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Dear Phil, 11/6/718

Very often I would like to write to people like you, who are helpful, at greater
length than I do. Uusuallu I am much o busy with FOIA and similar matters for a long
day to permit me to do this. However, the exceptionally balmy fall has leed to a
change in my schedule and style of living ¥dff bocause there is a medical need for me
to exerciss and keep t.e circulation circulating and stretching the ihhibited vessels,
With the chigger sgason past = how they irritate when they get under my venous
supports and I can t scratch or medicate - I have a replacement for mowing the
grass and weeds - olsaring lapd that was re-overgrown when I was not allowed to
do that kind of work and beginning to accumulate the winter's firewood. These tire
mo and I take rest periods that are not long enough for continuous worik so I use
the time az I do now.

My prupose is to inform you so you will not be misled and so that out nutual
friend also will not be misled. I'd prefoar that you keep what follows to yourself
except for him ond that he do likewlise for & very aiiple rosson. I think %that the
only hope now i€ for tie end of the Lane influence on the case. There is nothing I
can do as long as he is Ray's lawyer and i nover write_to Jimiy any more. I want
to stay completely out of it. Above all I do not want ;'.,ans {0 have an bauis for his
usual n.o., taking something out of contextnand then fabricating on the basis o
investion. I'm lotting hin flo his thing without any interference snd I do notwant
either to permit apy interpretatiom of interference or help him in any vay. The
sooner sven he can,t avold facing the fact that he is flat on his face the better
for Jirny, who can~t get anywhere with the lane m.o. or propaganda subsiitute for
evidence and lew. Ind the botiter tie possibilities of truth coring out and being
rceognized as truthe

The stories you sent, both dealing with the Lane/llagadale inspection of the
tank in which "wuphis bad Jimmy and what Lane eald, illustrate his contempt for
fact and decency and his abysmal igno of the moat elemental facts of the case
itself, This is scmcthing that I believe “imuy Ray should understand,

There waa only = brief period of time, in the very earlist stages, when the
defense of which I was psrt 4id not make maximum possible effort cn the conditions
of Jim:y's confinegent., I prepared a long memo on this but Bud felt that the court
would regard it as a ruse and might hold 1t against Jimuy so he didn,t use it. Howe
ever, for whatever rezason, Judge Willilams £3lt otliorwise. So beginuing in 2/71 we
made a big deal out of it. I then prepared Bob Iivingston end you will find that he
made a 1dng and eloquent oratica almost on thlas, citing even casea involving Judge
Battle frem when he was prosecutor.

While it may be possible that given financing we did not nave we might have dome
more I doubt that anything other than we did could have made a differencs to the
Judges on the case. For example, if the moneybags of big mouth and fat accounts, like
Lane and regory, had helped with the defense (Jim Mesar and I had no income) there
are, undoibtedly, other things Jim would have tried, There is also Jimmy's own atrong
fefusal to consider otheer steps I personally proposed along this line, and I did,
beginning the first of “arch, 1971,:with Jimny personslly. :

Honetheless, we made a vezy strong case on this on every occasion and in wvery
appeal., We got an examined the jail logm, every recoxrd of every bit of medication
Jimsy had, how he slept, what snd how much of what he ate, etc. Jim made an exhaustive
study of all these and other records and made maximum possible use of them, As a
result what lane is now hleating about has be before the courts and has been decided -
all the way to the Supreme Court. Over Jimmy Ray's strong objection the sixth circuit
ordered Jim “esar to carry the cuse from it to the Supreme Court. The Court ruled,
supporting sicth circult, which supported McRae, Si what lene is now maldng noises
about has been decided with what I fear is permanent finalit'g and to the degree the

Jimmy will be

udicial - rmitse While I do not tidnk eceived hy this I do
ihink mangygoggeprged pe:)ple can and will bes, Excuse the typos. Thanks and best wishes,
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y Ragsdale Charges
“Cover-Up By Ford

= Duncan Ragsdale challenglng Rep.. Harold Ford of
a¥: Memphis for.the Eighth' ‘Congressional District seat, yes-

| - terday charged Ford and the House Assassinations Com-
Y _ ‘mittee with being part of a “cover-up” which has prevent-
5 ed James Earl Ray-from getting a new trial., .
e» "~ Ragsdale-and.Ray’s attorney, Mark Lane, yesterday
" visited the specially secired Shelby County Jail cell where
' Ray was confined following his capture after the April 4,
f 1968, assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. - -
Lane mamtalns Ray pleaded guilty to the killing be-
¥l cause he was “under duress” in the spec1al cell and suf-
i fered from “deprivation of sensory experience.”

Ragsdale said he and Lane will meet at 1:30 p.m. today

at the Lorraine Motel, scene of the killing, with a witness
*'who ¢laims to have seen-an unidentified man creeping
. through bushes away from the boardinghouse where Ray
‘was staying across.from.the motel. .

. Ragsdale, a Republican, and Ford, aDemocrat are on
'I‘uesdnys baliot mmhwmtmore, an_independent.
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