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| Deterrent—No.

By &KH_ARD LEBHERZ

warfare program: is probably the strongest: argument for its

; existence,’” .says Colonel E, M. Gershater, 1, S, Army, Post

! k

- Certainly,: as-

pal requirements for a weapon to. sérve as an effective deterrent

s that it must be koows i0 the enemy before-hand. The wea-

pon must be koown tothe snemy previous usage -

: ¥ edtherthrougl 1
" say as the ‘atomic bomb was used -~ where the effect is a sar-

say that the deterrent role of an effective biological

has said, one of the princi- -

wo!
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weapon:is and ‘what it can' do, - The most encouraging sign re-.
cantkmehemica.t bwhgmlwarfargmmma,zsthe
oiﬂns kmd otm{otmamn ﬁmﬂepart— 8

the public throughout the United States,  One heard, or.one jmew, .’
: ormesuspecmd,lormmnce,whatwasgougmmchmcall
.. and biological research at various Armyposts throughout Ameri-
€3, -but’ one ' did not know for certain what that research was all
. zhout... Therefore, confused rumors were able to spread uncon-
‘trollably -as fast as’ biological. ckmdsmalkgedtobecnpable

et spreading over a countryside; -

= ‘The men whe run’ onrgoverment.fm?res:demm&xm-
. tors, to-Congressmen; and yes, evem members. . of the Depart~

.- myent of Defense, have access to Fort Detriclc. Instead of at~

- tending’ briefings in the Pentegon, or reading reports about BW,

. -any ‘one: of themr ¢an:come directly to Detrick, and obtain in-

formation first-hand from scientists who know what they are

talking: about, but not’ until how Bas the public had this oppor-

. tunity,. - A-few: Congressmen - and other officials have visited

- Fort: Detrick, -but: some -of the. Post’s: most: vociferous critics

* have- pot, - Whﬂe it is true thai only afew senior Defense of-

i ficials have as yet ever visited the Post, they are Colonel Ger-

"~ shater-says, informed on a regular basis of theresearchand
developnm program carried on there, -

RW&WW&WW,MWW&e

the Secretaryof Defense has been reported to advocate certain

“restrictions- “in - the :biclogical program, i several years ago,

required; iecluding immupizations. both for high government
officials, and the President’s (amily, in the event of active hso-
,;,loglcaloperatmnsdzmctedag&mstthxscmmy. B '
;.- But the fear and uncertainty still remain,’ 5

: In- explanation, Dr, Armold G. Wedum, Directoro{ Indnstnal
‘Health- and’ Safety at. the Post, offers this hypothesis: *‘Man
has an instinctive fear of disease, because fearof illness comes

' down to him from his earliest history.” As Dr. Wedum: speaks,
-you can visualize the time when men lived in caves. How per-
plexing it must have been for them whenone member of the tribe
“took mysteriously- ill, sickened and died, even worse when it
happened to'a number of people, During this entire time, there

- 'was po weapon to be seen, no enemyto be killed, There was only
a possibihb' of an evil spirit on the loose, “I believe it is an
avowed, ingrown fear,’’ continues Dr. Wedum, “Yousee, a man
can understand a bullet going into his flesh, or a lance sticking
. - in his leg, because he can sée whatiis attacking him. But agerm
= he: cannot see; agermhecammﬁghtagamst directly, and I think
that is one of the main reasons why there is such a fear of
biological warfare in. this country and throughout the world.”

Yet, there is another reason, beszdesmemoralreacuon. which -

: ‘,is possibly uppermost iy the public’s mind in attempting to eli-
nunazebmhgu:alwarfare. R : B

prise or g threat. ‘or, another less drastic way than Hirsohima
- information about the weapoa isreleasedtothe public, so that
both. the public and the enemy will come to vnderstand what that -

ﬁulmmhers. ’I‘hzssecrecyammadmspmmgxwmm\

B ‘government medical officers from the White House comsulted !
-with Detrick scientists regarding the protection: that would be

That the War Deparhnem. dnm'gWozIdWarn, was able in de—'
velop the mbmstnctestsecrecymdexplodextfnu-hhm

o . this: added burden - has' never been completely Tifted.

w,therewmrenenand lufomatgnbmgmieasad
‘,ermmmm&mdmthepmss--mdztmmd. :
ij,:amismnef.thtml:—-abmtnervegases.ﬂmnttheaﬂ@edum:tl:~

' and deadly weapons sgainst bananity ong day¥ without any fore:
. kmowledge, information about any fore-
“Tently to the ratpnblic. tﬁﬂnl’aslowbbemgmleaudcnr.




