Ilr, HMichael lictsch, vep. ond ex. editor Harold Weisberg

%4 Beacon St., ey O Hecgin:[!gg-
L St Frecierich, MD 2
Boston, HA 02104 10/2'1/97

Déar I';.r.‘.bief:sntzl'l.

The continuwing scandal about what should be called he Dark Side pf Sy Hersh,
o scandal that may well sell more bouks and malke you more money, reminds me, what
aver became of peer revieus? -

If you had had a competent peer rewiew rnThar tllan assuning that cayone who
worlked Tor Lie *ouse assassins was completely dependable, you'd early on have
knoun of fakery. L refer to llwe asTory thiat seems to have been adapted from the
fabrications of Judith Campbell Exmer; that the Kennedps were behind the EIA's
mafia plot to assassivate Vastro, Nobody who is an authentic expertb}muld. not have
recognized this for the faking it is. I upelosp a record disclosed ‘La/the CIA to
me on it and a copy of the FBI's informing Robert Kennady about the exposure of
it. As you'll see from the CIA's own once-secret record, of which omly ywo copies
were made, that the plot was knoun only teo six high officials of the CIA, flo Kennedy
was privy to it. And onge exposed it was done, forever. Not that the mafig types
ever nade any real effort, (It was of tL\e /Apguat before JFK was lactedqu ﬂ( 14 700

As I remember, I lknew mi,ke iwing as one of a grov.pr ofc’ YT sﬁm
said they vefe interestel in the JFK assassinatione Unce he was on th@ assassins
conmittee I had nothing to do WAth him excepT for a couple of calls from hims I

had nothing to do w:th that committee other than exposze its prejudices, errors
and preconceptions, wit.out ever a single response or denial. They all had to
follow the party line of the general counsel who required them all to sign oaths
of perpetual secrecy to geT and hold their jobs.

In thoaa‘%mple of calls Ewing was hung up on the mafia, a total irrelevancy
in the actualities of that assassination. He then wrote a book for the late
Bud Fensteruald with one of trose mafia allegations in it. Bud paid off the man
who sued over that book.

If you question my cimpetence to make such allegations i‘ alse enclose one
pagz of an FBI filing in one of my many FOIA lawsults against it, I alleged under
path myself, not :‘a an immune lavyer's pleading, that the FBI Iiled perjurious
statemonts in cne of thouse lawsuito. It replied that I could make such allegations
ad infinitim because lknm-: more about the subject than anyone then in its
employ. ney Uk: 3

I also resa=& that of all the subjects available for fooks and of all the
muckraldng that can be done you and Hersh combine to flefame the man who saved
the world £fom inciner.tiong end at the Tisk of his political life began detente.

hoateh"ani 1o Ly Bluedn, Lppgiyed Sinoerely, ’2‘[”1‘1 R
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EKHRUSHCHEV REMEMBERS

enough missiles already to destroy New York, Chicago,

and the other huge industrial cities, not to mention'a"

little village like Washington. I don’t think America
had ever faced such a real threat of destruction as at
that moment. < i

Meanwhile we went about our own business. W
didn’t let ourselves be intimidated. Our ships, with the
remainder of our deliveries to Cuba, headed straight
through an armada of the American navy, but the
Americans didn't try to stop our ships or even check
them. We kept in mind that as long as the United
States limited itself to threatening gestures and didn’t
actually touch us, we could afford to pretend to ignore
the harassment. After all, the United States had no
moral or legal quarrel with us. We hadn't given the
Cubans anything more than the Americans were giving
to their allies. We had the same rights and opportuni-
ties as the Americans, Our conduct in the international
arena was governed by the same rules and limits as
the Americans’, s

We had almost completed our shipments. Asthe
crisis approached the boiling point, the Western press
began to seeth with anger and alarm. We replied
accordingly, although not so hysterically. Our people
were fully informed of the dangerous situation that
had developed, although we took care not to cause
panic by the way we presented the facts.

1 remember a period of six or seven days when the
danger was particularly acute. Seeking to take the heat
off the situation somehow, I suggested to the other
members of the government: “Comrades, let's go t0
the Bolshoi Theater this evening. Our own people:8S
well as foreign eyes will notice, and perhaps it g::
calm them down. They'll say to themselves, ‘If Ehru-
shehev and our other leaders are able to go to the
opera at a time like this, then at least tonight we can
sleep peacefully.’” We were trying to disguise our
own anxiety, which was intense.? . e

3. When the top men in the Kremlin turn up at the Bolshol
Theater in a body, all smiles, it frequently (though not infal~
libly) means that a crisis of some kind is brewing. One of Em
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Then the exchange of notes began. 1 dictated the
messages and conducted the exchange from our side. I
spent one of the most dangerous nights at the Council
¢f Ministers office in the Kremlin. 1 slept on a couch
in my office—and I kept my clothes on. I didn't want
to be like that Western minister who was caught liter-
dly with his pants down by the Suez events of 1956
md who had to run around in his shorts until the
emergency was over [see page 481]. I was ready for
alarming news to come any moment, and I wanted to
be ready to react immediately.

President Kennedy issued an ultimafum, demanding
that we remove our missiles and bombers from Cuba.
I remember those days vividly. I remember the ex-
thange with President Kennedy especially well .rmn
cause I initiated it and was at the center of the action
on our end of the correspondence. 1 take complete
responsibility for the fact that the President and 1
entered into direct contact at the most crucial and
dangerous stage of the crisis.

