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My dear Mr.” President: ",,,\f“ /E’ //

I have refrained from troubling you with the contents of
this letter as long as I posslibly could. But I have finally
decided that a personal letter to you is, in the end, in your
interest and in the country's interest.

I am simply transcribing notes which I set down about two
weeks ago--and which concern, and must concern, any leader of
this country.

I was Lee Oswald's cabinmpate on the 8S MARION LYKES, which
salled from New Orleans to France in September-October, 1959.
I have recently been the subject of surveillance, of harass-

~ ment, of pressure tactics, and possibly of terror tactics.

First, in September, when I was teaching in Japan, some-
one -broke into my house, rifled my papers, but stole nothing.
I returned to the United States shortly thereafter. Back in )
Texas, I was suddenly and improbably the subjlect of a blitz af - 3 .
contacts by telephone from persons wanting to know urgently & e
insistently what I knew or remembered about Oswald. No one hg&
asked me anything about Oswald since the time of the Warren -
Commission investigation twelve years ago. The blitz of calls
came out of the blue. It was highly improbable, and, after
the break-in, I was susplcious. I stalled these people, who
represented two major national publications. Durlng this
Reriod of non-cooperation, I received another surprise, another

first" for me. Two Iranian gentlemen appeared at my froat door. -
My mother's house was up for sale and they were\prospectivo
buyers. A small ad hed been placed in the paper. The Iranians
strode through the rooams in a very cursory, almost arrogant
manner, paced off the front yard, and drove away. The sale of

the house had been discussed on the telephone among famlily; a
small ad had been placed. - Only one other couple showed up to
look at the house. Neither I, nor my mother, who is 63, had

ever recelved a visit from Iranian gentlemen before.

One of the parties which has blitzed me with telephone calls
trying to persuade me to tell them what I know about Oswald, 18
engaged in a very costly project which allows them to locate, '(ﬁ
interview, monitor, and influence every single avallable pergo
who ever knew Lee Oswald--and this, just in advance o
governmeptal investigation by the House Select Qommi

AsgadkBidations. I fi consented, not %o t_sn et vipw,
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but to allow the publication's representative to explain thelr
project to me in person. After a lunch with this researcher,
I was told that 1f I had refused even to meet with him, pressure
was in the offing through two Midland mens Mr. Jim Allison,
publisher of the ultra-conservative Reporter-Telegram, my em-
ployer (out of necessity, and for the moment!), an « George
Bush, Jr. The researcher sald he had asked an acqualntance, &
Mr. Beamis (?7), chairman of the Republican Party in Virginia
and owner of "a string of hotels" in that state, for help in
persuading me to tell what I know about Oswald. After this
revelation, and when I still refused to be interviewed, the
publication's leg-man msde an effort to purchase my knowledge
about Oswald. I refused, and he left.

Shortly thereafter, my mother discovered that her tele~
phone had been tampered with. The casing around the dlaling
apparatus had been pulled out about one~half inch. It was so
obvious as to be grotesque. But we cannot ‘doubt that someone
entered the house at & time when I was at work and my mother

" was away; she returned to the house, however, at an unaccustomed

time.

I have been in anguish for weeks, Mr. President, trying
my best to laugh at my apprehensions and to see these events
as fortultous ones. Experlence, common senss, and loglc
persuade me otherwise. 5o I have been compelled to react
to all this in the form of a statement--and it may shed some
light on the reasons for the intrusions into my life:

Speaking as the man who spent more than two weeks in the
same ship's cabin with Lae Qswald at the time of his 1959
"defection", and speaking as a man who has been the subject
of the above-described tactigs of cowards, I offer the
following considerations to the American people and to
people everywhere:

1. It is CIA and FBI relations with Lee Oswald Lhich have been
covered up since November 22, 1963.

2. It is the CIA and the FBI which have concealed and destroyed
;;é%ence of their relations with Oswald prior to November 22,

3., It is the CIA which has, from the beginning, fabricated or
distorted certain Cuba-Oswald relatlons, and certain Cuba=-
JFK relations, as a smokescreen and decoy to conceal the
CIA-Oswald relatlonship. . .

