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Hew York Times 2/4/81 y
229 Viest 43 St., < A, 2/ 7%
New Tork, N.Y. 10036 ! ‘M”"m’

Dear Mr. kicDowell, : '

I have just received copies of your review of the Lifton book and that of James
Conaway in the Washington Star. You quote Frofessor Robert Blakey as describing the
boolkk as "just absurd." Rather than condemnation, this is praise. it is much worse.

In turms of scholarship, and carefully and deliberately disguised, there is nothing
of any consequence that can be considered factual that was not published eurlier, for the
most part more than a decade agoe Virtually none of it is credited, to make it apuear
that Lifton is brimdng these well-published facta to light for the first time. Cona=-
way suys, for example, that Lifton "examines every shred of evidence a:Fveral tives over
and at the very least is a conprehensive narrative of assassination fact." He also is
improssed with how good Lif'ton is "with data." Actuslly, he omits fact which disproves
his comuercialized conjectures and he examines no shréd of evidence that is not well
~known and well pﬁblisheda The Dick Daring bit, attributed to the agent's desire, is
designed to mask the unoriginal nature af all but his sick and totally untenable
conjectures.

If among all those so-called experts you report that ilacmillan hired there had been
a sgingle authentic subject expert rather than experts with no subject-matter knowledge,
Macmillan would not have published thie book with all the Hippodriming it engaged in.

There are several key points in the Lifton fabrications that can be examined with
ease, He alleged a conspiracy on Air Force 1, which left the body unattended. All were
at the LBJ swearing in. If you compare those who were at the swearing in with those on
the plane you find a largé'n::mber besides General “c™ugh who were not at the swearing bn.
Notwg mentioned by Lufton, Manbhester's Death o£‘ a President is one source. The official
and published White House pictures are another.

Lifton makes on that the body WAS kidnapped at anddews Field, offloaded on the




opposite zidees Under ilieg lights? With some 3000m witnesse.'_s) none of whom saw it?

411 those spectators on the fence side of the field saw nothing but there was something
to sec?

Essential to his concoctions iz the spiriting of the boéy into the ”éthésda
medrlcal insteMation through the back gate. The most cursory check, which he does not
report, would have disclosed that it was both locked and without a guard to open ite

Then there is all that hanky-panky with the body, alleged, with some fulbling
over minor discrupancies in time. Lifton makes a big deal over the alleged kidnapping

of tue corpse between the time it got to the back door of the hospital, a little af'ter
T:350 pema, and the beginning of the cutting, at 8:00 or 8:15 p.m. But nowhere does he
report the taldng of the X-rays amd those pictures which also had to be taken before

there was any cutting. The regsen is obvious® if Lifton had reported these wellskmown
facts, thnt certain procedures were essential before any alteration of the body, he'd not
have been able to perpetrate this monstrous ﬁke, he'd have had no theory to comnercialize
and his great efforts for all those years would have been expoged as what they are, an
. enormous nothingness.

The record is clear, uncontradicted and uncontradictable: those X~-rays and pictures
were taken, as they had to be, (What kind of forensic expert did iacmillan hire if he
was not aware of this?) Lifton likewise is aware of this.

0f course therc is much more thak is va:w‘#ong about the book. But if any one of
the things I report above 1s*true -~ and they are all true — then a great disservice has
been done the nation and all the justified and legitimate criticism of AQ‘ official
account of the assassination is undermined.’

Lifton's book is indistinguishable from a ppock "black book" becuuse it serves
those ends and only those end§ save for making him a phoney Dick Daring.

Unfortunat<ly, most of the fn'mss d;“mt mélee an effort to obtain independent con-
firmation of such works.

lione of the reasons offered for withholding copies until publication is tenables



The concerns that led to the legal expert are of libel, as Lifton himself complained
to ne.

There was no likelihood of any efi'ort to get an injunction against publication
‘bevause in his wholesale and unjustified defamations Lifton 45 cavetid, %o name’ no
names. (He complained to me about lacmillan's insistence that he remove some and
rephrase parts.)

It was all promotional and nothigg else.

When you were told who had heen offered the book in advance of publication Newsweek
was omitted = apparently because they Man in-house expert who recomnended having
nothing to do with the book.

