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2/26/70
Dear Ckiis,
Your letter of the 23rd reached me fsster than most from New York!
I'm replying tarough Gary agein btecause he is unusually pressed for tims. Thus,
if he is in sccord with whst i say e need not repeat it, if he disagrees, e can
tell you *hat, etc.

In your note to me yocu s8y you have ccancluded all shots were fired from
the Uswald rifle, & single assassin., I disagree on all counts: could not possiblly
heve been & single sssassin, Oswald fired no sho%s, I have no rezson to beliecve
any was then fired from thet rifle.

In your form letter, on the rose tueory, I am sgsin in disngrs~mentg, with
81l but your interpretation of Frazier, which is, substentislly, my own. Therz is,
however, a big diffsrence in our conclusions about how the slits and nick wvere
msde. I sgree, not with e bullet. I remsin of tae opinion there was s wound of
entry in the front, end I am convineced, really certain, ine resr sc-czlled pon-
fatal wound was lower then vou place it, I esnnot now gc into details, but I am
expending writing slresdy done on this ssvect, Please belisve me when I t2ll you
this ie n~w beyond cuestion. I caunot now tell veu how I know,.

Heving just removed about 400 linesr feet of tue mesht ebundant multflopa
roses, whose stems resn to 40-50' and thicknesses to 3", I ajp aware of tue pob tantéal
of the species. Gery is a netnmalidt of some stending wiho mey believe otherwiss.
Having been chewed snd shredded and mengled by toem in various ways, more then
enoush to endow me with s considersble respect for toeir psinful cspebilities, I
ramein nersuaded thay cannot accomplish whet you sttribute %o them. With respect
to thie cnarscter of the tie nick, it is inconsistent with tikis cause. I &m also
intimimetsly femlliar with wast tnorns do to fabric. I have slso raised toses for
their blooms, end heve had succifient exverience with tuem stems 1~ De aatiasfied
they do not cave tie murderous cepebilities attiributed to tnem.

The finding of the autopsy doctors on the d:pth of the resr would is
unworthy of serious considerstion and is susceptible to other and credible expla-
netion, ss + hsve slready done it in werk not prinved.
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195 Clepington Rozd,

Scotland.

February, 1570.

Dear Sir,

You should have received, or will recelve in

. letter enclosing en Anglysis of Zapruder fz&m
in Fovraber, 28 1966 issve of "Life Internationsa
concerned with the wounding of Governor Conna

th the wounding of President Kennedy.
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The zbscence of metal traces at the margins

JPE's shirt and the nick in the knot of his ] c 24 £ar
mnj not have becn caused by a bullet Robert 4o, Frazier, testifying berore
the Varren Conmission on the cxamlpat“on of +he clothes seid "I could not
actually determine from the charact cristics of the nole {in the front of
the shirt) whether or not it was caused by & bullet.® VIt is orisntated
vertically, and the fibres of the clo n are protrudlr rd,thzt 1s,
hzve -been pushed from the inside out. "The nolz in the front of thc

5

shirt does not have the round characteristic shape czused by & round oullet
entering cloth. It is ‘an irresular slit. I+ could have becn caused by &
round bullet, however ‘since the clotn could have torm in & long slitlik
way as the bullet passed through it. But that is not specifi C(llj
characteristic of a bullet nole to the extent t Lat You. uoula say it was to
the exclusion of bc-n~ a piece of bong or soms other itype of projcctile.”
"In each instance for these holes (in the shirt) the one through the button
line and the one through the button hole Tine, the hole anounts to 2 ragpged
slit apvroximately one half inch in heilght."

[

The anterior neck wound wes 3-5mm. in dizmeter, round,
smooth nor ragged edges, blood tending to obscure its outline. Zenind thifjs
youna wao a small regged tear of the trechea on the an C”lO“ AV
sidc. the Parkland doctors this ante r neck wou Q,

o
ths appear&nce of en eniry vound. Subsequently vhc Autous
Warren Conmission concluded that it was an exit wound. -nc wiound
1

characieristic of an exit wound of a bullet of the uyue suhnose&ly causinem
o .

it - 6.5mm. dismeter bullet -~ but one doctor said it m
oy a bullet of this type if the bullet made 1%s exivt

L

. But even in this case, onc would expect meta

a

a

such that it only hed sufficient encrgy to just mske
n
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The force of J#¥ vec!
racr seat of the seconds)
off the rearsest, _ 2 _ to nis
Je on the rear seat, werc o bunch of ol

