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frs. Flo Kennedy o 12/afme
8 mt »18 St., ‘ 7
¥ew York, N,Y.

Dear ¥lo,

If 1t hat not besn for the zessage delivered by our red-nocked frierd - and you
should hear Wp sing!! - 1'd still have written you about other matters.

I was off mexing o couple of My nuw rave speeches at colieges end was getiing
near Washington when Ferry's testimony began. I lis to it in the train, in the cad
to JYiu's office, in ths office and in tha cab to znd from Jail whun we went to see
John Ray. While there is much I did not and could not hear you snd ~epper were rcally
superb. HMore than descrved congratulations Jo you both even if you gontributed to an
extraordinarily difficult next day for Jim as Stokes tried to recapture sone self-
respect. dnd in the effort lost the 1ittle thak remained to his. Ths Orec! He's out
to rehabilitate Joe McCarthy.

Before getting to the matters sbout which I plamned to write once 1 knew you were
imvolved 1'11 explain why my appearances ars 80 rare, s partial cocment in reeponse to
FOUr EOBBALO.

in 1968 or 1969 Dick regory intgrduced e to his lecture bureau. They were
excited becauss I was an aGthentio expert on both the JFK and King assassinations.
They agreed to book me. I was delighted, and not only because I was and had been
mﬂm broke, as you uny recall.

Next thing I knew they colled to tell me they could not do this. (50uwe of this

1s in correspondence to whick you are weloome.) The rceson is because Furk “ane claimed

he hed an exclusive contract. As I pointed out this could mot be because they were
sivertising sud boeoking Cluy Ykev. They inslatsd on what I'm sure is not tyne, that
Rark hed this exclusive and was insiting on it. So I offered again to speak on

and added thet I would opesk to the first black groups thoy could bock without Tee.
Fark's influence, through if not exolusively through “athy Kingella, wus such that

they not only did not accept tids wnuazal ofter— thoy didn’t oven reply.

You snd countlsss osher people know Bark one way, one side, only ono hs has
any reanon to let most people see. There iz an entirely different person, as 1 hope
neither you nor 311l Pappar has occeslon ¢o lcarn,.

Except that you both not be burt 1 have no interest iu pursuing this. I appreciate
vyour interest snd your hope and wish it could beo, bus i have found, from long trying
and with this one in partioulsr, that co-habitation with an octopus is impossible.

I know of Pepper's relationshdp with inne, I lmow of his etforts for Lane to
erid soms of my work. “ana has not asked for it, euch is his dedioation to his “cause."
Pepper's part in this does not trouble me. He may not have understood what he was doing
aod I'm sore he doss not understand what he iz into,

Jerry has also told me that Pepper volunteered o represent Carol,and John in
any civil actions. That they had a Aavwyer t? whou Popper did nctnspeak Pirst =1lso
does not troudble me. I'm sure vim leassar isn t bothTred, either. e can't keed his
working nose above that in which ha is alreucdy owoaped. I believe that both have
viable actions, If Carol and Yohn want my advice I will recormend to thek that they
accept this offer, if Yim is co—cpumsel, bane is totaliy detachod andt I as listensd
¥0. (This doez not mean that it be done, just hoard.) Ik know these people and what
has happoned to them very well and I would iike to baliove that 1 have sarned thelr
trust. I also belisve that Jin's knowleadge and mine would be eassemntial.



You are my friend so please listen to me earefully. Addrsss any doubts you may
have by asking yourself what 1 can have to gain by mialesding or exaggerating. -

If you have any further involvement, as for the Ray family I hops you do as well
gaf for histery snd the gocd that comes frem cerving At today, your busic assuaption
for the preseywation of your own r:putation and intogrity must be that if “ane moys
it 1t is not trus, 1 am not talking againat him. I am giving you a sounid caution snd
a asic vrule deviation from which cun be coatly.

Az gn ezsmple, I hear you ropeat some of his fabrications, tnat trees had been
cut down to make shooting frow the flophouse posaible. dside froe all oile that ia
wrong with this nuttiness it is plain false.

Lane novor works, never checks and nover cares a¥ loug as he can spesk and get -
personal atrention and get paid. I have the contemporanecus plotures and it ian't so0.
I svpdd adding thw muoch rora that 4z possible.