" Yet, even so, in today’s world and, in particular the Usited . m
4 States, Congress, and even the United Natioas (where, by the. ’ mi
*g;’mwm?ummmwtbmrkmgmhmﬁom- (oo Deysar i uppe i
warfare wou ieve avictory # America ceasedits research), - ledge in itself can and may act as Seean A r
-ythe released inclassified information sbout these weapons has. - throughout the worid, :Ba'mi::t mwas & detarront Qmw-%mmzj'
: ,vbeenel re;;xyed, some quarters as a threat, instead of a re- . bombs is-one thing, believes the Department of Defense trying
» hgm'm e what this country bas been researching and perfect- - to banish chemical and' biological warfare is another. Atomic.’
Way of chemical and biological warfare for our Na-- bomb testing in any country in the world, we would eventually -
tion; BnSe, ool oan e 0o know: about, because it is almost impossible ol s
e SR S S iy s e st e
- ; ;i v s 1 Weapons: and even: a small one-~— woul necessarily come te our-afie
of their Possible Use.” - This publication gives detailed des. tion, becanse it Is casily hiddmr |- - 10 Come to-our-atteo-
:crnptlons,_of,ﬂ;e various gases and bacteriological weapons and - Fort Detrick is under the overall control of the Department of
dnefswmsabeas&meﬂ and healthy arganization sbould, that -~ Defense, - > are some who work there who feef that the De-
_ : nded by all nations, since the very evidence of ~ partment has, by keeping their work so classified, worked. again e;{'?-,

“But the obvious significance of what th N th St inter T that ciated with
N have: overlooked in' its -strone . reaction iesugll;e?al:tﬁ:t‘stxg © Post n the past makes everything they do Whtﬁe :

public, even when they are devetoping and researching new vac-
: cines’ (including some that are already in use today) in order te
" save lives mow and in the years to come, This is true whether.
we _re in a war or not. It is perhiaps for this reason that the
gates of Fort Detrick are beginning to swing mere widely open
. toward the world than has beentrue in thepast.- - -~~~ 7
.- “Apparently, the years of study and research, of comparing
 intelligence reports obtained from other nations, by whatever
means, has paid off.  AS a resuli, this couniry bas become much
more knowledgeable of the capabilities and limitations of chem--
ical and biclogical warfare; and therefore need not unduly fear
" the great risks of technological surprise by an-aggressive
enemy. -(Indeed, it/ might enrrently be more afraid of its pre-
carious position in’the American community.) -This lessening
" of -fear or tension: at Detrick, this.desire to report candidly
to the public on its reséarch and development efforts, should be”
understood in his recent light, ‘Scientists in the bivlogical war-
fare research program are trying fo free themselvesof some of
the extra burden, that onus they have borme sinee 1943, and are
slowly. coming out into the open.”. T ; ‘
. The threat of chemical and biological warfare is ‘obviously
here whether we-like it or not. It is here in our midst just as
- strongly as the shadow of the H-bomb, We can try to ignore its
existence, but the reality-of it will not go-away.. We must learn
to live with the threat of this newtype of warfare, as we have had
o learn’ to-live with the H-bomb and saturation cunventional
i But we must learn to live with it prudently,

The forces that shape the crisis at Fort Detricle that make it
what it is today ---a symbel of crisis -~ are the same national
forces: and influences that shape the world we live in, that make
Vietnam what it is, another symbol of crisis, in the American
way of life, and life throughowt the world,

it would be wrong, and it would be more than short-sighted of
us as Americans, to-look oa résearch and development of bio-
logical‘warfare heré in:his’ country as pertaining to us alone,
as - being a means of warfare developed uniquely by us in this
world, “This Is absolutely not s0. There is strong reason to be-
lieve that al Jeast 13 countries, including the Soviet Union, sev~
eral of the NATO couniries, and others, are conducting bio-~
logical research. programs of some magnitude, - They all have
their ‘‘Fort Detricks’ tucked away, working vu their gwn in- |
vestigations, .o il b e D ‘