Az for that Lifton unique "discovery," an obvious error in an FBI report, I first

13h o
read it when I "discovered" that m,f:jﬁ in the spring of 1966, I later publomede the

(a0 Lv% ) t&ﬂ .
entire rocord in facsimile Mt alone in writing about ek alleged surgery long
before Lifton. Zome "discovery" indeed!

Lifton is not without conspiracy theories. He revised them until he could get
published. In 1966 he told me that Brown & Root (budaword for LBJ) had dug tunnels
throughout Dedley Plaza and the shooting was frowm a papier-mache tree. 411 1968 he told
me that the conspirators, LBJ and ﬁean Rusk, met in secret throughout Lexas. (He also
had it with LBJ and allen “ulles.) In December 1966 Eggquire credited him with the
tunnel vision.

I sgree with Vonawny - "Best Evidence is a disturbing book."

Sincerely,

et )

cec: James uon.:mn_v Harold Weisberg
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Perhaps a few of t.v:r‘r:muy exvuples of vifton's goodness with data, as Conaway

sees it, of how he "exawines every shred of e‘u:u.dence J!B\{pral times ovev-, can be

(-

helpfula. »%x

Lif'ton pretond: that the resident's brain was sp:.ritea away during the autopay
and that instead of & stillbord ba.bj on a hospital cart %hat was the disguised hrain
lanchester times the pas.ding of that cart, with the swbom, at before any cutting
began in the morguc an. hence it could not have held any autopsy materials even if it
had come fpom the morgue, as it hadn'4e

To promulggte his case of a shell game with caskets, Lifton makes a big thing of
his raepresentation that there was no corpse of a colone]‘_ for another casket and secks
to supiort this by glieging that the colonel wa: not bu.v:{ed in &rlington, as had been
reporteds To make this apoear to be credible he had an agsociate call Arlington ceémetury
and ask if a colonel had been buried the next day. He claims the response was that nobody
was buried the next day. Inference, the stories werc falses

The falsity is Lifton's. “e fails to inform that the next day was a §aturday

.and that there werc no burials at all at h.rlington on Saturdays.
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N ew Book on John Kennedy Death Quietly Issued

B Blakey, a University of Notre Dmu ,
' B“Jmfmor,saidheanduuuﬂ
that path
ogist and

' BYEDWIN McDOWBI.l.

For several ddys, the Macmillan
Publishing Company has been moving
ﬂowcopiaoianewbmk.“BmEvi-

' about the assassination.of ~ them, hemd.lmtmppmtmur.r_u. z

4 ,
President John F. Kennedy, into stores * tnnnhes
across the country without the pub-~"

they regard as animportant book. ' the book examined for potential factua
The author, David S. Lifton, is a 40- _--errors by in-house counsel, an Gutside
yur-old New Yorker who graduated’*law firm, a forensic and a

from the Cornell University School of - - meurosurgeon, all of whom' the" pub- -
Physics in 1962. He spent
15 y::x&s gating th;ﬂ;a:nﬁnn-  tions are umisual in the ook
tion showed aspects o work to~ ~where-the
21 publishers before Macmillan gave **~factual mmibﬂlvlspdmﬂlv the
him'a $10,000 advance for the book. The ''_author’s: -
study advances a conspiracy '.hmry ".* The compény also” commiSsioned a *
that pullet wounds suffered by Mr. . 22-minute film interview with four of
Kennedy-were concealed by surgery. = the-witnesses quoted in the book, such
According to Robert G. Blakeéy, for.:.ns a" funeral attendant-ambulance
merly chief counsel of the special - driver in Dallas and d Bethesda med}-
House assassinations committee, the -:caltechnician, explaining that Macmil-

th their own fonmic -
doctm-s

Because of the controversial’ nlm
licity that publishers ususlly give to 3 onhebook..mcmil.hn saysithashad

lisher declined to name. Such examina- - *
prcmﬂh:gttﬂmds ;.hnt-~~

The book . cmunds that President
Kmnady.sbodym stolen, that sur-
" gery was performed on his wounds and
thnthnuenwuremm:mdfmmhls

hednunatnywhne.lsemm‘
I'urwhltp\n'pue. Aol g
the measures

rhlsswngollal.{depresmmumfor

c\munnlg_n_-eonhebookbutmr-
n!ly avdds'spudﬁ’cs. Mr, Litewka

mm:hsa tnomo!mem-ol-
the-Hzthlnb of which the book is a
* March featured alternate; the Literary
Guild, and several

