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Dear Jim.

Yesterday I read and markedup the copy of lbane's condensation in §gm
~ It appears not to be completely identical with Zoxro.

Instead of writing you separately about what L noted when we make copies again
I'1]l make a copy that will show the markings. In most cases they will not require
any explanation, A

Ripoff and factual error are obvious.
I beliave the quotes of im.rw are not direct quotes,
I know some are not what immy has said in the past.

Hastily,
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- The reason
- for the. book
" (By Mark Lane)

Nine years ago Dr. Martin

- Luther King, Jr., the greatest '~ ’
“: civil rights protagonist in mod- -
"~ srnm American history, was - .

~ murdered in Memphis, Ten-
nessee. Subsequently .James
. Earl Ray was arrested and
" charged with the crime. Ray
. insisted that there had been a
* conspiracy and that after Dr.

" King’s death he discovered .

% that he had been an unwitting
implement of that conspiracy.
No trial, or gther public
roceeding, has oc—cﬁn—e%s'uﬁe
%p?ﬂ F,71968, the day Dr.
King was killed, which permits
us to evaluate the evidence in
the case. Ray entered what he
has referred to, not without
some supporting evidence, as
an induced plea of guilty. A
prearranged and rehearsed
- hearing was conducted with-
" out cross-examination or chal-
lenge by the defense. It raised

more questions than it an- B
swered.” Ray publicly com-. .-
tended, much to the embar-.... .-~ -
- . rassment of His own lawyer,
the Tennessee Attorney Gen- -~

eral, and the trial judge, that
" there had been a conspiracy t0
. kili Dr. King. No ope asked

him what he meant or asked

him to elaborate.

It is, therefore, not sur-
prising that just before this
book was completed a nation-
al poll conducted by George
Gallup disclosed that fewer
than one out of five Ameri-
cans believed the official ver-
sion of the events—that James
Earl Ray was the lone assassin
_of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

That is why Dick Gregory
and I decided that this book
must be written now. So much

and profoundly disturb-
Ing evidence has come to light
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A condensation of the book -
CODE NAME “ZORRO”: The
Murder of Martin Luther
King, Jr. by Mark Lane and
Dick Gregory.e1977 by Mark
Lane and Dick Gregory.

Dick Gregory, of course, is
a black comedian who needs
no introduction to our
readers. As a long-time de~‘
voted civil rights militant,
Gregory was often one of Rev.
King's front-line activists. And
his book contains many touch-
ing reminiscences ol his days
and jailed nights w:th the late
Rev. King.

Mark Lane, co-author with
Gregory, has been active on
many fronts for political and
personal freedom. As director
of the Citizens Committee of
Inquiry, Lane led investiga-
tions into the murders of both
Dr. Martin Luther King and
President John F. Kennedy.

You can obtain your own
copy of the complete book,
which we condense a small
part of here, from the pub-
lisher, Mail Order Dept., Pren-
tice Hall, Inc., Englewood
Cliffs, N.J. 07632. Price is
$9.95 plus 50¢ postage (total
$10.45).




dennedy said, “Do mea
favor and don’t £0 down”

. since 1968—some of it un®
; ~ covered by Greg, some by me
. s0me Bx other. investigators—
[  that the matter cries out for
- reconsideration by the most
eminent of all juries, the
American people.

Greg and I decided to di-
vide the task of preparing the
manuscript along purely prac-
tical lines. Greg knew King—

“was deeply involved. 'in his
work. I, on the other hand,
had ready access to gxtensive
". documentation through the -
Tiles of the Citizens Commis-
sion of Inquiry, which I now
head. So it was decided that
Greg. should be primarily re-
sponsible for writing the first
part of the book, the part
dealing with “Martin Luther
King and events leading up to
his murder, and that I should
be primarily responsible for
the later parts of the book,
those dealing with the murder
and its aftermath.

WS T

Did President
Kennedy help
kill Rev. King?