4. I can testify, and others can testify, that the CIA 414 not
conduct a real investigation of the so-called defector Oswald
in 1959. The OIA has long been concerned about witnesses
who can testify to this oversight on their part.
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5. They did not conduct a real investigation because Mr. Oswald
was a bogus defector.

6. The CIA is concerned lest the knowledge that Oswald was a
fake defector in 1959, linking him to CIA, also 1ink him
with CIA on November 22, 1963. But there 1s an impressive
body of evidence that CIA ugsed--and sbused--Oswald as late
as November, 1963. "

7. It is the OIA-Oswald relation and the -FBI-Oswald relation

) which have necessitated the thlrteen-year cover-up.

8. A necessary conclusion is that OIA and FBI elements in 1963
are suspect in the assassination of John Fltzgerald Kennedy.

9. The assassination of John Kennedy has every appearance of
having been our first American coup d'btat.

Mr. President, as a man, a father, snd a concerned citizen,
I believe that you would act energetically also, if you were 1in
my shoes. I belleve that you should be aware of the fact that
one of your fellow-citizens does not feel that he, his wife and
three children, and his mother, are safe in Midland, Texas.

- I conclude, Mr. President, by assuring you that I have

the most enormous respect for you and the most hope-inspiring
indications of your good will, as of your rare ablility to lead
the nation. Without flattery, you are quite simply $ke political
light of this period in history. God be with you.

I apologize for the crude and, doubtless, offensive tone
of this letter. ‘

Sincerely,
. B Jord
et | padM
. DA BATYLord
‘2403 Holloway ,I - P LL‘, ,T.a E" Lseo
Midland, Texas 79701 |
(915) 68-44537
F!\‘ 4 f.' r
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JAILLY_JOB{LORD, Wmﬂm.

assigned to the 86Zad Combat Defense Squadrom, (CEJS) Minot
, Air Yorce Base, rural Mimot, Norih Dakota, advised as follows:
Ne entered the United States Air Force om Septeamber
28, 1962, at Amarillo, Texas, and has beea assigned to the Mimot
Air Force Base, rural Mimot, simce December 16, 1962. His home
of record is 2403 Hall '

In the Spriag of 1959, he graduated from the Midlaad
High School, Midland, Texas, and im the Fall of 1959, teaveled
to Zrance, where he intended to eanter a lamguage school to ob-
taiz 2 major ia Laaguage aad Literature.

- . . s
.Be 2irst met LER HARVEY OSVWALD when he departed from

New. Orleans, louisiana, the latter part of September, 1959,
aboard the S8 Marion Lykes, a freighter. OSWALD occupied the
same cabin as LORD enroute to France. He recalled observing
OSWALD’s passport and visa and moting the name LER HARVEY OSWALDC)
on this passport. However, he was uaable to recall at this tm?_‘
PSVWALD s destimation as reflected on the visa attached to the
passport{. He did recall that the freighter stopped at only two
ports, Lace Palisse, France, and a port im_Englagd, and that

- OSWALD did not disembark: at Lace Palisse, France.

L]
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Ia addition to himself and OSWALD, there were oaly
other passengers om the freighter, namely; a retired U. S. Army
major and his wife, names unrecalled, wvho he believed were from

the State of Florida. He vaguely recalled they were traveling
to either Irelaad or Scotlaad. S

o Durimg the éentire trip he actually had very little c
vorsatioa with OSWALD, as OSWALD was a very cymical, surly, ua
friendly type of individual who obviously did not desire to -
associate or engage il‘,etunnnt:lou with his fellow passengers.

