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BEST EVIDENCE: Disguise and Deception in the Assassi-
nation of John F. Kennedy. By David S. Lifton. Macmillan,
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THE PLOT TO KILL THE PRESIDENT. By G, Robert Blakey
and Richard N. Billings. Times Books, 428 pp. §14.95 :

S LBy ROBERT SHERRILL

THIS IS WHAT David 8. Lifton asks you to-believe:
President Kennedy was killed by “plotters®—some
people in the executive branch, including members of the
Secret Service—who shot from the front. Then they altered
the evidence, that is, they did surgery on the president’s
head and torso, to make it appear that all shots came from
the rear, thus setting up Lee Harvey Oswald as the patsy.
To carry out the alterations, the plotters stole Kennedy’s
body from its ornate coffin before Air Force One, returning
from Dallas, landed at Andrews Air Force Base, While TV-
watchers around the world saw the coffin—now empty—
being unloaded from one door of the plane, the plotters
were sneaking Kennedy out ancther door in & body bag.
They loaded him aboard a helicopter for a guick hop to -
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, where his hrain Was re-
moved and the necessary changes were made to it and to
Kennedy's throat and back. After spending half an hour
forging wounds, the plotters sent Kennedy over to Be- -
thesda Naval Hospital, where an official autopsy was sched-
uled. Lifton isn’t sure whether the brain had been replaced
or whether it was shipped saparately, under a sheet, dis-
guised as a stillborn baby; he seems to favor the latter

theory.

At Bethesda another elaborate ‘shell game—complete
with decoy helicopters, a decoy ambulance, and a decoy cof-
fin—was carried out in order to get Kennedy back into the” &
Dallas coffin before Mrs. Kennedy and. the funeral party - &
became aware of the switcheroo. Finally, an official autopsy '
was performed by Navy doctors who—if I understand Lif-
ton correctly; I frequently féel that I don’t—were s0 stupid

sthey didn’t notice either that Kennedy’s brain was missing -
«or that other doctors had recently been cutting on hiny. * 1
.. (Lifton has a back-up theory. If Kennedy’s head wasn't -
“‘tampered with at Walter Reed, then it was altered in a se-
s £ret “pre-autopsy” autopsy at Bethesda, though he is not.w _ " — .
!-accusmg those honest-but-dumb Navy doctors of having'a
“hand in it.) : : Fik
% If nothing else, Lifton can claim to have de\-:elop_gd prob-
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