this sound like the truth or is it
a hoax? Any light you can shed on this matter would be
appreciated.