. Om the first day of the trip, OSWALD did emgage im a o~
very limited amount of conversatiom. He recalled OSWALD told Ny
him that he imtended to vacatioa im Rurope, with no speciiic w»C

_area in Bu-ope bsaing mentioned. He further recalled OSWALD sayimg—

P e Ninot Air Force Base, A .
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that ho might poui.bly attend some unknown school ia 8v1turhnd
OSWALD at no time indicated that he had amy intention of going to
Russia. He never had any reason to believe OSWALD could be an
agent of any foreign govornunt or that he was inclined towards
Communisa. .

‘He advised OSWALD novor discussed his background with
him other than to state that he was from New Orleans, Louisiana,
and was just recently discharged from the U. 8. Marines. OSWALD
stated that his mother lived in Fort Worth, Texas, and was employed
iz a drug store in Fort Worth. OSWALD seemed very bitter of the
economic conditions of his mother. OSWALD however, did not commenat
on the economic conditions in the,K United States or d:lscuu any
political:- views.

: He recalled that although OSWALD never specifically
stated he was an atheist, he gave this impression, stating

on Oone occasion "that only matter existed and everything came
from matter." OSWALD appeared to be somewhat of an intellect,
Javing above average intelligence, but did ‘not appear to do any
reading ,aboard ship. OSWALD did not appoar to-be a violent or a
fanatic 1nd1v:|.duu1.

* The ﬂrlt time he actnn.ny knew that OSWALD had traveled
to Russia was when he¢ was in receipt of a newspaper clipping from
his mother, Mrs. LELA K. LORD, 2403 Halloway, Midland, Texas,
in which it was reported in a Fort Yorth, Texas, newspaper LEE
HARVEY OSWALD, 20 year old ex-Marine from Fort Worth, Texas, had .
nienounced his American citizenship and had turned in his Anerican
passport and requested Russian citizenship. He said he believed
l‘tI’:;" article appeared 1- the Fort Vorth newspaper during November,

_ e .
His mother hul rccnllod the name of OSWALD from a letter

he, LORD, had written to his mother upon arriving ia France,

mentioning to her that OSWALD had beeam his roommate on his voyage
over.



- AFFIDAVIT OF BILLY JOE LORD e vt L
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“PRCSIDENT'S COMMISSION WJ e ‘\/ 5
ON THE ABSASSINATION OF .. AFFIDAVI? .
PRESIDENT JOHN, F. KENNEDY . oms : ;
StaTE or Temas, - y : s . ‘
County of Trevis, se: - . coom 4
L Biily Joe Logd, being duly sworn sy ;. .o .
L I am an Airman Third Class in the United States Atr Force, sod I am fn

mmmwummmuumnmm .
Texas, 1 am 22 years old and my parents live at Midland, Texns. : b
2. After graduating from Midland High School ‘in 1038, with the )
m:umumtg!m«mumumdmth
August, 1030, I.made an application for a passport, and

ow

i
!

i
fg:t
izt
i

H

&E é

it

1.8

£ ?

g £8
I HIE
Hsnidl

I
§
}
i
kg
-3
5
i
i
Ei
if
i

Harvey Oswald was already there and moving in. Ve were S0
I had never before seen nor beard of Lee Harvey Oswnld. 3
Harvey Oswald and I shared this cabin for the duration of the-trip te Franes
which wes fourteen days, .
lhmlmmmmuﬂth!hmmuﬂymm - .
the Marines and that be bad worked in some technical fieid while In the Marines. . . S AAD F
He indicated that he was somewhat bitter about the fact that his mother had te i o /
4 drugstore in Fort Worth, Texas, and was baving a difScult time, n.;;-m"“"";,;;,é, i XA

Wl

d that be wonld probably return to the United States to work. He gaveso| o "d: .. -~ .-~ . .
tion of bis ultimate destination, although be said he was going to travei /> = - - ) . -
hlhmpelndmdbly-mdnhoollnlﬂmﬂimﬂhhdmr - SR

