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In Reply, Plcase Refer to

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BURKAU OF INVESTICATION

Springficld, Illinois
November 29, 1968

JAMES EARL RAY

On November 26, 1968, Mr, JONN L, VEST, Salesman
Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 8th and Illinois, East St. Louis,
Illinois, advised that records of his company indicate ihat
JOIN L, RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293, Winnetka,
Illinois, purchased a 1962 Plymouth, four~door, Sedan
LoN 2081165934, on July 14, 1867, a8 per involdc easus.
Mr. WEST advised that this invoice indicates that the price
of the above car was $200, In addition, there was sales
tax in the amount of $9.50 and a notary fee in the amount
of 50 ‘cents, bringing total price of the automobile to 8210,
Mr. WEST further advised that his records indicate that

" RAYNS made a cash deposit of $20, as per receipt #38466 dated

July 14, 1867, and apparently returnecd shortly thereafter with
the balance of $120, as the records indicate reccipt #38469
dated July 14, 1967, indicate RAYNS paid this amount. WEST
pointed out that although he could not be specific as to the
time element involved between the period of time that the
$20 cash deposit was paid and the balance of $190 was paid
it was apparently only a metter of a few minutes to an hour,
8ince there were only two receipts issued between deposit

receipt and balance receipt given to RAYNS.

Mr. WEST .pointed out that there was no trade-in
involved in the transaction. Ile also advised his file on
RAYNS indicates Illinois sales tax form 71978804, which was
dated July 14, 1967, was completed on that date and this along
with the license information was mailed to the Secretary of

"State's Office, Springfield, Illinois, on July 31, 1967. Mr.

WEST stated that from his records he bad to assume RAYNS

to the 1962 Plymouth, inasmuch as he was able to find a receipt

#463, in the amount of $3.00, which is the fee normally paid

for transfer of title,. Mr. WEST stated if an individual

- purchases an automobile and appliecs for a new license, he
would be charged a minimum of $7.00, ‘
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘ In Reply, Please Refer . Springficld, Illinois ,
] File No. November 29, 1968
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o JAMES EARL RAY
] .
3 On November 26, 1968, Mr, JOHN L. VEST, Salesman, ,
b ' Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc.,.éth and Illinois, East St. Louis, I
o Illinois, advised that records of his company indicate that -

Illinois, purchased a 1962 Plymouth, four-door, Sedan

VIN 2921165934, on July 14, 1967, g per invelde #6953,
. 3 Mr. WEST advised that this invoice indicates that the price
i of the above car was $200, In addition, there was sales R
|
|

i JOIIN L, RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293, Winnetka,
3
5

- tax in the amount of $9.50 and a notary fee in the amount
1 of 50 ‘cents, bringing total price of the automobile to $210,

3 " RAYNS made a cash deposit of $20, as per receipt #38466 dated
1 July 14, 1967, and apparently returned shortly thereafter with

! the balance of $120, as the records indicate recceipt #38469°

| dated July 14, 1967, indicate RAYNS paid this amount, WEST

|
|
Mr., WEST further advised that his records indiecate that ‘ !
I

i " time element involved between the period of time that the

i $20 cash dcposit was paid and the balance of $190 was paid,
it was apparently only a metter of a few minutes to an hour,
8ince there were only two receipts issued between deposit
receipt and balance receipt given to RAYNS. .

pointed out that although he could not be specific as to the “r
{
i

Jr. WEST pointed out that there was no trade-in '

. involved in the transaction. Ile also advised his file on .

- RAYNS indicates Illinois sales tax form #1978804, which was r
dated July 14, 1967, was completed on that date and this along
with the license information was mailed to the Secretary of

‘State's Office, Springficld, Illinois, on July 31, 1967. Mr.
WEST stated that from his records he had to assume RAYNS
transferred his license from a previously owned automobile

3 to the 1962 Plymouth, inasmuch as he was able to find a receipt

J #463, in the amount of $3.00, which is the fee normally paid i

| for transfer of title, Mr. WEST stated if an individual

- purchases an automobile and applics for a new license, he

would be charged a minimum of $7.00, ‘
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JAMES FEARL RAY

Mr. WEST advised he recalled that the 1962 Plymouth
was taken into Bundy Oldsmobile as the trade-in from an
unrecalled Negro male who had purchased a new Cutlass, about
& month prior to the transaction with RAYNS., WEST stated
that the salesman who sold the car to RAYNS was GOREL BIGGS,