‘The process: that Detrick bas gone through 1o learn about bio-
logical warfare, they have also gone through.' They, too, have '
practiced. 'rigorous secrecy,  and they still da.- The necessity .|
for extreme cantion in_ handling and controiling laboratory ex-
periments -has been as demanding to.them as it has been o
Fort Detrick’s personnel, . 7 0 ol ealin 0 e

.There.'is o’ morality oa. a battlefield, so the saying goes,
there is only expediency,  The first thing any general (or na~
tion) must. jettison -on 2 battlefield is. his sense of what is’

~moral and what’ is .not. . As the general stacds before a map
and says,: “put this company in there; and one in there, and an-
other over there,;’” he is talking in terms. of units, of figures,
not in terms of human beings or morality: . There are many who
believe that since the atom bomb was exploded, followed by the-
development of the H-bomb, the entire world has become one
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. mge, potential baitlefield, :

Nations . that: used. to redire mouths o vrsxtcambewsued:
in a few hours.: Whether we like it or nof, whether we will ad-.

" mit i to ‘ourselves _and our peers or. not; man has entered:a

new, limitless,  fearful epoch -~ the age of sufvival, - Moral—»_‘
ity, some- say, has become a Twury man cax no longer afford,”
for the whole world has suddenly become more vulnerable,
mdmmy feel that' the fuiure is not bright wiless we'are will-~

ing to come m terms wiﬂx the new condltmnsmderwhxchwe
‘Hve, -

across the world 1o Vietnam to Jearn this lesson? We say we

- went. into this: ancient country:for meoral reasens, for moral
- commitments. Yet we may havewabardonitmtonly for mor~-

al ‘pressures, byt for. a: very realistic reason, survival. ‘Yet
while ‘we explain oar. strategic: reasons {or withdrawing {rom

Vietnam, - {0 keep the Communist . expansion {rom spreading

throughout " Asia: (as if most of it hasa’t already soccumbed),
there are some who deplore this country’s development and re-
- ‘search in chemical and biological warfare, jst.as if the Com-

‘  munists  bave :not and: aremtpurwmg this same area inside-

“'the - “Fort Dotricks’ -that exist in their countries.. Isn’t this.
an inconsistency that does not make sepse? . -

" What' we may hear from Detrick personnel, we ¢ad dséume
that if we-visited ‘ather nations, and their chemical and bio~

Isa’t it odd now we have taken the trmxb!etogohal!—way'

e e

logical ‘warfare posts, we could also hear there., What wé can |

see at Petrick, we could see there, too. . Only, nowhere else

of late do we hear of other nations upenmg up their gates or -

mmtmg the press msxde. This should give us pause,:

*Some peeple,’’ exclaims Colonel Gershater, ‘thms we :e-r

lease far too much information tw the press, or print far too

many -results of our experiments in scientific journals,” But
can the Department. of Defense, one wonders, cver release tog

much: about its chemical aud biological warfare programs to -

the public, if. they are to act as a deferrent to our enemies? -

Because .of the Department of Defense need’ for: what has
been termed ‘supersecrer 7, in its early beginnings at .Fort
Detrick, -a ‘certain susp:cxm has clung o its' work, and along
with the work, a certain taint, unfortunately, has rubbed off on
its  scientists, its engineers, its personnel, and its research,
Indeed, this suspicion has been very bard on ti‘e momle of the
many who work there, :

if one believes the press, and the TV and mmors, one. would ’

ha»e to eater Fort Deirick with the menial image of Army of-
ficers inside the Post, rubbing their hands together gIee[uuv

~walting By take their latest scientific discovery and. tarn. xtm'

the enemy, (whoever he might be at the timel One can im-
agine f{rom the popular press stories ‘that there are scien-