Alwo In this first coprervation. we discusitd religion. I do not know , < .
we discnsed religion except that possibly pe noticed that X had a bible,
M4 maintained that be could not see how I could believe Ja God in view
the fact that science had disproved the existence of God, and that there wa,
mmtter. . . "

After the first day, I hardly conversed witlr-Oswald at all. Oswald was }<.-

the

-
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outgoing and neither was 1. e just were not very friendly. : q
G. Besides Oswald and myvweif, there Were two other passengers aboard -
ship. Tbey were a retired U.5. Army Colonel and his wife, Colonel and Mr |
George B. Church, Jr. All four of the passengers generslly ate, thelr meak |.
together In the ships officer’s mess. Oswiald ate most o2 his meals with m. ' |
recall Colonel Church and his wife assoclating very much with Lo

1
2

7. I sbared a closet with Oswald, but I did mot notice anything out of the
ordinary among Oswald's possessions. He did show me either his military
Sdentification card or his passport. - . .

8. Oswaid did not indicate that he might defect to Russia. To the best of
my knowledge, Oswald did not receive any correspondence or comumunications
while aboard the ship, nor did he amotiate with any of the ship’s erew. Owwald
bever mentioned any conthcts or friends in Europe. . .

9. Lee Harvey Oswald appsared to be & normal, bealthy individual, mentaly .. - .
alert, but extrernely cynical in his generul attitnde. LT e
On October §, 1950, our ehip arrived in France, snd I disembarked from the - 3. .. - :

abip. I never saw or heard from him sgxin. It is my recoliectiom that he de ., "
parted from the ehip subsequent to my departure. I had written my mother
sbot sll the pamengers. When Oswald defectsd, ehe sent me & Bewspaper

ta
french ship, Liberty, in June. 1960, I went to France again in
labrhmncdmuon.mmmdnmuumlumt
1 .
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2/728/77

1l - Mr. Peelman
To: B8AC, El1 Paso : 1 - Mr. Giaquinto
Prom: Direstor, FBI (£2-109099)

ASSASSINATION OF JDENT
JOHN PITIGERALD Y -

ALLAS, TEXAS
¢ DALLAS

.

Ehclosed are two copies of a letter and envelope
recheived tro; the compldainant Bill Lord. Also enclosed are
two copies of an FD-302 reflecting an interview with a
Billy Joe Lord on 11/30/63, and two eopies of an affidavit of
a Billy Joe lLord as it appears in the Varren Commission Report. '

: El Paso Division is requested to sontact the
complainant, acknowledge his letter and obtain full detail
regarding any additional information he wishes to provide ‘o=
regarding the allegations set forth in his letter of 2/2/77.
Bureau indices reveal that a Billy Joe Lord was in fact a
cabin mate of Lee Harvey Oswald during a two-week osean voyage

' Itrom New Orleans to Europe which took plaee in 1959.

During the course of your interview with the

complainant, insure that he is advised that any fears he may
. jhave for his personal safety should be referred to the local

If a review of El Paso indices should preclude
interviewing the complainant, set forth your recommendations
for not interviewing him in an sappropriate communication,
however, Af the somplainant 1s interviewed, su the resul

within 21 days. AQh 7 ro__fi_q___Q- O
oW ¢ 2 /=00
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Airtel to SAC, El Paso
Re: Assassination of President John Fitzgerald Kennedy

NOTE: Complainant, in his letter of 2/2/77, indicates that he
was a cabinet mate of Lee Harvey Oswald on an ocean voyage to
Europe in 1959. The complainant was interviewed by our
Minneapolis Division in November, 1963, regarding said voyage
and the complainant additionally filed an affidavit.with the
Warren Commission. At no time did the complainant mention any
of the allegations specifically points one through nine as set
forth in his letter of 2/2/77. This instructs El Paso to
interview the complainant regarding any additional information
he may have and to sulLHM the results.



