Dear Ueorge, 3/25/81

Excuse the fact tha: I will not b taldng time to correct my typos because I
Tresgpond o yowx letisr ia haste, ss I must, having lsost an entire doy yesterday on
dental and medical problems and I'1l have tobe spending much of today away fron home,.

The assassination of a President, in ad ition to being the most dramatic of Qriues,
is the most subve:rsive of crimes in a represeutative sgclety. It neghlies the electoral
process. It amounts to a coup d'etat.

When John Kennedy was kilied in broad daylight, on the strecta of a najor Azerican
city, there was an instant solution by the police of that cdty, before there was any
investigationes I% was a prejudicdal solutjlone So,ebow, almoot magleally, the Dallas
police lmew that Lec Harvey Oswald was a red and with every copy holding a PYess oonw
ference on every street comer, soon the world was persuaded thut t e reds offed JFK,

Back in Washington, J. EdgarHoover, head of the nations's most fampus police force,
tpo Federal Burwau of Investigation, #eached the same instant solution, that his hated
reds, those on whom he twdlt hda career around his hatred of them, idlled the President.
To bemrtaln that nobody could gainay him, Hpover sbeged ¢ e case izmediately, knowing
ful: well that he lacked jurisdiction and also knowSnc that if he did not cotrdl what
could be known and belisved his vamted FEI would be criticised for failing.

48 & result of these and othor faotors there nevor was any investigation of the crime,
Instead, there wus an investigation intended to make 1t adpear that Loe Harvey Oswald,
alone and unassisted, pulled off the dastardly desd with a worneout 14fle that was known
asiussolini's contribution to mmanitarian warfara.

Hoover kept control by leaking bitd and pleces of supposed information, usually
misinforwation, to favored elements of the press,

The papers compated for Hoover's lesks. There was no Washington Post to turn loose
Jommalitic hdunds to follow the trail, as happened with Watergate.

Tho press failed because from the time of the lkdlldng ther: has heen no +irme when
therc weve not substantial questicna. The press did not address them,

It fell, as happens in a representative society, for individual citizens, to raise
these questionse. Those who did it in books all faoced a book publishing industyy that
was inoredibly unwilling to give serious consideration to the serious question = which
today remain unanswered.

When the books final:y appeared, the presa was antagonistic to tiem, save for the
mostoirreaponsible of them,

Commerdical publishers do not, generally, lack comusreial instincts. The¥ had a gex
gut fealing that subgstantisl oriticisn of the govermment for failin: when a “resident
was kilied would be rracted to strongly by tho government, which could make sesious
problems for thoss ralsing the ques lon. This happened to some of the criticse. Forammple,
when LBJ asked the FEI to tell him about us, it heaped the most incredible deramatjons on
hdme With me it was that my uife and I annually celebrated the Rusasian revolution. Tiis
kind of ting turned LBJ off. (What Hoover lied sbout is an annual gathefMng at a small
fam my wife and I had, by the Jewish “clfare Board, which annually tock Washington area
service personnel and their famdlies up so the kids vould watch eggs being hatched, play
with baby chicks, gather egss, ride on the backs of tamo catile, snd in other ways
relax aftor the rigors of orthodox observance of the Jewish high holidays.)

One of the early critics who for & decade and a half was not able to put a book
. tbgethor was David Lifton. He invented all sorts of solutions to this "crime of th- R
century.” One of his earliest is that the assassination was com-itted by means of tunneds

constructed in utter secrecy by the large fimm of Brdwn and Root, Lifton' buszmord for
LBJ, who was sup orted by it.by ’



¢ phoned re lute in the spring ox early in the swiwr of 1965, after he ron. ny
‘hitowash, to persuade me of this apd to inform me that the resl assagsing hung froa
papier meche trecs Evown and Roct hpg bplated in ¥Yealey ilamn,

<ne last solution he zave me, Just bsfore +he 1968 election, is t &t Doan Husk and
I3J hnd had consodratoriel meetings throughout e Otete of Yexay durirg tho days
dImsetdatol befors they had the Jeb donas TJis wes o revision of s solution dn whiclh
L&J conspired with Allan Dulles, the head of the CIA JFK had to fire after the fiasco
of tho day of iag,.

Then Ldfton ¢ot as agmt who ab recistedthe comrareial mosaiMIHan and Z:d2 them
2t W o mbllohere 4 s & recult lifton'sk book war eonvaoted L %0 o pefocnnlloed
acemuy ol his capcer as Dick Daring,

With this format a best geller euerged and with tids format, the fact that in the
book there is noihing about the orime a1 inveatigation thet vas not vublishad eerlier
by nepy lthere, oftan e,

“hat lditon added, in addition +n tnd & parsonal credit for whal othsrs hed
pub&iahcdmdin:hadmadmtheirbooks, is a nev theory. That it is an absolutely
imposeiblo theory, ldid all his anrlier and cortmadiotory ores, was lost sight of
bscause thore was no critical attention %o the boak ard becnuge the Hulizher was
wiliing to wspend what is required to attvact major attentlon te it.

