I ord Lauds

Kissinger

l’remdem Fnrd, oA ﬁhm
tlay of campalgning hore he-
fore Tuesday's Ilinois pri-
mary, todey  strongly | de-
{ended  Seeretary . of State
Menry AL kminger. who in-
creasingly s beeoming g
central isspe i the prest
dential campaian,

Answering guoestions ba
fore 2500 students and fue
ully members at  Wheaton
College west ‘of here, the
Presiden: said- U8, foveizn
palley =
constructivel v

“Under  thuse. . r-u:um
stances.™ he said, 1 would -
not, under gy cirenm-
stances, want Hemv Kis-
singer to quit, period 't

The Pm&idwt alsn  told.

the 'ﬁ"luatnn audience that
of the great Seeretaries of
-SIaLfﬁw.wa_f-—, e s T
ater. in a speech hefor
the | ago Council of For
© mn aﬁ@;e?atmer
House, Mr. Ford said that
Msamgecr and Defense Se¢
retary Donald  Rumsfeld—
often thoush of as rivals
within. the Ford adminis-
traton—are working  fo-
gether smootlily ¢ T:3
out & single United States
poliey.”
Kissinger has come under

See PRESIDENT, A, Col. 1

i3 moviiz forward

1S er Yone

Klssmger Censures

Aon Jr. has bqem "severely
reprimanded™ ﬂ:p
_of Stater Hepry Al

fally on Khsslnaer’s secrel
talks wtlh,m Kast l:ead

"ﬁmt anmmmtmt
th.e State Department yes-
Ler(lay ¢limaxed what has

become a miner Cause cele-

bru inside the UEL élplu
-matie cotnmunity,

Atherton, head of the Bu
reau-of Near l-hatern aned
tmuth Asian - Affairs,  is

widely suspeeted-of having
been turned into a Iau gusr
for K:sslnger LD

That - suspicion  was
-rnundly denied yesterday

hy Deputy Under Secretary

Lawrence 5. Eagleburser,

who officially conducted the

Jinguiry  into. the leak  of
celassified information - 1o
Edward R. F.° Sheehan,
writer of thé article that
appeared in the quarterly
magazine, Foreign Poliey.
The suspicion that Ather-

ton is being used as a fall

Zuy, Eaglehu:ger said,
“imputes . . motaves that go
beyond the pale. . .

“P'woutd not be a party to
making Roy Atherton the
fall guy on amlhing, ‘Eagle-
burger said. “Hes a long-
time friend , .. And ihe see-

2 Fa L
Assistant Seete' a‘ry ot

Emw, nldn’t be a parly
State Alfred L, morl Ather i

e

for Dbriefing a ‘writer too

by

toag, ¥

In admﬂon to i.he ‘official,
severe feprimand for Ather-
ton. a lesser reprimand was

given to Harold H. Saun-

ders, formerly a df:puty ta :

Atherton. and now

of the Bureau of |

gence and Research in the
State Department.

(The fwo' meén were moti-
vated by “good intentions”
and “a desire to explain our
Middle Enst poliey and noth-
ing more,” Bagleburzer said,

- but “there was elearly a sub-

stantial error in judgment”
in disclosing classitied infor.
mation to Sheehan.

*“Fhis is a painful bmmss

for  everybody  involved,"

suid Eagleburger.

_The State ‘Dapartment bas !

acknnwtedﬂed that
singer met with Sheehan at

- feast once for about 30 min-

utes, and authorized senjor
officials “to be helpful™ to
Sheehan, & former US, in:
formation officer in the
Middle East who was plan-
ning a hook on Kissinger's

- “shuttle  diplomaey.” Shee-

han alse met with Under

Seeretary Joseph ). Sisco

and other officials. y
When the Sheehan &rtlcle

_in -the quarterly Foreign

Policy was published last
See LEAK, ALL Col. 1
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: 3 (=l ) - Assoelatad Press
Assistant Secretury of State Alfred L. “leaks,” greets Isracli Foreign Minister
Atherton, reprimanded by Kissinger over  Yizal Allon, right, who arrived yesterday.,



Kissinger Reprimands Aide

LEAK, From Al

week, it contained unusually
detailed and  lengthy ex-
changes of private conversa-
tions between Kissinger and
band Israeli leaders. In
'nwte “normal leaks.” this
“information would be less
prominently seaftered
“through the writing,
_Although the article was
favorable to Kissinger, ifs
publication came just after
Kissinger's denunciation of
the House intellicence com-
mittee headed by Rep. Otis
G, | Pike (D-N.Y) for
“McCarthyism” in leaks of
classified documents. The
ones leaked from the com-
mittee were cntmal of Kis-
singer.

Atherton and Saunders
are among Kissinger's most
triusted lieutenants. They
are known as two of the
most scrupulous officials in
‘the department for carrying
out his wishes in all mat-
ters, especially dealings
with the press, on which
Kissinger is very sensitive.

Nevertheless, according to
authoritative sources, Kis-
singer later “cooled down”
on what he would do about
it, these sources said.

Eagleburger gave report-
ers the following account
vesterday:

An examination of the
problem began on Feb. 27,

On March 5, on Atherton's
return  from an overseas
trip, Atherton *“told the
secretary that he had in
fact read to Mr. Sheehan
from classified memoranda
of conversation,

“On March ‘9, Mr. Ather-
tonn _voluntarily came for-
ward with a letfer to the
secretary outlining his part
in the matter and taking
full responsibility for the
decision to read to Mr
Sheehan from classified
memoranda . . "

Eagleburger emphasized
that Atherton's letter “was
not solieited by anvone.”

Fagleburger said: “The
secretary [Kissinger] was al-
mnst wholly unmvoived in
this.

He said Sheehan had ap-
proached Atherton, whom
he knew, outlined his book
project, and- on April 18,
1873, Atherton in a memo to
klsﬁinger suggested author-
izing briefings for Sheehan,

Engleburger said Ather-
tan, in his letter, said he re-
ceived Kissin‘ger—'s_ “zeneral
approval to give Mr. Shee-
han background bricﬂngs "
To “supplement factual in-
formation,” Eagleburger
said, Atherton briefed Shee-
han “orally from
(Kissinger's) memorandum
of conversation, for the
most part summarizing or
paraphrasing selected por-
tions .. "

No documents were gZiven
to Sheehan, Eagleburger
said, nor any versions of
presidential =~ conversations.
Saunders “on one oceasion
read briefly” to Sheehan
from a memorandum, on
Atherton's authorization.

Eagleburger said, “It “is
clear that there was a sub-
stantial misunderstanding”
between Atherton and Shee-
han over use of the brief-
ings.

In addition to the repri-
mands, Eagleburger said all
department officials are be-
ing cautioned that they “are
not authorized to read from
oi use classified documents™
to briel unauthorized per-
S0NS.

. Eagleburger declined to
speculate what affect the in-

- cident would have on the 39-

yearold  Atherton, who

holds the permanent rank of
career minister.

One senior official said
privately that there is wide-
spread sympathy for Ath-
eérton in the State Depart-
ment, a broad belief that he
“sacrificed himsell,” and
therefore his career should
not suffer.

Part of this belief that
Atherton was a fall guy is
the memory of a lead dis-
pule in 1973, over a book by
John  Newhouse, = “Cold
Dawn," which contained siz-
nificant Secret information
on U.S.-Soviet nuclear nego-
tiations at the time when
Kissinger was presidential
national security affairs ad-
viser.

Kissinger disclaimed re-
sponsibility for that leak,
hut lauded the book as
“outstanding™