tists  inside sitling in-the midst of their spotlessly clean ja-

boratories, cultivating a new germy mth a sadistic grinon their

S A

hps. -Pictures. a( humag. bemgs being used agamst t.heuthu
“guinea pigs’ come o mind.’
a‘S’I‘!‘\ererl'o:n-é”igxi: is so anti-climatic to fi nd tt:‘at mth:;:di tl’;f:
cientists, the researchers in "0
m&oggeé:;e?&i talente&, professional, intelligent, ex-
perienced human beings, who believe themselves to: be, above
‘ail else;, exceedingly patriotic. They go to church onSupdays.
Theymalee mistakes, ‘They also make discoveries. :
= 1f -the Fort Detrick personnel are different, it may be be-
caase they are gquite aware that.the world has become much |
smaller. They are certainly aware of the pitfalls and the un-
: relidﬁlity that' infect burnan.behavior, . If-anyone is conscious
" of the age.of survival that many historians say we are in, it is.
these men, .~ And' if there is one area supposedly off-1imits
: for ‘them totatk ‘about, that area is morality, ‘So it comes as
| quite a shock, when first off, Colonel Gersﬁater bn.ngs m sub-
in his office on the Post.. E
Jec:gy professional soldier who has seen war at ﬁrst-hand,
as' I have,” he says, looking very serious through his glass—
es. 48 pretty well convinced that all wars are immoral. ..
Mosto[ussawmugkmzseumdsuﬁermgboth&arirgmd
. after World War H to convince us forever that war is a nasty,
miserable business. . But until every nation is-ready to-bend
all Ets,swords into. plmxhshares,_ it gs prst“qm_atteruinaf




SRR,

7 tfonal brudence tw k Our powaer ary; amdt U6 De prepared |
> g defel:xd our cmmtrye.ep He leans back: in his chair, his dark |
‘??‘SA;he:e;ﬁ‘?" he continues, *‘a bullet is no more or less :
tmoi—al “than- & gerou. A bomb or aﬁgtpedo;sno;mq::eo(
less moral than s pathogenic: spray. ‘And ibere certainly isn't |
 anything moraf-sbout. a Vietnam punji stake, but have you ever
" heard the dissenters profesting becanse the Vist Cong are using
it against onr soldiers?™’ L L e e
s ;g»‘:wﬁi;étake,";he‘teﬂs} me, is a nidim_qqt;ry;pmn:txn{
.- weapon. made by the Viet Cong, i Thefstake,z&shaxpmedﬂtga 4
-point,_ then buried in the ground., ‘When stepped on,even with -
- thick” GI.‘soled ;shoes, the: point_is often abie to perictrate aid -

;- infection is virtually certain to set in. Bacteriology on 2 jmgle

€

-
“extensively, S £ - e TR
" **Well,” he begins, *‘in 1941 it was known by our intelligence .
service that both the Germans and the Japanese had been de-
" veloping - chemical.. and:_biological wacfare, - ,;'}N!;en-}!-‘p’rt De-
 trick ‘was established here in 1943, we were starting literally _
* from scratch, We had {o learn a great deal very Guickly, and in
secret. - We were al war, and we did not know if the enemy -
infended to employ the nerve gases orbiological wariare that they .
- had beeir working on.. Thank God they dido’t!. We would not have
“been adequately prepared;: - - A I D T .
L '.trytopicﬁggwhatwéhmtogacetberg First of all, our ~
+ seientists had to ask themselves this question: -~ what kind of
microorganisms could the gnemy use against. us? ' What kind
“of merve gases conld hé uge against us? - Furthermore, we had |
* %o ask durselves, how could we defend Gurselves and counter-
© act their microorganisms and their nerve gases?’ -
.-Somewhere along there, the idea of breeding new forms of
germs came into consideration. The idea of baving a germ iso-
lated by our own scientists, one that the other side did not know
about, offered somse military possibilities, Pathogens were in-
duced into producing more potent toxing than some that were al- )
veady known, . 0 7 ot : S e - -
*‘We..not only bad to Have weapons to confront our enemies
offensively,” he gues on to explain, ‘but we had to have a
solid defense as well. If we were going to have to bring our
- Weapons' up against an. enemy,  he is forced to ask himseif
pot only ‘all’ right, ‘what are they bringing up against uys?’
but - also <~ if he iatends to - survive very long - ‘what can
they do to burt us in.retaliation?” If he lnows, for instance,” °
that we. have positive. means of protecting our armies from
their weapons, he obviously will - think twice before begin-
. hing an offensive agalnst us.” - . AT
- The hope: of biological. warfare, then, is that these poten- -
tHatly” harmful’ microorganisms. will ‘act as 3 deterrent and
help prevent geacral war, much as {he atomic bomb hag done,
Who would dare be foclish  enough to assault a nation which
has equal capabilities to " retaliate? - This is essentially the
main line of reasoning that the Department of Defense has

bursued and is contiming t¢ pursue in its program,” Since the

i it

-asakl in 1943, other nations might readily believe that we might.~
- hot_hesitate to drop chem’icalsmﬁ Serms on an enemy, ‘We have |
i already shown our” willinghess ‘i 2 -national erisis to make 1

