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2ay’s Escape Trlar
Opens Wzth Rebu%

To Defense L‘"dw

e ST 3N,
WARTBURG, Temm ‘.Oct. 47 a4
riminal _Court .judged today. rebuf buffed
«mes Earl Ray’s initiak.attempt’ to ttl}'n
i@ convicted assassin’siescape trial into
forum to discuss’ the- mhrder f_:
ev. Dr. Martin Luther ng Jr.” P
But Mr. Ray’s attorneys said they sill
oped- to present testimony on their
lu:nt‘ 1£69 guilty ﬁlea to. the Memphis
{aying, and, thus make the. murdér chaige
2 issue in the:current -trial, in which
Ir. Ray is charged .with. escaping from
rushy Moun:ain Pemtennary last June
0.. . .

At the court sessio
‘oman ury was selected TEY g .
Befcre the trial began,: Mr. Rny's attor-
&Y. Mark Lane, said he would argue that
is--client - was .. ulegally‘ ~confinedYand -
herefore not guilty of \llegal e5cape - i

The trial is being coniducted at-the Mor-"
:an County Vocational School’ becal}se i
he country ¢ourthouse. is i bei 5\:

Jed. Security was tight around, bt a-
ng. which 1s about: 10 miles from the
Jenitentiary.-r ¥ v 43

Mr: Lane had hoped toysha that-Mr
tay was deprived of g fairtrial in Memm-
>his in 1969; "when: he: pleided guilty-in
1+ court in Shelby County, to’ the slayifig
>t Dr.’King in Memphis on April 4; 1968, .
wnd was sentenced to 99-years i’ pnsén

“I have no intention to provide a fomm
for Mr. Ray’ to issue:his’ compla’@ts
against the system, the Shelb Caunty'
authorities or anybody’ else,” Judge f,ee
Asbury ‘said, “I1. believe t.hl.t th‘ llw ly §
very Darrow in this case.”.,, * ho- 34
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