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Many rumors and speculations difficult to place in the categories
treated above also required consideration or investigation by the Com-
mission. In some way or other, much of this miscellany was related
to theories of conspiracy involving Oswald. The rest pertained to
peripheral aspects that were of sufficient import to merit attention.
The Commission’s findings are set forth below.

Speculation—Oswald was responsible in some way for the death
of Marine Pvt, Martin D. Schrand.

Commigsion finding.—This rumor was mentioned by at least one
of Oswald’s fellow Marines. Private Schrand was fatally wounded
by a discharge from a riot-type shotgun while he was on guard duty
on January 5, 1958, near the carrier pier, U.S. Naval Air Station,
Cubi Point, Republic of the Philippines. The official Marine investi-
gation in 1958 found that Schrand’s death was the result of an acei-
dental discharge of his gun and that no other person or persons were
involved in the incident. The rumor that Oswald was involved in
Schrand’s death in some way may have had its origin in two circum-
stances: (1) Oswald was stationed at Cubi Point at the time of
Schrand’s death; (2) on October 27, 1957, while stationed in J apan,
Oswald accidentally shot himself in the left elbow with a .22 derringer
that he owned. The Commission has found no evidence that Oswald
had any connection with the fatal shooting of Private Schrand.

Speculation—The Texas School Book Depository is owned and
operated by the city of Dallas, and Oswald was therefore a municipal
employee. Accordingly, he could have secured his job at-the De-
pository only if someone in an official capacity vouched for him.

Commisxion finding.—The Texas School Book Depository is a pri-
vate corporation unconnected with the city of Dallas. Oswald there-
fore was not a municipal employee. He obtained his position at the
Depository with the assistance of Mrs. Ruth Paine, who learned of
a possible opening from a neighbor and arranged an interview for
him with Superintendent Roy S. Truly at the Depository.}*

Speculation—Prior to the assassination Dallas police searched
other buildings in the area of the Texas School Book Depository but
not the School Book Depository itself.

Commission finding.—The Dallas police and the Secret Service both
notified the Commission that, other than the Trade Mart, they had
searched no buildings along the route of the President’s motorcade
or elsewhere in Dallas in connection with the President’s visit. It
was not Secret Service practice to search buildings along the routes
of motorcades.** ) "

Speculation.—Sheriff E. J. Decker of Dallas County came on the
police radio at 12:25 p.m. with orders to calm trouble at the Texas
School Book Depository. ' : :

Commission finding.—The final edition of the Dallas Times-Herald
of November 22 (p. 1,col. 1) reported that “Sheriff Decker came on the
air at 12:25 p.m.” and stated : ‘I don’t know what’s happened. Take
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every available man from the jail and the offiie 3t gty rad e
yards off Elm near the triple underpass.” " The artiche g o § o
Herald did not mention the time that the resident wis stor  The
radio log of the Dallas County Sherifl’s Office shows that herifl
Decker came on the air at 40 seconds after 12:30 p.n. and stated
“Stand by me. All units and officers vicinity of station report to the
railroad track area, just north of Elm—Report to the railroad track
area, just north of Elm.” The radio log does not show any messages
by Sheriff Decker between 12 :20 p.m. and 40 seconds after 12 :30 p.m."*

Speculation.—Police precautions in Dallas on November 22 included
surveillanee of many people, among them some who did no more than
speak in favor of school integration.

Commission finding—The Dallas Police Department notified the
Commission that on November 22 it had no one under surveillance as
a precaution in connection with President Kennedy’s visit except at
the Trade Mart. The Commission received no evidence that the Dallas
police had under surveillance people who spoke in favor of school
integration.'*

Speculation—Oswald was seen at shooting ranges in the Dallas area
practicing firing with a rifle. o B, ‘

Commission finding—Marina Oswald stated that on one occasion
in March or April 1963, her husband told her that he was going to
practice firing with the rifle. Witnesses have testified that they saw
Oswald at shooting ranges in the Dallas area during October and
November 1963. Investigntion has failed to confirm that the man seen
by these witnesses was Oswald.*"! :

Speculation—Oswald could drive a car and was seen in cars at
various places.

Commission finding—Oswald did not have a driver's license.
Marina Oswald and Ruth Paine have testified that he could not drive
a car, and there is no confirmed evidence to establish his presence at
any location as the driver of a car. Mrs. Paine did give Oswald
come driving lessons and he did drive short distances on these
occasions.'™®

Speculation.—Oswald received money by Western Union telegraph
from time to time for several months before the assassination of
President Kennedy.

Commision finding.—An employee in the Western Union main office
in Dallas, C. A. Hamblen, made statements that he remembered seeing
Oswald there on some occasions collecting money that had been tele-
graphed to him. In his testimony before the Commission, Hamblen
was unable to state whether or not the person he had seen was Lee Har-
vey Oswald. Western Union officials searched their records in Dallas
and other cities for the period from June through November 1963 but
found no money orders payable to Lee Oswald or to any of his known
alinses. A Western Union official concluded that the allegation was “a
figment of Mr. Hamblen’s imagination.” ** The Commission has
found no evidence to contradict this conclusion.**®
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