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Dear Haroldgy

Last night at about 11:00, when I was rather tired, who do
I get a call from but David Lifton! He called my house and got
ny # here. I was really scared when he identifled himself, since
at the time I just wasn't ready to think out what to say, etc.
He sald he called because he really needs that Specter-Tink
debate tape now, and can afford to pay for it.

He rather obviously tried to pump me for info,. but I think
I was unusually good at keeping my mouth closed--probably to
the point of sounding incoherent and terribly unimpressive, al-
though with him I could care -less., He asked about my book .
and I sald there was a chance of publication, but I wasn't sure.
Apparently, he thought I dealtK almost exclusively with the
shooting, to which I responded: "Yes, that's pretty much what .
I deal with." He kept asking what I discussed, and I sadd :
I deal with the quest of LHO guilt. Nothing said on medical
evidence.

- He told me that he was Just east, and that he stopped off
for his first visit to Dallas, during which he spent all his
time in futlle and wasteful efforts--interviewing all the people
standing along the curb oh Elm, pumping them for info about
the speed of the car, whether the car stopped, etc. He is
apparently really excited about it, and asserted that everyone

. was sure the car stopped. He sald that the Zap. film was

probably doctored by the SS to elliminate this. He sald that

he had been able to arrange with some "representative" to have

a 16 mm. improved copy of the original flown out there (under
the guise that someone would buy it for a really high price) ,
and that he and some expert took precise measurments which prove
that what LIFE bought was not the original but an. unraithful
optical coPy. : , ‘L

He asked me exaotly what I thought about Specter, if I felt
he knew about everything in advance and was covering it up. .I
sald that I could say only that what he did had the effect of
a cover up. I refused to give him any info on my interview ,
with Spect. He sald that I surely must include that in my book
and asked how I did. I sald that I included only a little bt,
but did not say ¥H¥XXhow I used 1it.

I think he got the message that I didn't want to talk to
him, so he sald good-bye after about 10 minutes. I was really
unimpressed with him. He sounds "smart®" but involved in great
wastes of time, in things which we are so far beyond that nothing

" can be gained by his efforts. I wonder about him--especially

where he gets his money. He asked me to contribute to a fund
to buy the Shaneyfelt NO test, but I refused saying that was
worthless to me., I akso told him I'm not doing anything now
except trying to get my book published.
worried

I don't know what you'll make of this~--but don't be /ENKENXHEX
so far as I'm concerned, because I1'll have nothing more to
do with him. 1I'll send him his tape, and that's that.

Best,f%;w (
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. obvlously,.Jaffe would fit the bill. The older critlcs, llke
Garrison, have gémllles and professions that wonld make such an
unqertuklhg too’  risky. .

So Gayrison settles on Jaffe. -

Now, you have to realize that anyone, and 1 mean anyone, who has
knowledge of such an undertaking ls-a otentlal witness agalnst
Garrlson ln any court actlon instigated\by T me/Life for dolng such .
a thing. Therefore, such a thing would have to be handled between
Garrlson und Jaffe, only. Garrlson lets Jaffe have the film;

Jaffe ls the conrler. And to explaln Jaffe's "trip to Europk",
some sort of "cover story" s floated by Garrison :for the beneflt
of other critics, llke Welaberg, yourself, Salandria etc., who sbmply
.‘don't”have to know about such an arrangement. AN
) N
: A1l informatlon like this has a flnlte leak-time, If you want
o keep 1t & secret, you just don't tell lt.Swearing 8 people :
to sllence is.not the way to keep a secret. . You Just don- t tell them,
1f thete knowledgZe 1s not necessarye. b ' -

And, I'm sure you realize, no one had to know what the hell was
golng on but Garrison and Jaffe.Both are in the same boat: each 18 llable
_1f Time/Life _finds out. So both have a common motive for keepingwmum.,

Ergo, Jaffe now departs to Europe, with a few lnslders belng glven
the'Rrench Intelllgence Agency® caper as a cover story. With him , ~
Jaffe has a copy of the Zapruder film, THE COPXY THAT LIFE GAVE
GARRISON. . T

Jaffe now departs for Europs. Herepf course, the detalls get
f?zzy. I don't know where he would go to do the job. I now where
I'd go. - - -

In }965. when I first discovered »{ muges-behind-the-wqll" in the
Moorman photo, I sent the material to Buchanan, not only for safe
keeplng, buy .for his opinlion. ' ) -

: Hegé“&rewexcerpté from hls correspondance to me at tha;‘tlmex

Ja i : Y
1) Buchanan’s letter to me of May 29, 1963
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"I h;/nve recelved your ‘_caplo_s_rpa‘.nanvd.lztbe, next day the negatlve and
print you sent to,me were forwarded to me by The Express.
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"As you suggéit, T wild have them examined 3§_ktllﬁa§t one persor
‘Wlth ¥noggh~professlonal experlence to glve an expert Jjudgmsnt
as'to thng;gﬁ}ficance of what 18 found there...In this-examlnaticn,
T I _have acces§. ‘the photogruphic service of soxe of the lendlng
N Paris paper?;gx ‘you have requerted, I will not release these
photographs' for. publication at the present time, even 1n the event
that an analysls ‘sonflirms your flrst interpretation. For that
rangon, 1t would te moré prudent 1f you wo:uld address your
rutnre.correspondqueﬁto my home, and not to the Express. I ask
you, !n return for;ﬁhls.protectlon. tchdvise me of your future
v findinga, and to 46 thls promptly....Wwhile I can help you on the
. pbotosraphlcfeviden¢§;jand---lf your own interpretetion ceems
» to earry wolght-aﬁixﬁgrnLaaaure you that your findings will
& attract woridwide attertion, I thirk you shonld also seek
she asslstance of Q§h93w8r6ups afd individuals..s "
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