Dear Jim, , 12/2/73
One of the things for which 1've had to take time from work is trying to collect
some of what 1've Peen gypped out of. The total sum is considerable. Of the larger sums,
to my knowledge the statute has run on the smallest only. In that state I have a friend from
the past who did look into it and did try to get me New York counsel, without success. I'm
writing to ask if you can tell me if there is a gemeral rule of law or you ¥ou know where
I can learn what the California law is on a special case. I spoke to Ed, who is limited
beceuse of his firmds clients about several New York things and I hope ke doesn't, forget.
To a degree I have been successful. I think I have one settlement worked out. It camg”
to a head this past week, a letter was to have been written confirming it and including a
release. It did not come, but then on Friday I got a call from the secretary saying the lawyer
had been called out of town and saying both were going into that day's mail.
If this goes through as I expect it to , then my immediate problem with the bank will
be postponed and I'll be able to pay back the money I borrowed for my last two annual pay-
ments to the bank. There may even be enough to finish the repair on the roof and stop the
leoking entircly! And the larger number of books sold last weekend than I'd expected, when

Bud sends me the money, with be about 3-4 of the interest payment due in a month,

This does give you a notion of the way we live. 3t is not at all like the fictions
that have been bandied aboute. : . . B B AP - : -

Don't take time from what you are doing to research the answer to this California question,

1 wrote Bon Treuhaft some time ago and he agreed to take that case. We used to be friends
during and berore World War II, when he was a federal lawyer. In fact, when I was hailed
‘before a supersecret Congressional hearing over one of my irrefutable anti-Nazi comporate

- exposures, as & personal friemnd of the editor he was our lawyer at that hearing, He had
nothing to do because I took care of us, but that is when we met. He used to come up for
Sunday dinner when we were at the faru, which was much dater. So, he asked me for a set of . -
the papers and laboriously I copied tuem all and sent them and 80t no answer, not even an. °
acknolwedgement of receipte - . o . SRR N

What is involved is the purchase of buoks never paid for and never solde The superficial
indications are that this particular wholesaler, who had done well with my earlier books,
refused to sell the last. “e asked me to get up a special mailing, said he would not include
it with his bills but would mail it as & separate thing to atiract attemtion, und I spent
something like $350.00 for this, only to start getting orders directly from his customers.

In a short while there were 15 or 16 direct orders, so he was not selling them. Then there
came a time vhen he returned them without getting the custouary authorization. Not only .
that but he returned them to the wrong address, ignoring the change of address we had sent,

When I learned of this and having had large losses from shipping damages, none of which
were ever compensated, I made arrangements with the local ‘trucker, 's claims agent for the -
books to be delivered only when he and I could go over them on receipt and compute and agree
on the damage. e did admit visible damege., Because im.ediate delivery involved long trips by
hand from the road or a special small fruck, he agreed to hold off aud warehouse until I
could clear the lane that was overgrown when we moved ine. When I had this done I phoned for
them to deliver, after checldng with a local lawer and learning what I had to do to protect
my interest, not waive ite. Then, instead of kecping the date for this delivery, and all
this is recordeds largely in correspondence, the trucker wrote the shipper in “alifornis. and - -
sald that I had refused to accept the shipment and that they would be charged warehousing
costs. Instead of checking with me, the Califoinia comapny authorized them to destroy. I
wrote them imnediately but got no response, This was in 1968, - probably.

