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-..«attorney says he will ﬁle a
j‘:‘mohon for a new trial for
v;;;;hmu Earl Ray, convicted
*ﬁ.assamn of Dr. Martin Luther
TreKing Jr.
~ox- Ray is entitled to the action
Tow.because the trial judge, W.
T{~FPreston Battle, died before
macting on Ray’s request for a
stiubew trial, lawyer Mark Lane |'
Sisisaid in a telephone interview
vmvith 'l‘he Tennessean Tuesday.
e Ray - ;originally . - pleaded
W']nﬂty to the 1968 slaying but

IL

.-whter claimed he was tricked

, inw domg 50, ;by, his former !}
-'sotght’ 3 :

m K .
ua\u'lth{:s; slx-'uweek: to two
'.w < “We're oin; to me ; mo-
s tion with the:criminal court
*uacclerk in ‘Memphis: using. what .
Yo% is.stated in section 17-117 of |
%=~ the Tennessed Code Annotated’

+=~as the Teason Ray should get_ '

o2 new trial” Lane said.

".""A.olnotol trialjudgomllaist-
»r:by reason ‘of " death of the
¥4 incumbent thereof . . . alter
wrrthe. verdict: but prior to the
w*-hearing of the ‘motion for a-
.,.,,,new trial, alnew trial shall be .
J__mnted ;the:-losing party i!‘
<= motion - theréfore shall have '
“"'bee:ideﬂiegy wl:hinlt&c tir:é 1
rule. of the. co!
".1.':.;’!3 be . un ol at the,
o time of mh

mfw Battle ; . accep ted Rall h 3
g\ nﬁlty plea*March '10; 1969 HE

. and sentenced him to 99 urs
-a-vin prison, ‘Battle died- in his.
vmi chambers ° 61 an . apparent

‘usheart : attack zhrec weeks !
aﬁ iater

iy “The day after Ray was

-w‘ transfemd to- the. peniten-

: w.y- tlary, he .wrote.a leiter to
& Battle. asking for a new trial,”
ot Lane said. “Battle died before |
*%v acting on Ray’s. request well
sowwithin the 30-day time limit.”
aw-z Jack ‘Kershaw of Nashville,

'jc-wa newtrialaﬂer death or in- |

. ~weslie §t¢cto: test. He also-said
,: Mxe

,‘“"Ihatued.ton o! ﬂu eode_ »
; lnthcn

oo Ray’s: lawyer until last Tues-

Pl day, -said: he : feels..if . Lane
- o "¥does it correctly, he will get
e 'Ray a new trial based on
¥~ “what i3 said in the code about

-y Wy b ‘.

“?’ul'.ana and Kmhaw werel ‘
e, Interviewed after Jerry Ray,
2% :brother of : the convicted
--zv assassin, calléd the newspaper ,
w.ﬂn claim that Kershaw. had
g:cketed $11,500 " from- Play-

y magazine for- arranging:

,,,. ‘an interview: with Ray and a.

aw kept $2,000 paid by,
a television crew film-,
ing a documentary o 7
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