D1ck Gregoxy, cornedzan, civil nghts activist and po!itiul
activist, i co-author with Mark Lane of CODE NAME

T

(by Dick Gregory)

. Martin Luther King and 1

. fought together on the battle-

field for human justice. This is
where | learned to respect him
as a leader, to admire him and
love him for what he was do-
ing for humanity. Martin had a
tremendous influence on my
life, on my commitment to
nonviolence, and on my com-
mitment to the struggle for
human justice.

I watched Martin as he
grew large and vital on the
American scene. And I
watched and listened as a few
powerful Americans attemp-

- ted to make the world believe

that what he was doing was

wrong-—-that he was “picking .

on” America. They fought
back by accusing Martin of be-
ing everything except what he
really was—one of the most
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- “ZORRO™ The Murder of Martin Lugher King Jr.

‘brilliant, dedicated, and ad-
mired spokesmen and leaders

for the fight to gain humanity

‘. that this world has ever

known. The FBI hated King
with a passion. A clever crim-

. inal could have called the FBI

and told them that King was
organizing a march on one side
of town, waited five minutes
for all the agents to get there,

and then have an open season

robbing the banks on the
other side of town. '

I. watched Martin as he
dealt with issues concerning
the plight of the poor and
oppressed. 1 watched as he

dealt with violence and injus-

tice in America, and as he

‘pointed out the country’s lack
of moral leadership. Then I

saw him become the con-
science of America.
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The FBI dubbed him “Zorro)

: " Today, nine’ years after his .
§: | death, Martin Luther ng, Jr.,

is still the conscience of Amer-

®. | ica. I shall never forget how
'} upset America was when he

began his vigorous, adamant,

and extremely vocal opposi- -
tion to the Vietnam War.

Through him I came to under-

| stand that a commitment to .
| nonviolence is more than

marching for a cause and sing-
ing “We Shall Overcome,” or
turning the other cheek when-
one was slapped by a Southem
sheriff. . i

Clearly, those who feared
for King’s life and safety were
not paranoid. His violent
death in Memphis is proof.
And the “white folk watch-
ers” in the black community
have been ever and acutely
aware of what Mr. Charlie will
and will not tolerate. When
King left off antagonizing big-

ots and Klansmen and began -

attackmg defense spending
and pointing out the inconsist-

y ‘ ency between claiming to be a

Christian country and commit-
ting unspeakable atrocities in
Vietnam, they saw the gauge
on the social Geiger counter
go wild. Danger! Danger! Dan-
ger! was the only possible in-
terpretation.

King, they felt, had crossed
that invisible lme separating
black folks’ business from
white folks’ business. The
governmental policy makers,
the industrial giants, the shak-

ers and movers of American.

society do not use public

accommodations. It was bare-

ly relevant to them whether or
not blacks were served at
Woolworth’s counter, or
where they sat on the bus.
King was no longer a darky
preacher leading the country

lin a rousing prayer meeting.

He was attackmg the power
elite.

‘All over the world, Birm-

ingham was making front
pages—but in Birmingham, the
stuff wasn’t on the front page,
it was on page three or four.

{ The front page was just busi-
-} ness as usual. .
[ had to call President Ken- -

nedy, though, that night. The
note said, *““Call Operator 18,
Washmgton D. C., the White
House,” and so Icalled Opera-

ftor 18. I really was surprised,

n{because when I said,

“Dick

Gregory,” Kennedy said, “Oh,
yes, chk, P've been waiting for

- your call. I have a problem

and 1 wonder if youll help me

- with it?”

Martin had announced that
I was going to Birmingham.
President Kennedy said, “Do
me 2 favor and don’t go down
to Birmingham, because I feel
that Dr. King is wrong. We
reached a settlement there,
and everything is going to be
fine—~your going there will cre-
ate problems.”

So 1 said, “I want to go, .
you know. When I see what’s .

happening to black folks on

"television, with the news, and -

the fire hoses, and whatever
deal between white folks
that’s been made, the streets
are where I need to be, and
where I'm going.” And. Ken-
nedy said, “Well, I'm sorry
you feel that way, Dick, but
thanks for returning my call.”
Next day I got on a plane and
flew to Birmingham. When we
got off the plane and met with
King’s people, I said that I
really had.to meet with Martin
and tell him about the call I

“had from the President, he-

cause I thought it was serious

- and that there might be danger

when we got to the 16th
Street Baptist Church rallying
point.