Intermittently, I dunned the wholesaler for peyment, not being able to hire a Calif.
lawyer. In response to one such lctter they sent a stat of their ledger which is not only
inaccurate but is crooked. They took unauthorized discounts in the earlier cases in which
they did pay, the first two books and a number of orders, but on their books posted payment
for the correct amount, In other words, they were knocking down on us ana the state snd federal
governments. Naturally, this led to an error on their books. ,

I have feared that the statute had run and that nothing could be done. However, just
before Ed came down I got a bill from them for several hundred dollars they claim is due
them! Of course we owe them nothing and they owe us something like $5,000, So, with this
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the statute has not run by t eir acknowledgement? If this is the case, I should be able
to collect,with interest, I hope,

¥= Ed was supposed to tell me the answer but he hasn't, I wrote Treuvhaft and he also
hasn,',t answered. I did this before Ed got here. Plenty of time for Bob to respond,

Hy experience with “cause" lawyers in these metters is consistent: they will do
nothing. Gerry is a minor illustration, It has been months since he said he would help in
many ways. I helped him in advance, trusting him with velusble materisls without even
askéng for a receipt. And he is too important to repsond to your letters. The LAFree Press
has owed me about $150 for some yoars. I write A1 Wirin, who I knew Years ago, sending
him prricf of the debt and asking that he call to ask for payment., He hasn t even answered
my letter. We worked for the Senate together. He was then on the Lsbor Board payroll, .

My experience with the wholesalers is so consistent it is impossible to believe that
100/ of them are Just crooked all the time, And there is unother consistencys when I am able
to deal with them directly, as I hyve been in two cases, I ean work things out. In one case,
when they were stalling, + forced it %o court pro se and as we were about thex to enter
the courtroom got a — 23 % setilement, Which was better than teking & chence on nyself
ag.a lawyer! . S ' : o

. him and tell him I'11 sue unless he payg up and if he does pay up I'1l waive interest,
" which by now is a tldy sum. If he doesn t do it, I'll need a lawyer out there, I mey even
get in touch with IRS with this page of his books, vhichnindicates they were pocketing

% of -their business, = = .

On other things, it appears there is not now time to do enything about Ford, Bud's
delaying of over a week may be the key factor. He could have nade the same call as soon as
he learned. You and I both had that in mind, However, it should not be dropped and it nay
be that the House will not vote that—fust, Chalmers Roberts editorial article refletts
the uggent Liberal feeling that Ford uust be confirmed so there can be an impeachmcnt
proceeding against Nixon, There seems to be some such deal onthe Hill. Aad Rothschild's
greater interest is in what happened to Fortas., I told him that if the key evidence had not
been destroyed it night be retrieved, but that if 1%t had not been used in public there would
not now be a gouod chance of its still existinge My feeling is that it is all part of one
Package, but I did not want to give assurances of being able to do anything. Despite this,
.he remained interested, I think very interested after we talked, He said I'd hear fromSherrill
and if I didn t, he'd be in touch. To this moment, early Sunday morning, no word. That was

- Thursday night and except for taking Lil to wicrk, I havengt left the house, to be sure to
Be here to hear the phone ring. I do expect to hear further,for they have other intercsts
where I kmow I have what should interest, like litchell. ‘

Last night I went over vhat I g‘t’o from you, including your notes, with more care. In
addition to the note on the Forthern Virginis Sun, I add that I am of +the opinion that the
essential element we need is soue proof that Ford used any of the work of any of these
people, and I remain with the belief that the best prospect is by comparing vhat was used in
the debates, Wynan's comnection with Brownfeld goes back to before his inmpeachment move,
4nd the Florida article was not included, However, uniless you have time to check the index
when you are near ons, it may be that until we hear further we should not take that time,
The Hargis stuff has its own connection, besides & remarksble coincidence in timing, Gary
used ¥0 be in touch with them. From hin I have a large Horgic file, including soue books,
Penabaz wrote one, the official biography. I go into this and more in COUP but now do not
recall clearly all I did 8o intoe I did mention the Fortas cuse then, as part of en authoritar=
ian drive, Retrieval here will not take too long because it is indexed. And I have the
Penabaz FBI reports that I believe you later duplicated, Theyiore in the eppendix, with cne
tying Bringuier and Walker in, .

I have heard nothing from the others with whom I spoke, I'd expected to from one.

