PH- your uote re Lene/Ragsdale and my was it surprise over alliance? HW 9/1/78

If T indicated disepprovel or anything like that relaf‘ing to any alliance between a
conservetive and a liberal it ia not what was in my mind. “erhaps I was surprised that of
. of the view atiributed to Ragsdale would aligsn himself with Lane. If so this was probably
because of Lane's doservec reputation and their general dislike of the views with wbich he is
popularly comected. I have no recollection, but I do not disapprove of associations bbtweon
people of differcnt views, blieve they are neccessary, and have many of my owheseol do recsall
suggesting a caution to Regedale, based on my knowledge of Lane. I'd not be a bit surprised
at any sudden shift he might make. As with “recie, perhaps lcaving Ragsdals holding the bag.
(Oun not intended.)...I Bay ever 1) wises up und 2) soes an alternaive, Lene will have trouble
and no necd for his new Menphis home. While I've seen and heard nothing, I'n sure that by now
his black associates realize they've been had and are detached or detuching themselves., What
does this leave Lane? The only legal prasibility, es i'm sure Wayne will confirm, is the new
evidence rozd and with what has happened to "Lane's" variation, cribved from Nate knge and Hays,
what possibility do you see?...Rny has need for & lawyer for the November hearings but for vhat
elsc now? Mor» wivol suits Lone wondt handle? And all with the atatute run on them? So if Lome
ham nothing o isko to State souris what use nas he for Ragadale except®bag holding or Posaibly
nomewtrading? “hat I gueas I'm soying 1s that lane has ereated a vasuum £or himsalf and for Ray.
It 19 nothing for another, Rg{ésdale or anvona else, to be around to get sucked intOeee. Lt has
always baen mm opinion that ay should not have apneared before the comrittee, with which Lene
had special hangups and for which hs had snecial uses, like Hay's intensive desirve to be before
it, an utter irrationality. Yo have Ray “mne foolishly indulged his yen. Because bane was totally
wnrreparad and abyssmnlly ignorant Rey not only had this predictable disaster = fune is unavare
of core of what went on. About which I'm saying nothing for now, but a few things were druppeds
eoolt nay seen impogsible snd I cardt be sure until I see the transcript but it is not inpossible
that Ray was not lying re the “wo things that made him look worst on the basis of fact, the
laundry and the England bank robbery.In the past 1 disaussed both with him. His insistence that
he was not in Atlenta 4/1/68, for example, is not new. I canSt see any reasca for hiu to iie
about this when he Xnew it was the official aliegation and that there was basis for the ailegation.
Given the haul in the Fulham bank heist there was no reason to lie about it, either, What was
stolen was peanuts -~ and the time was 80 close to capture that it is irrelevant in any effort to
account for his financinge...8gain thanks for the clips. If you taped the show to be aired day
after vorozrow I'd like to hear ite...Ford is playing what he rezarda as 2 sure thinc, In thia
he virtuzlly plagiarizes Ba“tle., I doubt there is sufficient public avareness or sufficient
remaining svmvathy for Lane and his approach for Ford's committee hhdications tc heln fapsdsles
in the electione...lf Ragsdale says any more sbout Lane at that press conference, L'm interested.
I've heard reports that thdre never was any Washington press conference at which the press wag S0
visi}\q ~ -'1,-‘-< .. - - B - . : . L '.