When we arrived at the

church, I had a strange feeling,

seeing the police surrounding
the church. I think it-went
back to my childhood. My

. ‘mother had told me about the
. lions eating the Christians. -

I saw Martin Luther King at
the Gaston Motel, which was
bombed, but fortunately he
had quietly left the day be-

fore. The Gaston Mote! was

his headquarters. I looked at
the police around the motel
and questioned the people
around me to see if it was safe
enough. There were so many
bombings, and other violence,
that I had a premonition. This
was before the 16th Street
Baptist Church got blown up,
when the four little girls were
killed.

I was invited to the home
of A. D. King, Martin’s broth-
er, in Birmingham. His house
was also bombed.

J- Edgar Hoover’s attitude
toward civil rights activitists

-Did the FBI

help kill Rev.
King? (by
Mark Lane)

was evident from the first. FBI
Special Agent Arthur Murtagh

‘had served in Georgia in the

early sixties. He told me that
the ways the Bureau had chos-
en-tp deal with this delicate
and potentially. dangerous
matter were hardly satisfac-
tory.

There was a code name for
King~Zorro. Zorro, the Span-
ish word for fox, was a legend-

ary masked figure in the Span-.

ish Old West, popularized by a
television program of the late
fifties; a nobleman in disguise,
he was a political Robin Hood.
“*Zorro” was followed and
spied upon constantly, and
concerted efforts were made
to humiliate King. Murtagh re-
lated:

“The wiretap had been on
for a long time. King had been
awarded the Nobel Pnze, and
a banquet was planned for
King, to be in Atlanta, to
which world dignitaries would
be invited, thousands of peo-

“ple. It would be a testimonial.

“1 walked into the squad
room in the morning and the
agent came out of the meeting

" room and said, ‘They’re gomg

to get Zorro now! Sullivan’s in

there and we're really going to

get him!”

In March 1968, King’s help
was requested by SCLC mem-
ber Reverend James Lawson,
the leader of the Memphis
Strike Strategy Committee. A
plan was. formulated—King
would send in aides James
Bevel, James Orange, Tyrone
Brooks, Andy Young, and
Hosea Williams to prepare a
massive march in Memphis
which would draw national at-
tention to the strike. King’s
aides recruited the help of an
organized militant black
group, the Invaders. This
group had repeatedly brought
hundreds of black students to
earlier marches. The Invaders
were helpful at times, provoca-
tive at others.
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On the day of the March 28 The official explanation of Ay F 0 rmula OPENING

the Memphis march-turned-
riot is that the violence and

demonstration, a crowd of -
8,000 people, spanning many

‘blocks, awaited Dr. King's ar-.
rival. Reverend lawson no-
ticed many marchers he had
never seen at strike sessions or
civil rights demonstrations di-
rectly at the front of the
. march.

Shortly after the march be- -

gan, the first windows were

looting - were probably trig-
gered by the Invaders. But a
black reporter for Newsday,
Les Payne, has turned up evi-
dence which adds a new di-
mension to the matter..

In an article entitled, “FBI
Tied to King’s Return to Mem-
phis,” Payne reached his con-
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broken. In some areas, looting clusion in three steps: nt free, . o
began before the marchers en- 1)  Several FBI informants f&"}ﬁ;‘"’" Hair Products
. . . - ver Street, Dept, ,
tered the area. According to  and at least one Memphis po- l Inwood, L.L, N.Y. 7169+ z S, Bt s
eyewitness reports, police just lice undercover agent were - J :-' < savpert &
watched this looting and did among the most active mem- Tatic, sl o
nothing to stop it until the bers of the Invaders. Ty e
marchers came through. 2) According to some wit- "M"?O'?

Soon the police entered,
viciously and indiscriminately.
attacking the demonstrators.

