8/12/71

Dear Jim,

Because T do not know when I'1l be in “iachington, I'm sending the exchange of
letters I discussed breifly +ith iud yesterday, not for your private file but “o. the
Ray file, is you will see, I took som: time because daily I become more a .reh nrive
about some aspects. Among the possibly less significaut is the indication of conctant

pressure trom Stoner for racist propaganda that he seems to be resisting, lHe and I
have discussed thi at length in person and by mail.

Bud said he'd send me the 20 pages from Thompspn. I think they may have some impertanc
negative evidence and on withholding the excul atory,

There ,re some areas where, il he will say anything, as you know, I think it
better and safer for the lawyers not to be iavolved. I may or may not be right, but
I think that in some areas he will speak to re as not to lawyers, As a general thing,
he has a low opinion of lawyers per se, ie has not indicated this about the three of
you, but he has nade cracks he had asked me not to pas- on, about lawyers in general,
So, I think that, since you will always know if there is anything T get from hinm that
you should and may be better with the buffer, it would not be bad if he fclt he could
keep a few secrets as long as they should be kepte I have made spne mretty broad hints
to hime I will b writing him further for Bud to hand him, having discussed this with
Bud and having his apgroval, but I think we should discuss this in advance of ry
writing it if at all ossible, 'Yy purpose is not to keep secrets from sou toth.I want
Jou to understand vhat I will be atterpting aml why as well as vhy I think it best
to keep it betwecn hin and me for the time being, 1! he says anything, Cne of the thiungs
I can't make up wy mind on is vhether T should address the potential conflict of
interest between him and Stoner, =nd this ia terms of stoner's non-performance, How-
ever, it would seem to be impossible for him to nalke any in ediate response except
verbally, and this is one of the things from vhich no taint should be able to rub off
on Bud with b'toner, who will scream an yway if he sees what Cook urote,

I have been raising things with him over a period of time. He says he'll discuss
these with Bud., I have sug;ested and hud has agreed to tape the whole thin: for me.
I Jox can now dub direct, which means better quality, from my:0ld massette machine to
one like yours of the new one giwen to me, so we can both have copies of this tape,
should Bud want to kecp it.

I haw marked in red toward the end a passage where he addresses our need to know
more and his agreement "up to a paint", Any step past where we now are on this would
be very good, but we have to worry about other things when thi: begins to happren, one
is his reca!l and the other his faithfulness to reality or his reluctance to really
tell the truth aboutx others, T think it would be the best aporoach, assumine on and
Bud agree, to encourage him to give me every poscible investigative lead involving
others, nurbers, addresses, etc, regardless of their Imnediate need in any possible
court action on the ground that +while you do not need it or want it for legal reasons
now soretines investigating thiags takes long time and if we wait until later it nay
be too late, plus the fact that it is his best insurance for survival, that as longz as
he has sccrets killing him gjerves a purpose, Here is where he may tighten, but with
all that has happened (and T d not raise the attempted escape unless he does), there
are too many indications he may be near his end, Lven Jerry felt he was set up "or taay
Hay escapade ancd that its purpose was to get him kilied, A1l 92 this iz pretty ticklish,
one o' tle reasons I write, $9 you can think a: -ut it, and one vhy T think ve should talk
about it belore rud sves, the three of us or raybe ©i1l, too, Hurriedly,



