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Dear Ciris,

I am responding to your letter of 2/23 gdcopanyin? your paper on the
Z fmesmes tar-rugh Gary, who msy disagree with me and who mey not rspest what I say
if it slso represents his belief.

Youx have problams because you pre sresrasted from most of us by disisnce
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seems significant to you. Perhaps, ss e matier of ultimate scholarhip, that msy
be the csse, but I doutt it s of now. I'1ll be interssted in knwoing what reasction,
if any, you get from LIFE.

I think you lsy too uch emphssis on selectlve interpretation of the leaasﬁ
dependable source, eyewltness testimony, end I think you slso interpret 1t to suit
your purposes where other interpretetione eeem no less valid. Example, the repested
asssumption, not alternative sugzested, thet Clint Hi11 turned in raction to the shot.
de mey also heve turned because this is supposed to be putometic with him, He is not
looking where the shot is slleged to have originated (do not forgte Altegns uzed a %
long lenms), Similerly with Connelly's testimony about his turn. He is and was
unsble to dsstinguish how far into the turn he was at the time he was hit.

I bhed to skim tnis in beste, for it is rather long snd 1 do have
1little time. However, scother thing thet sesms to me unwarranted is tne statement
J¥K bed begun to reasct at 223 or snother very close frame. e was by ioen well into
his reacticn. On a relsted subject, you cennot sssume thst reasction is shown only
by movem:nt, With JFK it can be shown by tike end o movement, vy freezing.

: And I did not postulete the front-movement in reaction to s hit from the
rear was at 312. I sm still not convinced the doublt hit was that close to
simulteneous. I feel it was a little before. You sssume the fron source was the
porth grassy knoll snd I do not. There are two, snd it is possible to sgrue the
south the more likely.
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Ars you suggesting JC was eble o hold the het(in his bBend sfter that
wrist was thet badly smesked? If not, when wes it hit?

JC's right should could Lave moved forwards end seeningly downward
beceuse of hls terror zs well &s from Just having been hit, could it not?

Are you certain you ses sll these t.ings ir the printed pictures to be
eble to meke such unecuivocal observations end, indeed, interpretations? If do you
fell you cen, I feel there is not sufficlent elarity for me to Meve done 1t when ¥
iwaxrx estlier dtudied those frames. Cen you be certein you ere not seeing what you
went to see? How netural this is for all of us,

I think the paper is rather longer tben neces:zary for your purposes, wiibh
mekes sdded costs and nroblems for you and presents problems for others with little
time, snd those of us doing serious work, fow ss we are, have very little time.

nnecassary length 1s e lisbility rather then en asset.

You have not persusded me, P,esse let me krow who you do convince. And
in generel, with the hsndicaps you beve, sepesretdon and less time for femilierize-
tion, I do think that before investing this grest smount of time you night well
check with Gary for his estimate of its worth as compared with other projects. Look=-
ing at 1t enother wsy, wita every serious student egreeing Conrally was bit spesrately,

it is reslly that significant thet he was hit et 224 rether tian 227 or 2377



Unfortunstely, I hasve not been up to snuff lately and my mind bss been
deeply rrecccupied with other matters, so I cannot, off the top of my head, come
up immedistely with enother project that really should be undertaken s-mply btecsuse
it never has really been. One of Gery'a sssoclates, for example, hess undertaken a
resl study of Crefard. Thet hes not been done and oes provide the possibilities
of contributing knowledge thst is toth new and significent. Other suspects is ancther.
Other weepons remorted, mtkmrxrar cars reported involved, certsin sreas of tke
radio logs, for example. .

There 42 much work thet can te done without essy access to the Arciives.
Morecver, the rictures sveilatle to you in printed form csnnot bes 2= clesr as tle
Archives slides, which have other adventages besides clerity. Gften there is no
nogeitility of sufficlent megnificstion of the prigted pictures, photoengrsving
acreen precluding it,

Sorry 1've not time for more. But 1 do encourage you to unuerstand that
our stete of knowledge here, where we ar: cleoser tc eedh other, closer to sources
not accessible to you ané usve teen working both longer and more intensively hed
progresseJ farther yxm than you can reeslize and renders redundent :lst may seem
fresh and new to you. We cannot possibly commuricate ell of tils to others. Thus
I think it would be wise for you.to mseek counsel prior to investing large hunks of
time ani 8 fair srount ~f money. Before your next project, ask Gary's advice on
what i1t can ccntribute snd I encoursge you to credit his opinion. e is pretty
well up on what most of us knov sni ar: into., Thus your time znd resources can
be put to the test possible use.

Best regards,

Harold Weisberg