Uftonﬂ:eorym"justabsu.rd_"mr hnmtdmmuﬂngaimtmaﬂb'swmmenmmﬂmmmd

puaesreca.nting later.

dlstrlbulednnewhaﬂwnhmxdvance
promotion. Last spring, for example, -
St. Martin’s Press did so in distributing
80,000 copies of “Will: The Autobjogra- .
:phyof G. Gordon Liddy," saying that it.
dldmmmﬁnmﬁnplaof
tbsbooklndto-obnaum

AT

nmanhiglbultmmwdtnbe

Sure We were on Iﬁplpouxm,md

thattooka lotoftime.”. , =, Lo Tl

screaﬂnssnthnlalsnmmdthnm

“This is mot first time a publisher has -y

"Mr. ‘Eitewka insists that.his belief
thauhebnukwﬂlheagoodsellerm‘
not be construed as Macmillan’s en-
dorsement of Mr. Lifton’s conclusions.
““Given the complexity of the subject,”
- he said, “no one can vouch for hun-
- dreds of thousands of facts and connec-
tions, nor can anybody be sure that new
-infulmm won't . come nlm; tn
wu‘ . ,.{»-;. i l.:.t






mmmnhnheu(nmydoum tbennsinldon;‘{hhr bnnedy ByDnvidS. uftun.nmm-n.mm&

2

e LN B >R

" The murder 6!‘ a l:u'e.i:itzlznﬂs‘r wite's' Varms, or the uubsequen:
a:personal as well as an instity- . -photograph; of a.seedy Marxist

tional. disaster. No. American 13-'2 phleteer gunned down i.nth&
-g::nem*of a Dallas ]ai.l. T

outrage, Conspiracy”, became a
aﬁﬂrstheanngthengwsotN h-; lun-fo:".nln'cmhe.:c:nltm-ulm-unl-'f=*r
the facts’ have doggedly; e

*likely  to-forget. the. feelings of c:~t
despair — and doubt— " **€o

22{:1963. Somethi ng,,,v[
monumentally amiss in atmmp&tog;ye-ddia-
try, dnd itwentheyqnﬂthe tf'.-, mitsex!stmca. ‘e assas-
of u’ ‘politician sprawled i sination- of John F. Kennedy’

S I v I - spawned-widespread skepticism,
and a collective feeling of help-"

have been attributed to it, from
Vietnam to the rise of the

America would probably be a -
different glace today had Kenne- -
dy lived. A virulent strain of anti- -
emnbushment feeling already °
éxisted before President Johnson
began to follow advice’ om -
' Southeast Asia that his predw
. sor had resisted. Violent o
tion to the war ushered in Nixon
Watergate led to the atonement
represented by Carter, and his
perceived ineptitude led to the
». accession of a stand-in for:the
.- popular notion. of the American
. hero. But we have not had the
real thing in tha Whitz Huuse
since Kennedy. ::
The usnssinaunn has been

ASSASSINAT

JOHIN EKENNE

'JFK A Shocknig ‘HoW-'D”one' It

5 lessness and anger. Many things.

Beatles. |- g iy el 1k ernment.

'I‘!&JE'J':‘. Gt .

A s

B

kapi anve. j.n part. by noveln

written in quantity about
-it. Pﬁ test of these is Best Evi-

e lfomsicbrlckrmuk-:'
thesis'

::glhmhform
for the revealed of an’
!nd.lvidualobsamion.'l‘heauthor

David Lifton, spent 15 years
thie project, supported by his
"”‘&f’h";?u?;?‘&’f:;?&n"?f
;upon n-
nedy was shotfrom the front.. “I
had not approached the assassina-
tion as a political radical; what
" stuck in my craw was...& gov-
pronouncement -about
- the direction of the fatal shot that
‘flew in the face of the: laws of.
ph)sics. ‘Lipton writes.!- - .}
He is either a parason.of con-
cemed citizenry or a delutled
“ zealot, depending upon one's;
polnt ofm heiscertainly thor-:
_.ough. Best Evidence is a profix’
" “medical thriller that examinesev-.
ery shred of evidence several
times over and serves at the very.
least as a comprehensive narra-

tive of assasamnuon fact and the-

- See JFK, D10

Jlma Camway isa juumausr
ud novelist whose mm tmnt
boat 1Is World’s End. .
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_the ‘autopsy at the Bethesda Hospital- He
red testimony of FBI agents present
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Continued From D-§ =y #iic

ory. Lifton decided that th

O
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e Warren Commission’

was negligent, and that some-members of gov- ..