March 28 riots which at-
‘tempted to discredit King.

nesses, the Invaders led the

il
S0
i3t
Fre2df

Dr. ‘King’s party comman- 3) According to Jesse Jack- m&?,hm
deered a passing car and was son and Andrew Young, “Dr. ! Tumh the “Counter
taken by a police escort to the ~ King would never have re- ) 10 Gays fer prom
Holiday Inn Rivermont Hotel. turmed to Memphis if the vio- : a BT
lence had not happened.” " i g 52 plug 30¢ 18

At a press conference the This seemingly farfetched | Ir'sfresh, invisorating as a New Born Blossom. 5 orice bl b
next day. King vowed to re-  thesis must be considered seri- R e c,,_;’,{",',:g’:_fg.’";:m'_ ! ::'m o
turn to show that his tactics of ously when viewed in the con- | 453 2a%h? s e R =L_nv J—

mass nonviolent action were
still viable.
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text of the FBI’s campaign to

destroy Dr. King and their

PROD, 15 Hoover St, Inwood, L1 N.Y.
11696 Copt.000 .
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Sketch by artist Adam Schneider showing layout of Memphis’
where Rev. King was staying, and rooming house where James Earl Ray allegedly fired on King.

" counterintelligence prdgram
-.- tactics to provoke and disrupt.
-z black groups. One- FBI'memo -

admitted " the” use of agents

crediting King. - - -~ -~
On March 29 the Domestic
Intelligence Division of the
FBI drafted another -“news
story” and recommended that

that article should also be fur-.

nished to cooperative news
sources. It read: .

Martin Luther King, during .
the sanitation workers' strike -
jn Memphis, Tennessee, has .

urged Negroes to boycott
downtown white merchants to
achieve Negro demands. On
3/29/68 King led a march for
the sanitation workers. Like
Judas leading larabs to slaugh-

NOVEMB.

u\~_ v

ties, FBI. provocateurs in the -.
black miovement - repeatedly -
7% urged and- initiated violent -
" gets. In the: Memphis setting,
" turning a nonviolent march -
into a riot would have. fur- -
thered the FBI’s goal of dis-

ter [sic], King led the mar- .
- chers to violence, and when
“~the -violence broke out, King -
_ disappeared. . - o s

‘" The fine Hotel.Lorraine in-

ized exclusively by Negroes

but King didn’t go there for g
-exit. Instead; King "
decided the plush Holiday Inn - -
Motel, white owned, operated " ... -
.and almost exclusively patron-
ized, was the place to “cool -
-it.” There will be no boyeott -’
of white merchants for King, .
. only for his followers.

his hasty

headline for the story: “Do As

18ay, Not As] Do.” .

The news story was accom-

_panied by an internal bureau

memorandum, bearing the

.caption of _ its Counterintelli- .
‘gence Program, which read as

ifollows: .

The purpose is to publicizé B
“hypocrisy on the part of Mar-

tin Luther King. Background:

Martin Luther King has urged-

Negroes in Memphis, Tenn., to
boycott white merchants in

firehouse No. 2, Lorraine Motel

. Memphis. On March 28, 1968,

ting “news

services |

-
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order to force compliance
#ith Negro demands in ‘the
sanitation workers’ strike in

‘King disappeared.. There is a
‘first-class Negro hotel in Mem-
phis, the Hotel Lorraine, but
King chose to hide out at the
white " owned-and-operated
Holiday Inn Motel. -~
. Recommendation; The
" ahove facts have been included
“in the attached blind memor-
-andum, and it is recommended

it be furnished to a coopera-

ol . . tive news media source by the

The <FBI even provided a’*
", items showing King is a hypo-
“erite. This will be done on a {.

-Crimes Records Division for

‘highly confidential basis.
The FBI memoranda
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!King returned to Memphis to
lead a nonviolent march for

.salvage his national movement
.and his projected Poor Peo-
.ple’s Crusade. He was com
 pelled to do so, at least partial-
ly due to the FBI memoran-
dum of March 28 and the wide

,1977"Waf‘§l Toitsm Yy W (| mfinrde

.the sanitation workers and to’

Jnly $3.35 plus 508
ingy Your monsy
you’rs not completet
New York City.

