‘Mr. Howsrd “ray ‘ wam o

Fund for Investigative Journaliss
1346 Connectiocut ive,,NW ‘
Waahington, D.C., 20036

Dear Bownrd,

Thanks very nuch for the Pacifie News Service puffery of Lame by his hedmete Don
Freed, Only a subject expert would recognige this for what 3t is, the affluvia of the
Frood-Yane operations, Even for the immuns Lane it is a virtuosos confessicn of incredible
subjeoct and legnl ignorance.

A3 vas bis argument in the day eseape trial, hia nuaerb supposedly new legnl apyrmh.
hag already be:n ruled on by the courtse. ]t is got neve It was, in faot, the first baais
ouvhiahw'ntmmtlmursm& ¢ get Mz o trial. The julge who sat on that is
named Faquine “e succesded Battle, What mekes tids even more incredibtle s thet Freed and
Lana are both familisr with ay Frase-Up, which raports it.

It 55 typical for iane t¢ claim as hls own smasing "discovecy” what he resds iv my
woxike But in this case 1t also is in thepapers and in court records - a line of appeal
that bas run ita course, While the atatute {9 fairly reflected, thet there is an autonatic
nev~trial right if demanded within %) deys, the corrupt Tennseses courts held in Hay's
case that thie right existed only before the sentenoing judge, whe in Ray's case had died.

In the eacape trial Lane aiesed upon end new, and got extepsive coverage on it, the

. very issue Jinm lesar hed carried to the Supreme Court -over Ray s objections but at the

direct o of the sixth circuit cowrt of eppeals. This 13 was Ray legally in jail. The
habsas corpus procecdings and the evidentiary hearing ended, if mnjuatly, in ths Jjudhetal
deciaion that he was legally in Jail.

Lane nov clafca Ray claizs he was coerced, I am aware of Ray's ellegations now. Ee
never t0ld me them, If theas nev ones, that the FEI mmamnum.mmw
also represant sn isaue we raised in eladorate detail at the evidentiary lwering.
the soercion gquostion hes becn ruled upon -ell the way to the Suprume Court.

That tho originsl judge ¢ied with Ray’s *petitlon® under his chest is not attributabls
t0 the clerk of the court. 4t comes frem my work, which Jim and I followed up for and at
the evidentiary hearing. It is 4n fact in the transoripks of the tiary hearing, How
Lane imows about it is fyom one of Freed's flunicies, one Jeff “ohea, who stiended the
evidentiary hearing and with Freed has bdecn busily engaged in litermry thievery since.

mmmuamummuammuyofumummmnm“numu
case whon the vhores like Vsne ocome slong to comsrolalizs them and ua in ihis oase “ane
444, ambul his vay into 1%, 1a exsmplied by the desaription of the Ray affidavit
he filed, It alleges thut them Memphis BAC Robert Jonsen went to ses Ray at the jail to
intiminate ' hin into not seeking a new trials It was not watil gfinr Jensen want to see

Ray - then at Hashville, wt"*oaphl-‘-that‘qw the first of his efforts. Junwen was

- there for an catirsly different reeson. I do have the relevant records, including Jensen's

ovn, (He is chief of security for Holidey lans now.) Hs was following up on the only
mmable interpretation of Ray's intrusion into th: guilty~plea bearing, that there had
boen a conspiragy. With Hay having alleged this several times sinde should thwre be a hear—
ing on the soricahaw, whioch I doubt, it will kick Rey's teeth farther down in his
intestines. mumum-’ngmammmqaamutwntmrmm
they ssked him?

Ray did not Jo ﬂtomumms."&mnmrm'mea.mrm agants aid ot -
visdt "both ho and his bxotho‘a" as this Freed voraion hus it,"two days bsfore he went to
trial." Both brothers were in emphia and in continuous contact with ocounsel Porcy Foroman.
(I beve long taped intervivws with both and with Jumes on thie.) The FBI was careful to
stay avay from Ray from the momsnt they turned him over to Teunessee authorities after
extradition. Jin and I have the jail logs, in aeddition, 30 ws can tell anyone to the minute



when who was with Ray and for how long. Even when Ray ate what, which pdils he ook and
why = how snd bow long he slept even. In short, this is totally false. These kinds of
baseless charges azainat the FEI are ussd by it to sxculyate iteelf of logit. charges.
(Sewe of what they have pade up and atiriduted to me s0 they could appesr to do thie is
precious - and ldicrous.,] have their recorda on it and m.g

The House opamittee part is aocurste. Lane arranged it notwithstanding the disaster
they have besn $o Ray, all thedr Bing work, beginning with their original allegutions
based on which the comnittes was established, is predicated en the assumption that Say is
the itller, The Members have heen explicit on this, in their yeports and en the floor as
well as countless public atatements. If gettin: Ray befora the committec eun't reasonabls
be axpected to halp Ray, it san ressonsbly be expected to promote Leus, who 1z vorking om
& movie sbout himself as Sherlock. Oould Lane has less unselfish motive in dealing the
stooked deck %o Say? :

I have gone into this detall for a mmber of reasons. One is to et you ks thst
sending ms what I would not see is helpful, at loast useful for tho future. Anothsr is
4n permit me to moke a rocord and thareby, if thera is lator iaterusi, to iunform othera,
inoluding reporterw. Jim lessr, tos, in thiscase.

So thanks very mach,