Take anytrdng you w.nt from Code ®ame Zowro, wiich I ¢all Toro, and you'll find
it isn't trus. Of course l'm taliking about the zdunor fraction that has any real
relationship with the ding essassination. You might alsp went to check the index, to
both cditiona, under my name and Lesar's and with pe compare with what has sinoe eusued.
Y2 this you would not waste your ¥ime %0 :peak to .98 Payos, a grent Wumen being end
one of thc very greatest reporters, honest sad impartial although he has becgue my
cherished friend,

As bost a nen-lawy:r can express opinjons I give you my bolief that with time
and then with attention rogardlaee of what this fink committee does I have enough to
break the King case and it is absclutely aolid. Lesa and Yim alone have some knowledge
of this. I also believe that John and Carol have good cases, that she deserve re-
drens and that this redress ani the effort to obtain it may serve sooially useful
sl Otherwise waluabls purposou. I am not at all sure this is true of Jarry, vho 1
alsc knoi: a8 none of you, includdng lane, kmow. (Jerzy and I get along well, Ha
¥as dnd snowh %o 2%k drive me houe Priday, all the while still referring to “ark
only as The Moly Fan,)

There is slso a case for Jobn's having been framed by thes Fill. I obtained scme
of the relovan’ evidonce only this year and sm still seadng usore, luhich i o expeot
to get in time.

Maxk has nade it poasible for the comnittee to sdivess the Kiwr ascapsination by
rebutting Mark. Thia is chéld's play. If the coumitise did it ruch less well than
could have « and note that I hzve been publicly silent on this -~ it nonethelese did
it effectively and destructively to the establishing of truth, Untal usin: the saws
dodgs and moans h- efied with JYopes Mark smbulmmce-chased his way into the Ray case,
thare was a Yeapunably good prospect that Jim and I would be able tc do somzthing
about 1t. I nov wil: not sxie the effort as long as there ia any dircet or indirect
Lane involvement. The reason is not personal, ample gmounds as there are for pardganl
feelings. Zather is 1t that I want sucoeas for the effort when it can be msde. I do
believe this ia posnible. I also beliove that there neither is nor was tils vossibility
the way Hark has gone and is going. What he has beon doing would be dieastpious if
he ever pot into cours.

If you, singular or plural, would lik:c to rep Carol and John you should ciso
appraciats that it will mean sore then the waasl deberingd rwaistance by the PHI,.
Its present Dircetor me Judge laid 18 years on John when there was no real case
acd there was tsinted evidencs,



Were the committec's case against “oln other thau the low-grade hearsay and
conj:cture that it is 1t would still be ludicrous. There is none against Carol. not
even fabrioated, oxec, ¢ for the comrditee's own fabrications,

Inoredible as it may seem, for all its millisns and the sige of 1tu staff,
sside frou fabrications thz woumitten has notlicg I heve poi had on thw Rays or
the ing amsassination, which is a minor part of 1ts interest. I mesn this quite
literally. Eotw.ug at all. This is alaost as literally true of their JFK adventuringe.
I can think of but a aingle posaibly substantial matter it used that I had nof
already pubilched, Thiy nay be one of ths recsons they iwver menticn my nags and
made not a peep of protest whatuver I did last Frl.day.

The 4iCLU has represented one Ernest Turley, who should have a first-rate action
in 3t. “puis,. HO vas framed, including by the FHl, in the effort to frams Yohn with
robiing a ledtonia, Yo. benke He served about eight years and hed his 1ife and hias
fardily rmdneds John, in hiz 4pril swecutive measion testimony, put tho coumdttco
outo this. Yim has checked the transcript to confirm it Perhaps in tetwon for halp
the St. ‘puls alLY might help? \Po mow they've declined peveral rucuests.)

I've never kinow Carol or Yo to lie and I've checked out some protty farout
atuff,

Carol ia very nervous bhut she and hor hushand sre 3table people. &lbort s
worked for the same ewployer for about 15 ysarsme Carol 18 a good and caring mothar
and daughter to the man who was less than a father should bo to hwre

Elease exouse ny errvors. {'m trylong to be ianfo:mative, not popular, sad I've
sn gnornous amouns of gecwaulsated FOLA work that ia past deadiine,.

Pleags, g/f you and Pepper, avedd thoe sontawmination and hurt that is ws.n iz,
I ecan give you more dspe-:ﬁa.ble sources than you need to learn the realitiea. “olicoft
is one,

1 think both of you were simply great in a noble and v longer papalar tradition,

Our beet,



