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The Warren Report
And lts Critics

ARTICLE VI: A New Inquiry?
By MICHAEL J. BERLIN

TH:E WARREN COMMISSION papers are stored In
the stacks of the Natlanal Archives, behind a door
numbered §W3. To enter, the archivist uses both a key
and 1 comhinatian. Inside, all the visilor sees is aisle
after alsle of metal shelves, filled with cardboard file
boxes, logal size, five inches thick.

Stacked on both gides of one long aisle, and in part
of another, are 500 of these flle boxss—300 cubdic feet—
filled with the 1,555 Warren Commission dotumen's.
Some decuments are just a page or two, some make
the file box bulge. About & third are classified,

According to the archivist, samewhere in that long
alsle are the photographs and X-rays of the nutopsy
of John F. Kenpady. And somewhers {n that 300 cubic
feet there may be—there just may be—the information
that can elther ease the minds of the 59 per cent of the
nation who today doubt the Commission, or cause
enough new doubts 1o necessitate a new investigation
of that day |n Dallas.

At present, private researchers are making their
way ardyously through the unciassified material in
search of the answers that the Warren Commission
may kave found, but did not report.

“This last year has really bean & lot of man-hours,
digging things out for the Investigators—at least &
score of them" says archivist Michael Simmons.
“Some of them are working on a big project.”

Simmons produces a document at mndom: #7, 808
pages, dated 12,1063, at Dallas, Re; Lee Harvey Os-
wald, “Raport of FBI Speclal Agent Robert P, Gem-

Some of the pages are missing. In ope spot, 150
pages are withheld, sequestered in another file box,
and & pink slip In the gap savs: "Pages . . . through
+ . » baing withheld by order of the FBL" The toplc:
“Interviews” relating to “other persons,” “identified”
and “unidentified” in the Dallas ares.

Standing in that room, the urge arises, barely
eontrollable, to sweep Simmons aside, Tun down that
aisla, and grope among the file boxes for The Whole

Truth.
* * *

THIS URGE 1S BEING FELT MOBE AND MORE

widely across the pation. Various prominent per-
soms have appealed for a new look at the evidence, In
ong form or another, and so have several prominant
publications, Action ls being taken in at least three
directions.

Rep, Theadore Kupferman (R-N. Y.) has introducad
a resoluticn ia the House to establish a Joint Commit-
tee to Dotermine the Necessity of a Congressional
Investigation of the assussination.

The committes would revisw all documents avail-
ahle. And an impartial review of all documents could,
most observers agree, in liself assuage the doubls af
all reasonable men that the truth is uld
prove that Lee Harvey Oswald, acting alone, leilled
Kennedy, It could &lso Indicate that Oswald didn't act
alona—aor that there are enough doubts, enough gaps In
the Warran investigation, to warrant a new inguiry,

Despite Kuplerman's optimism, there is little hope
that Congress will set up such a commitlee, because
of the lmsult it would present to the prominent mem-
bers of the Warren Commission.

Kupferman has also (nitiated n frontal assault on
the Archives, aimed at the declassification of vistually
all significant documents, on legal

He hopes to get a ruling from the Justice Depart-
ment that under existing Exeeutive Orders most of
the documents nesd not be classified. Then he hopes
to Jead a team of Impartial experts into the
to evaluate those docur ing
photos—and therzby answer the key questions raised
by the Commiasion's critics.

This is ono way that the Administration could bow
gracefully to the pressure for an inquiry and still save
the honor of (he original Commission—but despite the
growing calls for re-cxamination, there Is no indleation
that the Administration wishes to bow at all

President Johnson was nsiced at a press conference
last November *why this material is still not avall-
able to competent nongovernment investigators.” He
replied this way: n :

“T know of no evidende that would In any way
cause any reasonable person to have a doubt about
the Warren Commission, but If there Is any evidence
that's brought forth, I'm sure that the Commission
and the appropriste suthorities will take action that
may be justified"

T no longer a Warren Commission, and

obviiusly no “authorities” will act untfl the Adminis-
tration deems it appropriate, °

Tie autopsy Xrays and photos are now under the
Jurisdiction of a representative of the Kennedy family,
who has turned down Kupferman's request to make
them available.

(There have been reports that the reason the
fam{y is loath to show the X-rays Is that they would
confilrm rumors that Kennedy suffered from Addison’
Disease. This lliness effects the adrenal glands, and
often crippling—but can, in many cases, be contralled.)

* * *

THE THIRD AVENUE TO A NEW INQUIRY HAS
been hinted at byW. a former member
of the Commission who is now embarked upon a
private inquiry Into the assassination evidence, and is

LEE HARVEY CSWALD
Wenld the closcd flles show anything differsnt?

(like most staffers) every bit as frustrated by the
inaccessibility of the files as are the critics,
“Frustrating? I think it's s goddam outrage,” says
Llsbeler, “T can't even look at my own goddam memus
any more, and naither can anybody else, When the
Commission dishanded, It sent the files to the Archives
and didn’t go through them to determine which shouid
be made public and which shouldn't.- The guestion
lwasn't resolved until August, 1965, when the Justice
epartment tuled that the Archives had the obligation
to ga thmumht.hese papers and decide which should be
availak

“T think that this kind of Aetermination should not
be made by the Archives. Secing the way the govern.
ment people think, it's obvious that there would almost
be an instinctive desice to withhold ., "

(A tly, the Archives, in ploking and choosing,
has depended on the requests of such agencies as the
FBI on which of thelr documents should be withheld.)