While there can be a considerable clement of risk in uy talking to Sherrill I wili
take that risk, There should be enough in what I laready have to indicate a pattern in what

happened to the people in whom Wolfson is interested,if nothins. else d in h
sez?sational ey fgag R. can imagine, ’ ) s &N & much more




In these kinds of things I have come to have faith in my hunches. This is to say
whan there seems to be nothing else on which to go. The record is good on them., For a
long tiuse this feeling has told me thet Caddy is important in all of this and to the degree
I ecould I have been trying. Thus I know that the Post did not make a separate file on
him in its mongue and no retrieval is possible there. My early filing on this was vworse
than the present bad because I have fo file in the way I think I'll use, other:ise no
retrieval is possible. This newest confirms that my Caddy hunch was right, and I think we
are far from wha®t it should yield when we ocan look into it, cven if we will be without
the capability of looking into it thoroughly.

There are some things I know that have not been published. And those that have been
published have been forgotten. In time I hope to be able to recover what I have that has
becn published because some tine back I segregated those files and when I can em going over
then agpine, This will aleo isolate all I have on the early reporting on Hunt.

(Herc I am positive now that Szulc was and may still be and I think is Agency. 1
have token the time to explore in his writings, the bock you got me and another, where I also
have old files I believe I did not give to Howard.)

At tne outset Caddy gave signs everyone missed of being an important person in this
“whole affair, I remember some of these vividly enougn because I was then lookinge The offer -
I nade to Bud through you did not include all and he still has the capability, I think, if
_not the ability. If something comes of this, we have ample possibdilitles, I think, But
as you may have occasion to go over any old files, please be alert to any mention of Caddy .
and of the firm Hogan & Hartson. There has been no public explanation of why Cox asked Bittman
to resign as Hunt's lawyer. I think Caddy is the answer. ' "

Aldo please be alert to any mention of General Foods. I have come up with another
connection of them, this time through the executive vice president. Caddy was said to
have represented them st Mullen, to have just had space at _ullen for his work for
General Foods. He did nothing with ftheir merchendizing and I'm sure with their normal -
public relations. This was a front. Nothing else explains ite

When there is time at the library, I think a check of Mindeman should be made in the
standard indexeg, likc of lawyvers, uriters, NYTimes, etce You know now that my hunch on
his Mexdean address was a good one, if we 4o not know that he was in the same office as
Ozarrio @x Daguerre, It is quite possible thut he also was Agency/

My schiedule for the coming week is tighter than ususl. We ar. going out socially this
evening, a rarity. I have personal chores to attend tomorrow which will take some of the daye
And Wednesday a.m. the reporter I mentioned is coming. He'll be here several days. If this
vworks we'll be getting some good attention of a kind that just got killed in a less reputable
but better-paying medium, I suspect directly or indirectly because of the wbner's relatlions
with Nixon and his need for favorable federal rulings. I also have a sligh% encouraging
and somewhat unclear letter from my Lritish agent, to whom I'll write further todsye.

Smells like Lil has breakfast workinge : _

The eity directory checking I asked may be importanteesl feel that despite the present
need I'd best postpone this writing until I work my way to it. This always helps my thinkings -
I can and with need would skip my way to it, but I think without need I should not and will
not. I have the part I've started to finish and one more before I am at that. Heanwhile, I
may get more. These parts are really individual books. And for them these interruptions are
bad because in a mont dil will be working full-time and will have little time for retyping.
This the interruptions are very bvade Not long after the tax season sterts ghe'11 b working
on taxes nights, too. She puts in a helluva sesasone With all the other stres:es and sirains,
it is rewarkable that she cane

The time may coume vhen McCord can helpe There has never been a time when he didn.t need
my helpe. I made an overture and won t go further now on him. a2 may regard all of this as
giving him a conflict of emotional 8nd patriotic interest. But he has to know much about those
who interest us. .

Andy St. George says that Szulc was fired over a Miaui Yuban story he wrotes I got no
details because we were interrupted. Szulc is younger than I, so, with whet I know and what
1 suspect, this can be true. Best,