Lfton®s thwory {s thet thoe was hariyepanicy witn the corpas, to obscure the
corpus deloetd (which he nevre eniiong hecause 4t is essential for him to fudpe over
Yo aetual £icta flul o a,).ape dogres ave without real questiond The body of evidenos
iw not p8dressed a0 suchs arts, only those parts neExkxemantukanirs thet could be mndo
Yo aprear not to be inconalstont wlth Jaftoné theory, »ow arex wentioned in g yar
intendod to roke thew ap ear, to the wilnformed, as proof of i his theory,

Liltgon stobes o serdes of alleged possilbdlithes for the tampering with {he corpse.

I&s first is that becauss Yenarsl Godlrey loHugh was not with the compss on My
Foroo * whdle L2Y wan belag dowa 49 ou i, the body was unguarded and 1t could heve hoon
toied with thone Yot aily has Nelfagh becn published 4n Teme nagazine, which wont for a
swtiery of the Yook in advance of publication, saying that Iifton ie faotusllr incer-
rect, ut Lifton ordis &l the others then an the plane and ot at the mwaxring in,

Fer 211 lis atwnidon to detaii and motures, Lifton ordte these detatls rnd the
of Zleial photogs ou tliose who were at v gwearing in, There were & nmuuber of Hennody
beople and Secret Sarvice and military personnel who were in the pert of the tlane
where the casleet and the COrpsa Ware.

1afton next pays that tho body was of ~loadaed at “ashington's dndvews Air Force
base on the gide of +ho plane sy Sron the waibing colebretiese wo cladms axpl that -
what we all sav on TV, the casket boing dowered, is a phoney, and the body was actually
spiritod off on ths other side and then widsked to Walte Reed irmy hogpital for the
dirtymworidngs. To atvance this apgument lifion imlres the fTact that there werv some
34000 anguished Am-rdcan looking at the off aide of FREEY AP, frou the other side of
the fonon near wldeh it was parkteds In Willdam Manchester's Death of a  fresident there
is a touchin account of those nousmarse liol one, accerddag o lafton, sow anything,

Lifton then hus th: alteved body snuelt inte bethesda Navy ¥oupital tarowsh iis tuck
agtus Yg asswies it was open and that this was possible, Actually, as part of the
securily Instotuted, i wns locked aud without an attendante. I lmow this because I have
a neighbor and friond who we then :sulgnod to thet hospitil. He always used the back
gate on leaving and that night it was locked, with no guard to open it,

Liften hs s ¥ shol: gene with ersirets ond amulinces, shoney and empby caskets
and extra arbulmnces Tor the sloight-ofwlhiand with them nd the corpse. “ can do this
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becnuse his cancoctions are immaterisl and irrelevant and because when one makes §0-e-
thing uo there 15 no practical Urdte But the nost casual cheolcing shoews thatooe

in addition to the ambulance mquasted From AF 4 vhe hnaad of the Havy hospléel, wio had
treated LB for mis heavt eondition, dispatched en ambulance, wiasked, with a oaydiag
specialist in it, in the event the stress was too mwch for L. Tjiis alone can secount
for a aeoo‘x;‘d anbuwlances Omotved by ldfton although in q source hs quotes for other
purposes, anchester's books _

s for the extra embmdleoe - xEsrzinome caskots, accofinting for thwee
zagkots, iy ezsye Thaie is tno che in waich £« corpee was teansparbted from Dallas,

The Keivody peopls &4 nols like it end it was wiso daunged. There is the ono the

Rennedy prople fien oblaiie from the Cawler Fune:el Yome not rar from the Navy Hospt al,
t*s cae in wldch tue President was burieds and then there is the sual one aant by the
Filtary Diarict of Washoston clong with its cepeponial dotachment, mme o palin GI
casket that was never used. ]

Exemination of any part of what ia widquely Idfton, waich moans ouly what is
immaderdc] 4o the oxdre and itn investigation but js cssentildl to his fabrisctions,
destroys each part, '

Take the simple error in an Fil weport Ldfien olains as his majer discovory, a
ropoxt in which surgory on the head AKKHEOER 48 reported, 4ctundly, I gamo upon this
avut april or ilay of 1966y in one or the earlier Comrdssion recordas I examfine? ot the
Axch¥eas, and I gave ooples to others, dncluding those frem whom Léfton could have
gotéen his copy, Then it was latsr distributed by Bantam 4o nwomote its-eddtion of
Epstedn's Inquest, the third of thse assasl ation books t0 ap eare 4jthough Tafien clajimg
this 4o hinm signifionnt reference to an alleged surgery on the President's hoad Wia
ignorod by all others, I published the report, end I believe that Fred Mrehmk Newcouwb
2lso0.ddde (And I&fton had beon close to Sevcomb,) The sotuclity 4~ tha% 3w FBI sgents,
unde. gréat strens, misstated a reference to the tracheotomy, on the neck, not the head,