Mr., WEST stated he could not Specifically recall the
sale of the automobile to RAYNS. Ile stated photographs of -
JAMES EARL RAY were unfamiliar to him. Jle likewise showed
photograph to other sales personnel at Bundy Oldsmobile and
they, too, stated that they could not recall RAY as ever having
been in Bundy Oldsmobile, WEST did point out, however, that
his business is primarily the sale of hew cars and used cars
of a higher quality than the automobile sold to RAYNS. There-
fore, the transaction was Somewhat insignificant and he was
unable to recall any further specific details and was only
able to furnish the above information as dircect result of

. review of thefreceipts, invoices and orders set forth above.

Mr. GOBEL BIGGS, Salesman, Bundy Oldsmobile, Ine.,-
East St, Louis, Illinois, after revicwing the invoice ordeys
-——aid other receipts pertaining to the sale of 1962 Plymouth,

%, four-door, Sedan VIN 2 j BOldwﬁﬁ'J L,
"+ RAYNS, 5p nut, Post Office Box 293 ) winnet ' ?gginois,

stated ol reca 8 individual or anything 'of the
transaction. My, BIGGS adviseéd the transaction was rather
insignificant and it involved the sale of a "junker" with ‘
$200, and he could have possibly remembered more about the man
‘had he sold the individual a neyw car or a used car in better
condition. Mr. BIGGS did state, however, that he still has in
his _possession a "follow-up information card" for JOHN L,
RAYNS with the address of 507 Chestnut, Post Office Box 293,
Winnetka, Illinois, and he indicates on this card that RAYNS
. purchased a 1962 Plymouth on July 14, 1967. Mr. BIGGS stated
it is the policy at Bundy Oldsmobile for all salesmen to send

new car literature to individuals to whom they have sold |
automobiles in the past; and, based on this information card
he is relatively certain that he has sent such literature to
RAYNS at the above address on at least Seven or eight occasions
Since the initial purchase of {he 1952 Plymouth. He stated he
has no way of knowing whether this literature was received by
RAYNS at this address or whether it was returned by the Post
Office. lle stated if such literature would have been returned
" by the Post Office to Bundy Oldsmobile, it would have Just

been destroyed;-thcrofore, he would have no way of knowing

’
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JAMES EARL RAY
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Bundy Oldsmobile, Ine.,-

East St. Louis, Illinois, after reviewing the invoice orders
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rchased u 67, from GEORGE SEYMOUR HELLER,
Chicago, Illinois. Certificate
of Title w 475 issued June 6, 1967, to RAYNS for this

~ with no lien and has not been surrendercd to date.

JAMES EARL RAY

whether or not it was actually received. BIGGS, upon
viewing photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, statced he could not .
agssociate this individual with being identical with RAYNS
and was unable to furnish any other details as to the .
transaction, including the manner of payment, although he ;
was certain from the invoice and receipts that this F
automobile was paid for in cash.

*, Auto Registration
Section, Secretary oi State's Office, Springfield, Illinois,

advised on November 27, 1968, that a check of records reflect ¥
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 was issued June 5, 1967, i
to JOHN LARRY RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Box 293} Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M531108240, which was

ey

vehicle with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned:

1967 Illinois license transferred to RAYNS for a 1962

Plymouth, four-door, VIN 2921165934, wvhich was purchased

used July 14, 1967, "from Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois
Avenue, East "St. Louis Illinois. The application-for this
transfer reflects that above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold

- later. Certificate of Title #B1604563 issucd August 8, 1967, to

RAYNS for instant Plymouth with no lien. %

qalso advised that 1967 Illinois license
n-r_sioz vas issued B/28/67 to JERRY W. RYAN,

Northbrook, Illinois, for instant Plymo rchased

ugust 25, 1967 f£rom JOIN L. RAYNS, 507 Chcstnut Winnetka,
Illinois. Certi#icate of Title #B1777474 issued September 7,5
1967, to RYAN for this Plymouth with no lien.

Mr. TABOR also advised that 1967 Illinois license
Octoberf 25, 1967, to GJERDIS DOROTHEA RAY,
eerfield, Illinois for instant 1962
~clinscd used October 20, 1907, from JERRY W. RYAN,
Norihbrook, I1linois. Certificate of Title
November 6, 1967, to RAY for this Plymouth

L

Driver's License Section Secretary o: (ate's Office, Springlie d’

Illinois, advised she could find nothing in her files identitinble -
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~ with no lien and has not been surrendercd to date.