that hard choice. B e - : :
. “There is ancihier factor about bio

» > logical warfare that makes
i--it. even more -dangerous,” says Colonel Gershater,: . '“Big. -
i “logical warfare is: not nearly so expensive to ‘research'and
i develop as, say instance, the hydrogen bomb:: We know that a :
¢ pumber of ‘Small countries are carrying on research in CBW.
i B s a weapon that smaller coantries: could develop and use |
+ if they chose to do 50, while only the bigger; richer nations can
;‘atrordthehqqzryofhydfogmbombs;t; L R T T
L *So what are our-alternatives in.the futute?” Gnestions the :
; Post Commander, sitting back comfortably onthechair, “There .’
i are those: who have suggested that our: nation’s defense does

;- ot truly need a biological research program,  They ¢lainy that,




]

it is.a form of warfare alien fo  traditiosal American res—.
traint in- the usé-of force, .Fortumately or unfortunately, we
cannot rely on other nations. {0 respect this same tradition. .
‘While honest differences of opinion may well exist about our:

-national. policies, other aaticns ‘will undoubtedly’ do what they

7 believe fo be “in- their  own nafonal fmerest, It would simply:

- be .unwise. for ‘any nation to give up unilaterally the defense

options: that may be critical at some fufure date; in exchange

. for international agreements that are and can be very easily -

broken.” R .

He suddenly. sits up. straight.  “Biological research- differs
significantly - [rom ' puclear research,’” he explains,  “Ela~ ‘
borate and -hard-to-conceal facilities “and procedures are nor-
mal for muclear research and development programs, but not -
essential for biological research and’ testing..  Many biole~ .
gical ageunts can be produced in Quantities that are not in-"
significant in just a well-eguipped hospital laboratory or in a
brewery, or for that mattér, even in a home kitchen, "~ % "

*No,”’ he stands op -suddenly, ‘mo. . .it is absohmtely not
in our best nativaal interests for éis to abandon our research
program and to-have to rely on either all-out nuclear res- -
ponse or abject surrender as our only possible replies,””

In an editorial in the Washington Post entitied, ‘“Against
Biological 'War,"” October 22, 1969, it states: . ‘Pefense
Secretary- Laird  is. not. only supervising- his 'department’s
review. of chemical-biological warfare policies. . He is doing
‘something moch more  rare- and commendable: changing his
mind, . From contending that the United States must make
CBW .preparations . {o deter a Soviet threaf, he has reported-
Iy’ moved to the position that this country should stop pro-

~ducing biological warfare agents altoghether,™ o o .

And then in the same editoriak - ‘‘Chemical warfare is dif~
ferent. . Such a ‘well informed critic of CB policies as Re-
presentative ' Richard - McCarthy notes that where biological
weapons are sirategic, chemical agents are for tactical use.””
(One wonders if he is talking abouf everyday DDT, while for=
%e(:fx;x;g ;ixm c&e déaevly n;x}e—f gases that the Germans per-
ae nring Warld ar “Mr. McC would retain
a retaliatory CW capacity but would abandon gx‘;ﬂ?}' BW,’” he said -
in - a weekend speech, ‘‘can be employed: by the smallest na-
tion .- therefore we have an interest in hanning its use,”

It is precisely because small nations can research and

our defense against if, ' And does the Cengressmah truly be-

lieve -that if we say we will cease, those smaller nations. will -

do 50, also? L . el Laia s :
The question that must now be: asked is this: Should we ac-

spent a day at Fort Detrick, and has never conferred with an
of the seientists who research and deveinp the microorganism
he is discussing so atboriatatively? (e obviously knows very

-~ little about deadly chemical weapons). -

" Are we evey going. to puf-seme faith and eonfidence in the
scientists and professional researchers who have beent work-
ing. at Detrick for 26 years in the area of biological defense?
Are we ever goiRg to-listen. o the only men who have had the
d:u'eg:t experience " and: responsibility, “‘to provide' the neces-
Sary’ answers? - Because, in-the end, those meq are the only
ones ‘who-have potentially risked.their lives in order to iden-
tify the answers 5o -essential to the defense and security of

.our country,

¢ Fart Il - Project Whitecoat, will appear on Thursday, Nov.
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