The cutest, and perhaps the most cishonsst, of Iifton's omissions is essential %o
s orcatlon of tire for 211 those siusdter dixty deeds, tins he says was used in secret
to elter the nute evilense of ths o Tp86y partlcularly the brain. ldfton gets this time
by ellulaating the considerable cuount of time required for and mpent in maldng pre
SUOPSY Xeriyn end pictures, those that hsé to be made and were mdde before the body
wes toucheds There is no uonklon or thds in ail thvse hundreds of pages devoted to the
oreation of Iifton as & nu. folk hero, the one boyuwith his finger in the dike,

When the time this required 1s put back in Idfton'd chronology it is obvious that
there minply wasn't the vossibility of any of the horrible things he fubricated to
have haonened,

But with it there also wns no book, s Lifton, with a deoade and & half singulnrly
withou! ay mesairgful accoiiplishment, was equal to his jorsoenal need, as he was up to
pretending that all the work dome by s0 many others and apparent to enyone fomillar
with the literature, was his owm parsonal accomplishuente

There is no end to what Lifton oudts to muke his selfedeification possiblee Lt
pormeates this rnsaive bookeWhen he has inconaistent statenents bw gns rerson, as with
Carolyn 4rmold, ho sinply imits what is inconsdstent with his theorye The averuge resdexr
has no way of revlscing it

The publicher makes a big thing of his allegedly &i,itgeht efforts to cheok Lifton
outy, out his press kiis makes no refercnce to consultation with any subject exnert. Thia
is not bacuue Lifton's agent did not know ono - DBe :

Lifton's referconec t¢ w0, as vt of his eompulsive neod 4o put dovm all thusax
those whose work he tock, is b.onloss, e has ne in fear of his checking out the footnates
in Whitewssh. Actusily, all arc mercly citations to the Commission's published work and
ot one avears as a footnate, You can check them all and you'll find these ei:
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referchees cre accurates Undike otjers, who seck to commorcinlize fooinotes, I wade
these are wobtrusive as poscible, putiing thuw iike 2123, oll in yurens Lo the Sexte
On this fact his dnveniion is not reasonable, but the average readsr has no way of knowing
thise The siatcd purpone of my firet vosk was o sauss o Ceneressional investization.
How din he wordd could I have Poped to ascomplich thet &f I hnd any phoney fuheided g
footnctes? : )

I r ad the book and anmotated it as I read ite 1t 35 an inereditly bed, ewn evil,
bock, “¢ is ore of the Yarse body of woris thatnwe diginformationg, that rake evasoerated
cloime an? poobnlat: dmmoswihle it covepically acrepteble and mafe conspivecies, that
forsyears hove boen wisused by those with influence or euthority, to put dowm ell the
legitimate criticism that remains unanswered. :

The files of the fedorsl agencies abond withsuch stuff. +t is distributed within
the buresucracy to make it appear that all eritifiam S wit out merit and ought a0t Le
considered. 4s with LBJ, above, ‘ ’ .

Excuse the histe, and good lucke
' . Sinceraly,




Mar. 21 N 1981

Mr, Harold Weisberg
Route 12

01d Receiver Road
Frederick, MD 21701

Dear FHarold,

Let me briefly explain my reasons for writing. I am presently
working at The Frogressive in Madison and attempting to get

an article published. After talking with David Wrone, I've
decided to do a piece on Litton's Best Evidence, how publishers
push such bhooks, and how readers are ripped off.

Where 1s a good place to begin? What areas would you suggest
concentrating on? Ismy thesis sound, or do you think another
approach would be better?{ In addition, please include any
other surgestlons, issues or subject areas which I am certain
I've overlooked.

I should add, Eerold, that I have MacMillan's press packet

on Best Evidence. How would you use it? To me, items such

as "Suggested interview" provide some disturbing insights into
publishing and book reviewing in general,

One additional comment. I am by no means certein thst The
Progressive will publish an article on this subject, but 1
belleve the editorial staff will at least take a look at it.
To that extent, its up to me to find =n angle on this subject
that they mignht consider, As I am sure you aware, David Wron®
hasn't hada mucn luck with The Progressive in the past, (I

am also attempting to get a review of David end Lloyd Guth's
bibliography printed.)

Harold, I hope this letter finds you well and, if possible,
I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Gerge Seqprth

2334 Allied Dr. Apt. 2
Madison, WI 53711
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