The climax came after five or six days, when our
ambassador to Washingtoen, Anatoly Dobrynin, re-
ported that the President's brother, Robert Kennedy,
had come to see him on an unofficial visit. Dobrynin's
report went something like this:

“Robert Kennedy looked exhausted. One could see
from his eyes that he had not slept for days. JHe-him- |
self said that he had not been home for six dhys and
nights. “The President is in a grave situation,’ Robert
Kennedy said, ‘and he does not know how to get out |
of it. We are under very severe stress. In fact we are
under pressure from our military to use force against
Cuba. Probably at this very moment the President is
sitting down to write a message to Chairman Khru-
thchey, We want to ask you, Mr. Dobrynin, to pass
President Kennedy's message to Chairman Khrushchev
through unofficial channels. President Kennedy im-
plores Chairman Khrushchev to accept his offer and

best remembered of such occasions was the evening .am?ﬂm
Beria's arrest. Beria himself, of course, was included in the
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to take into consideration the Umnﬂ?mw%mm o.* the % We could see that we had to reorient our position
American system. Even though the President himself ‘Swiftly. “Comrades,” I said, “we have to look for a
is very much against starting a war over muw:o? an | “gionified way out of this conflict. At the same time,
irreversible chain of events QWEE oceur against hig of course, we must make sure that we do not compro-
will. That is why the ﬁnmww&mmﬁ s mﬁﬂmm_.ﬁm. mﬂ.mnﬂw to mise Cuba.” We sent the Americans a note saying that
Chairman Khrushchev for his help in liquidating this we agreed to remove our missiles and bombers on the
conflict. - If the situation continues Ecn.:. longer, the tondition that the President give us his assurance that
President is not sure that the military will not over- § yore would be no invasion of Cuba by the forces of
throw him and mmmwm..voémw. The American army could the United States or anybody_else. Finally Kennedy
t out of control’” ave in and agreed to e a stal ivi
P mmH hadn't overlooked this .ﬁommmg:w. We knew mwﬂ ma mme.manm.mﬂ mak tatement giving us such
Kennedy was a young an.mmgmmdﬁ and the Emm.mmnﬁnq #1 should mention that our side’s policy was, from the
of the United States was indeed threatened. m.OH .mMEm outset, worked out in the collective leadership. It
time we hadl felt there was a danger that the nﬂm_ ent ¥ asn't until after two or three lengthy discussions of
would Iose control of .?m military, maﬁm now he was § u matter that we had decided it was worth the risk
admitting this to us F:ﬁmm”m. W.mubmmu., mm B%M_wmmm ur- ¥ 45 install missiles on. Cuba in the first place. It had
gently repeated the Americans’ deman dﬁ .aém M_M been my feeling that the initial, as well as the subse-
move the missiles and bombers from Cuba. We .no.& quent, decisions should not be forced down anyone'’s
sense from the tone of the message that tension In the § 4ot T had made sure to give the collective leader-

United States was indeed reaching a n.w.cnm_ point.

m.mqm wrote a reply to Kennedy in which we said that shi
we had installed the missiles with the m.o& of defend-
ing Cuba and that we were not pursung any other

ip time for the problem to crystallize in everyone's
mind. T had wanted my comrades to accept and support
the decision with a clear conscience and a full under-

v : . § standing of what the consequences of putting the mis-
aims mxnm.ﬁﬁ to deter ﬂwbmmww,wﬂwbnwﬂ MmMUmeMMaMNmm%ﬂu siles on Cuba might be—namely, war with the United
antee that Cuba could follow 2 ¢ 15 xin Tkl States. Every step we had taken had been carefully
its own people rather than one dictated by some tansidered by the collective.

ﬁmﬂ.%ﬂ.mm we conducted some of this exchange through ““As soon as we announced publicly that we were

: ready to remove our missiles from Cuba, the Ameri-
: inlomaticchannels, the more confidential let- - gl . i
M_MM_MwmwMﬂuo&mMmmﬂo. us &B.Mu:mr the President’s broth- eans became arrogant and insisted on sending an in

brynin his telephone number and asked W&Sd team to the island. We mu.mﬁmnmm.ﬁr.mﬂ they'd
er. He.gave Dobmyr it £8 e ve to get the Cuban government’s permission to do

him to call at any time. Once, when No”cmizﬁmab&ﬂ 4 that. Then the Chinese and American press started
talked with Dobrynin, he was almast erying. Thaved! % hooting and shouting about how Khrushchev had
ceen my children for days now,” Robert Wmﬂdmmu mm_% timed coward and backed down. I won't deny that
“and the President hasn't seen his either. ﬁm.ﬂm, spen we were obliged to make some big concessions in the
ing all day and night at the White House; I don't kno.§ Wterests of peace. We even consented to the inspection
how much longer we can hold out against our- £2% & of our ships—but only from the air. We never let the
p += 4§ Americans actually set foot on our decks, though we

- @.ﬁ.__mﬂ them satisfy themselves that we were really

4. Obvipusly, this is Khrushchev's own version of ..Mrm” ““ nunu._oe..Em our missiles,

reported to him. There is no evidence that the Prasiden s Unce the evacuation was begun, there was some
acting out of fear of a military take-over. 7,#: § Question in our minds whether the Americans would
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