7y seat .
~rudzr frame shown on P.2L of October, 19 186k L
(the froae number is just beyond f.j}@) it can be seen that the rosss have
moved forwards slichtly from their vrevious position as Jackie s
climb onto thec boot of the car. JFX has fallen down to his left onto the roses.

che car some of the
there were no other
ps

‘At Perklend Hosvitel as JPX was being removed I t
e
e) andirould expect
u

roses thet were caught in his shirt were removed. o]
tecars in the shirt Zapart from ths back wound bullet hol
a

\
the removal of roses caught in cloth to crsate tears - due to the thorns -
this seens to indicate that the tears to shirt and tic were caused by these
roses. Half inch verticasl %tears avwvear to be o little large to huve been
causzed by thorns zlone. On P.12-13 of "Four Days" - the UPI documentation
of the assassination - there is a photo %aken at Love Field at the start of

the motorcade. The photo shows JFK, lrs. Kennedy, and Governor Connally.
3

On the rear seat, situated between J¥K and lrs. Kennedy cen be sein lhe red
and pink roses. Directed upwards, backwards, and towards JFK are the cus

2
stems of the roses; they appcar to ve quite sharply nointed at their ends,
the stems having becn cut obliquely in the normal fashion.

that one dfthese cui stems made the ftears in his tic and
that the nick in the tie was on the left side of the knot v
tears were aprroximately in the midline is in line with tid
Not only %this, it is fcasidple that the.sharp cut enc. of
pierced JFK's throst creating the 3-Sma. nuncture wound DOSS

the small ragred tracheal tear. ~ The sharp end of the stenm would not have
to penetrate very decply %o crsate the tracheal tcar, the wholc obliqu

of the end necd not have entered the skin (and this would cccount Lo

T+ is possible that when JFK fell to his left after the
0o i

3-5ma. round hole as compared with the % inch vertical slit csused DY v
width of +the stem piercing the cloth). Removal of the roses (and stem), &t
Parkland, would have caused the fibres of the cloth of the shirt to be drave
out as noted by Frazier. The wound in the neck would have the similer
anpearance to a puncture wound.

The elignment of the nick in the tie, tears in the shirt, anterior neck
wound, and tracheal tear are consistent with a cut siem having passcd from
D

JFK's left to right.
The Autopsy surgeons, as reported by ¥BI azents ané Scret Service Leents,

found the bullet wound in JFX's shoulder to be less than a finger length in
depth,/




depth, with no bullct in the wound. The 1963 Peonc X-rays
ond photos from the autopsy noted « few tiny metcol the neck.
Thus, it is possible that thc shoulder wound bulley inside the
body or the major portion of it fell out of the body lecaving 2 Lo netal
fragments. The Autopsy surgeons @id not paysically trace the pullet's path
t

hrougl to the anterior neck wound - the path was deduced.

2 point just vrier to £.200
-
1,

of Z A% £,220-5 onwards Jri% be scon e to

& nit. It is almoat certainly a reaciion to the K doces

not reach for his ncck bub in fact reaches for his n in

the scquence of £.222 to £.24) in Hovembver 28, 1966 . International"”,
and the enlarpged frames £.236 and £.202 show this guite distinc 1) Si¥'s
nonds start to fall from his mouth beginning at approximately £.250.

The freme on P.22 of October 15, 1964 iss
{probably £.258) shows JFK's hends heve faller well below hils
hand more so than his left hand; and the kn i
JPK is no%t cluteching his neck or throat.

One con only speculatec or & men's reactlon to being sho
guite feasible that JFK was reacting to & bullet which enter
e

just above the level of the first rib, ebout two inches to the right of his
spine, pierced the strap muscles, brulsed the apex of his ricat lung, end

5
ended up just behind {or perhaps even hitting) the trachez. (Trhis bullet
could then have fallen out of the wound or become lost in the body) «

v

Thus, it is entirely possible, ludicrous thougn it T
thet JPX's anterior neck wound, the trachezl tear, and the tears in the shirt
and tie were caused by one of the sharp ends of the cut stems of the roses
onto vhich JFK fell after being fatally wounded. Tais theory nost adeguately
expleins the nature and alignment of the wounis ané the tears ond also the

EA L 2 2.1

abscence of metal, traces at the margins of %“he tesrs in the cloths

I look forward to hearing your opinion on thils theory.

—— (Er. C.‘Longbottom)




