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he a.ttefnpt. to assassinate Presi-
dent Reagan this week has

* brought attention back to the still

unresolvedcontroversiessur-
rounding the assassination of

y Kennedy Death

President Kennedy. With new .

theories and new evidence com- '
. ing to light, many people are hop- .
ring Reagan’s experience will
‘cause him to reopen the investi-

gation of the Kénnedy case.

AuthorDavid Lifton’s as-

tounding suggestion that Presi-
dent Kennedy’s body was
medically altered before the
autopsy was recently published in
Best Evidence (MacMillan, $16.95).
Next week, another study will
present “the definitive story” in

5

The Plot To Kill The President:

(Times Books, $14.95) written by
two government investigators, G.

Robert Blakey and Richard N.

Billings. Blakey was Chief Coun-

f“sel and Staff Director of the

House Select Committee on

Assassinations and Billings was

Editorial Director of the same

House Committee.

. Despité the authors’ con_riec—: '
tions with the official investiga-

tion, their book is not an official
report, It is, rather, the conclusion
of two individuals who were close-
ly connected with the $5.5 million
Congressional ‘investigation
which ruled in 1978 that the War-
ren Commission’s report was

‘no conspiracy to assassinate

President Kennedy. They present
evidence to show, they believe
once and for all, that members of
organized crime planned and exe-
cuted the assassination.

DAVID LIFTON’S two casket
theory grew out of the same
House Committee report. “Before
that report was published,” Lifton
said, “all T had to support my
theory was an ambulance chase
at' Bethesda Naval Hospital,” Lif-
ton said. ; : : :

Lifton had. been working on
his theory for 14 years. “I had be-
come & burden to my family. I had
spent 10 years reserching this
thing and four years writing the
book. There I was about to publish
my book and I find smack in the
middle of this thing a mystery I
didn’t even know existed!”

Lifton’s book might have been

- sprang out at him when he no-
! ticed a reference to a bo

Al

* used as the basis for many a book on the assassination. -

. sued the riew information which

bag in

... the official report. “As my theory

1]

wrong in stating that there was .

“ % But Lifton Is

was originally concelived 1
thought someone had altered the
body of the President at Bethesda
in Washington.” Now there was a
curlous discrepency, Kennedy's
body was wrapped in a sheet
when it left Dallas but was in a
military body bag when it arrived
in Washington. Retracing 'his
earlier steps, Lifton discovered
‘that Kennedy’s body was placed
in a bronze ceremonial casket in
Washington and arrived in Wash-
ington in a'plain shipping casket,

LIFTON MADE videotapes of .
his interviews. If his book seems '
doubtable, the tapes are conclu-

cive. Discovering that the body ar-

rived at Bethesda without a brain,
the X-ray technician who photo-
.‘graphed the head folds his hand

'together. “I could put my hands
inside the head,” he says on the:
' tape. He also describes carrying

ithe X-rays when he saw the
bronze casket arrive with Mrs.

Kennedy.

cannot get any network television

_ program to show his film. He can-
not get any paperback publisher

to buy his book. “They say it is

; more acceptable if he hadn’t pur-  just for hard core assassination
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THIS SCENE in Dallas, showing President Kennedy being

T
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) events of the

frustrated. ‘He but are concerned with the peopie

i

shot, has

) Jll:ueen'

 fanatics, but we've got 117,000
. coples in print in hardback and .

we’re into the fifth printing. '

“ui“We've got to get-into paper-

back to feach a large audience
and we need the attention of net-
‘work felevision before we can

convince someone in Congress to

work to reapen the Investigation.”
.Lifton’s idea that the body was
switched from one casket to
another so that it could be altered
to eliminate evidence of a second
assassination implies a bizarre
.scenario which was not intended.
“I have an idea of what was sup-
posed to happen, but that’s not in
the book. What happened is a
botched scenario. That's why it's
50 bizarre, The reviewers dre criti-
cizing the book despite the evi-
dence I have presented. I don't

. know what to do with people who'

lgriore evidence in favor of their
ideas about how this country
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IN LIFTO: 3 view “the body is
the way to get to the bottom of
the assassination.” Blakey and

Billings care littlte about the
tion day,

who had cause to kill the Presi-
dent. They present the acoustic
evidence from recordings of the

- shooting to demonstrate there

was a second rifleman on the



b

‘delivering the votes that won Illi-
nols for mmkey and Billings
'say. They ler compromised

- him by having Frank Sinatra pro- -
‘vide Judith Campbell as & presi- '

- Clearly fully
researched, the Blakey and Bill-
Ings book presents a clear-cut
case to place the blame on the

 Mafia but fails to answer the

1 “of jofficial dece ﬁtton
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