ernment conspired in the murder of the president
and the illegal transfer of power. Much of his
evidence'is compelling, ~ ="« ; el ke
“Fifton's theory, simply put — thotigh notHing"
isiarrived. at-simply in Best Evidence —-is that™’
Kennedy’s body was surgically altered between
the time it left Pdrkland Haspital in Dallas and

ery of The head area, wgfori:e?ﬁ;%g

. Liftom believes that a buflet and bullet. frag-

i,

ithat the head wound was enlarged and : cal
wounds added to Kennedy's. back, all to
appear that he had been shot.from behind. He
designates a time aboard -Air ‘Force One when
the corpse could have been temoved from the: -
casket, and cites the take-off of a helicopter from
Andrews Air Force Base shortly after casket

JFK: One Moré Conspiracy The

ments were-removed fromthe body, and ‘brain, * ¥ Ao TR ST
ko - Lifton is'net u%oodr th people as he is with
S

R
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. with connivance . in: the. executive:
ch could conceivably have done what Lifton -

contends.. . © oyt Ty ‘ %

data: A eurious'ambiguity surrounds his contacts
with witnesses. Many deny both his findings and
their role in them. The yarious investigators traat
Lifton with what-is apparently deference, but jt
isunclear whether they consider him a brilliant
coeval, or a nut. 1'wondered 'why he did not:

ress his conclusions more forcefully with mem-

— presumably empty — began its journey to the.
hospital by car. . S0ARG el e T T G of the House Select Committee on

i He'tellsof terror and confusion among officials, " tions who never seemed to theif import.
Wf the use of a “decoy” casket, and of two different- " Best Evidence is a “how done it” rathier than
arrivals of the body for-autopsy; once in a-body- *who' done' it.” It is obvious that. members of

bag,-once inf a sheet as it had left Dallas. The
first' time, according 1o & witness, the cranium
was empty; doctors who latér performed the au-
topsy found.tifat the brain did’ not have-to. be'
¢ut loose. Their observations 'about the wounds :
and the extent of damage were:at-odds Wwith!
those of doctors and medical techmici

myself choking up at a.clinical description of-
the lésion in Kenniedy's brain.) The ghoulishness

».acquiescence of the

.the Secret Service would have Had to be involved,
- for they-had possession of'the body and the evi-
_'dence. Anyone who has ever seen the Secret Ser-
vice operate knows of its autonomy, and the

: powerful in its wishes; deter-
- ‘mined agents could have found a few unobserved

_ : cal | sin Dallas. . moments, alone with the casket. If I were the
+ Best Evidence is a disturbing book. (E found™ . pre

president, I would ask-my- attorney .general, or
‘/someone, to assign investigators with subpoena
_ power to look-at Secret Service records, and to

and depravity.of its implications will turn many: . -ask why there occurred, as Lifton contends, a

against what i5 already an outlandish proposition.: 1 shake-up in the agency’s command just prior to

In my opinion, Lifton’s theory is no more implau- -
stble than! the contention that a single-bullet '/
killed the president, severely wounded John Con-
nally and ended up in a pristine condition on &
stretcher in a deserted hos&mLporﬂﬁor., riaf
. The allure, if I may use that word, of Lifton's
theory is that at'a stroke it resolves most of the
contradictory testimony 'of witnesses in,Dallas
and Bethesda, and obviates what has always been -
the primary objection to conspiracy — that it
would have had to involve too many people, in-
cluding members of the Warren CUmmgon. But

‘doubtedly describe our new administration as
 “Pattern One” — accepting of the official Warren

Kennedy's trip to Texas. « . “vw = .
That_is unlikely to happen, Lifton would un-

Commission report and, by implication, the role
of established authority over a dissident group

of doubters; those ‘Who believe in the con-
spiratorial Pattern Two. - =50 -

Pat;;g; One may represent the truth, or an
unconscions desire not to know it. If Oswald acted

‘alone, then Kennedy's death was no one's fault.

That's easier to live with than the altgrnative.
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