“J don't know what's to become of all this,” Liebeler
continues, “but some people have become Interasted
in it and are taking steps to try to do something about
it . . . Its premature 1o discuss it . . . I don't know
if we're going to get at [the classified documents] or
not, but there’s a good chance that we will, .. "

* * *
IF SOMEONE, SOMEROW, DOES GET A LOOK AT
the Commission files, what is he likely to find? And
what questions won’t be answered there, but can only

by a new ion?
From the point of view of the truth of “who killed
Kennedy?" there are two key items, :
The first, of course, is the photographic arlience
of the autopsy.
The second

kay Item Is the report of a test to se2

s Y3.graln bullet fragment found In the wrist of
v, Cophally of Texas cwme from the nearly-whole
bullet found on a stretcher in the Dallas hospital.
(11:'!3: wag discussed in detail In Tuesday’s article.)

hallistics eviderice that this rifla was Oswald’s, and
the circumstantial evidence that Oswald fired soma
shots, at the least, most reasonable men would reach
the conclusion that Oswald did it alone.
But if either the photographic evidence or the re-
port on the bullet test comes out the other way—then
there would seem to be no alternative but a new In-
vestigation. (There s also the chance that this mater-
{al will prove inconclusive, which would also imply
the need for further investigation.)
There are other things that, aceording to Commis-
slon staffers, the classified fles will show about the
thoroughness of the investigation:
o There should be a memo Indicating that the
Commission was aware of the contradiction between
the Bethesda doctors' autopsy report and reports by
FBI agents who witnessed the autopsy—and (his memo
would explain how the misund came about.
® There should be memos indicating that the Com-
mission DID [nvestigate rumors that Oswald had been
an FBI informer, and that the rumors were [ound to
have no basis in fact,
« There should be FBI reports on the rumors of a
New Orleans “plot”
® There are indicaticns that the picture of Oswald's
and Ruby's relatlonships with officialdom, clouded by
\he Warren Report partiy for security reasons, would
s could conceivably show that Ru;yl'

Meaven knows what else a reexamination of the
Commission files could show. It may furn up an ama-
teur's photo, taken as the shots were being fired, thal
reportedly showed Oswald's window In the Depository.
The Commission never made it publie.

No one member of the Commission staff explored
all the reports submitted. Some Commission eritics, of
courss, contend that the files will show that Oswald
Innocent and that the Commission attempted t
the guilty parties.

* * *
THERE ARE, HOWEVER, MANY THINGS THAT
the Cammission fles will not show, things that will
be found, i they can be found, only in a new investl-

gation.
Any new panel of Inquiry would spend most of
Its time

was
hide

hearing out the witnesses who have talied
to local police and to private Investigators ‘but whom
the Warren Commission felt it didn't have fo call:

e Workers in the Book Depository who say that,
latter the shots were fired, they used the same stair-
way Oswald ls supposed to have used — and didn't

him,

s A woman who says she saw & man with a gun
in the Depository window — and another man stand-
ing beside him.

» People who gave depositions to Dallas police,
saying that they locked toward the grassy Imoll as
tha shots were fired, but who were miot asked by the
Commission to detall whal they had seen there.

s Everyone conrected with the Kennedy autopsy,
or anyons who may have seen the wounds inflicted
on his body, such as workers at the Washington
funeral home that prepared the body for burial

o In light of the current New Crleans Investigation,
a new Inguiry would have to dig mare deeply Inlo
Oswald's links there, not only in the Cuban exile com-
munity, but also among suspected homosexuals in the
area. Oswakd’s links to homesexuals, and the possibility
of his own homossxpality, were axplorad but never
resplved by the Commission.

There are ako certain tests that a aew inquiry would
have to undertake:

» Marksmanship tests tn determine just how hard it
would ba for ona man to perpstrate the assassination
from Oswald's perch. (The tests that wers conducted
took placs fram a lower elevation, and stationary tar-
gets were used.)

» Ballistics tests thal would attempt to duplicats
the path of the bullet that, according to the Commls-
slon, passed through Kennedy and Connally. (The Com-
mission tests dld not address themselves to the effect
of that shot upon the bullet, and this [s the paint in
dlspute.)

» A reconstruction of tie Dallas police radia log,
to try to find out just how Oswald's description got
on the air, and to reconstruct Tippit's movements.

# An attempt to Jocate and a traffic sign
that was on Dealey Pla2a that day, but is no longer
there, to see if a bullet might have hit It, as has been
suggested.

Until there is, at the very least, a re-examination
of the Commission files, thers will be doubls thai wa
have all the answers that we could have—and that
they are the right answers,

And when the doubts are leveled at a Presidential
commissisn headed by the Chief Justice of the Usited
States the existence of the doubts becomes more Im-
portant than the politics, the pride and the personall-
ties surrounding them.
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