-

JAMES EARL RAY

whether or not it was actually received. BIGGS, upon
viewing photograph of JAMES EARL RAY, statcd he could not .
associate this individual with being identical with RAYNS
and was unable to furnish any other details as to the o
transaction, including the manner of payment, although he "
was certain from the invoice and receipts that this 1
automobile was paid for in cash,

O, o iccisocstion
Section, Secretary ox ate's Office, Springfield, Illinois,

advised on Novcmber 27, 1968, that a check of records reflect
that 1967 Illinois license LM-5942 was issued June 5, 1967, .
to JOHN LARRY RAYNS, 507 Chestnut, Box 293, Winnetka, Illinois,
for a 1959 Chrysler, two-door, VIN M531108240, which was

cchs us 67, from GEORGE SEYMOUR HELLER,
Chicago, Illinois. Certificate
of Title # 475 issued June 6, 1967, to RAYNS for this

vehicle with no lien. On August 8, 1967, above-mentioned:

1967 Illinois license transferred to RAYNS for a 1962

Plymouth, four-door, VIN 2921165934, which was purchased

used July 14, 1967 from Bundy Oldsmobile, Inc., 711 Illinois
Avenue, East St. Louis, Illinois. The application-for this
transfer reflects that above-mentioned 1959 Chrysler to be sold
later. Certificate of Title #B1G04563 issued August 8, 1967, to

P

RAYNS for instant Plymouth with no lien. 4
qalsd advised that 1967 Illinois license
RT-5302 vwas issued 8/28/67 to JERRY W. RYAN,
Northbrook,. Illinois, for instant Plymo cd
ugust 25, 1967 £rom  JOIIN L. RAYNS, 507 Chestnut Winnetka

I1linois. Cextiiicate of Title #Bl777474 issued Septembcr 7,
1967, to RYAN for this Piymouth with no lien.

‘ Mr. TABOR also advised that 1967 Illinois licenue
Octobef 25, 1967, to GJERDIS DOROTHEA RAY,
eerfield, Illinois for instant 1962

used October 20, 1907, from JERRY W, RYAN,
Norithbrook, Illinois. Certificate of Title
November 6, 1967, to RAY for this Plymouth

[

Driver's License Section Secret 'y O fate's Office, opringlie a’

I1linois, advised she could find nothing in her files 'identifiable
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JAMES EARL RAY

with GJERDIS DOROTIIEA RAY. Concerning JERRY W, RYAN she
furnished the following: :

Address;
ake st, Iinois

Date of Birth: July 16, 1935

Height: 5'9"
Weight: 178 pounds
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Brown
Driver's
License
Number: R500-4393-5202, which expires

July 16, 1971

. RYAﬂ obtained this driver's license after taking
an examination on May 20, 1968, while driving a 1950 DeSoto.

' on April 19, 1968, Illinois
State Board of Probation and arole, Springfield, Illinois,

advised that one JERRY WILLIAM RAY, also known as JERRY
WILLIAM RYAN, white male, date of birth July 16, 1935, at
Quincy, Illinois, 5'10", 170 pounds, with brown hair and

~ .brown eyes, was the brother of JAMES EARL RAY.

This document contains ncither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside ‘your agency.
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JAMES EARL RAY

with GJERDIS DOROTIIEA RAY. Concerning JERRY W. RYAN she
furnished the following: ’

Address;
ake s Iinois

Date of Birth: July 16, 1935

Height: 5'9"
Weight: 178 pounds
Hair: Brown
Eyes: Brown
Driver's
License :
Number: R500-4393-5202, which expires

July 16, 1971

RYAN obtained this driver's license after taking

an examination on May 20, 1968, while driving a 1960 DeSoto.

' On April 19, 1968, Illinois
State Board of Probation and arole, Spraingiiel » Illinois,

advised that one JERRY WILLIAM RAY, also known as JERRY
WILLIAM RYAN, white male, date of Dirth July 16, 1935, at
Quincy, Illinois, 5'10", 170 pounds, with brown hair and

-brown eyes, was the brother of JAMES EARL RAY.

This document contains ncither recommendations nor

conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is

loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside -your agency.
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