Honer House m 5168




o g i (N AP e e

S

E Pub ha\y.

ey —

WY bty T

o

dhy were trees cut down"

Th\l l"

N

ﬁlSo

" Redditt had chﬁ'iculty leavmg

since his plan to cut off a -

" potential escape from the

-~

Artists drawing showiﬁg view from the Lorainme Motel balcony .

when some -trees blocked the

circulation given to that mem-
orandum, at first in Memphis,
and then throughout the coun-

Ty.

The FBI had prevailed. Dr.
King was to return not just to
Memphis but to the Lorraine
Motel.

Did Memphis
police help
kill Rev.

. o
King? (by *\*
Mark Lane)

Reverend Samuel Kyles
asked the police to assign Ed
Redditt, a black Memphis
detective, to provide security
for Dr. King. Redditt was as-
signed and set up the “police

ommand post at Fire Station
wo because of its proximity
to the Lorraine and because it
provided security from the In-
vaders and others who wanted

no police, black or white, on
the scene.

- On April 4th there were no
black firemen in Fire Station
Two, since the only two
blacks had .been assigned else-
where.

Detective Ed Redditt was
at Two, however, and he wasin
charge of stationary security

i
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&t

- Arkin, who was in intelli

view of the rooming house
Nve

for King. His radigpprovjded
him immediate access to the
mobile units in the vicinity.
Assigned to assist him was a
Memphis police officer, W. B
Richmond.

Redditt said, “The day of
King’s assassination I was at
the firehouse. I could identify
everybody who came and
went. I knew the SCLC per-
sonnel, I knew Dr. King, [
knew the cars, I knew the

+ license plate numbers.” = "~ .
L I asked if he had always

provided security when King

. _.came to town. “Right,” he

answered, ‘“so 1 knew who to
look for. I knew the local
Klansmen by sight. I knew the
Invaders, the ministers, the
militant groups, everyome in-
volved in the leadersh.ip of the
sanitation strike.”

I asked Redditt how many
police officers "had provided
stationary security for King in
the past.. “Normally we had
ten, but this time it was re-
duced to two.”

- According to Redditt,
“About an hour and a half, no .

-more - than two hours before

Dr. King's assassination, Lt.

came down to
said, ‘Ed, they want to see you
at headquarters.’” Redditt
was reluctant to leave his post, -
to abandon the entire security
operation to Richmond

“So who

"+ scene, should there be an at-

tempt on King’s life, was pred-

icated upon a functioning

team of .at least two men.

Arkin told Redditt that Hol=—
loman himself had ordered -
him to report to him at head-

quarters. “So what could 1 do?
I got into the car with Arkin,
leaving - Richmond all alome,
and we proceeded to head-
quartexs.."_ Upon arriving at
police headquarters Redditt
was taken into the conference
room.

“It was like a meeting of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. In

" this room, just before Dr. King

was murdered, were the heads
and the seconds in command

“of 1 guess every law enforce-
ment, operation in -this area :

you could -think of. I had
never seen anything like it
before.”

If the elaborate charade,
which included the removal of
Detective Redditt and the
detailing of Firemen Newsum
and Wallace, was designed to
strip away ‘the security just
before Dr. King was killed. in
order to facilitate the escape
of the sniper, it was an uld-
mately successful plan. The
murderer fled, unobserved and

- unimpeded.

Did Memphls
san,ntatlon

_dept. help

kill Rev.
King? (by
Mark Lane)

Wayne Chastain, . now 2
practicing lawyer in Memphis,
was a reporter for the
Memphis Press Scimitar, one
of the two major daily news-

_ papers at the time of the assas-
sination.of Dr. King.
After the police concluded
that the shot had been fired
from the bathroom window in

the rooming house, Chastain e

‘came across an. ubli
photograph in the newspaper’s
files. Taken by an Associated

‘Press photographer from the
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The entrance to the rooming house: at 422} South Main

provides internal access to the building to its left. It

was alleged by prosecution that Ray entered 422%, from which Lorraine Motel could not be seen, walked through
it to next building, and secured a view of Lorraine Motel balcony from the bathroom to rear of that building. How
Ray could have known of the internal connection between the two places has not been explained to this day.

bathroom window, it showed
the Lorraine Motel balcony as
the sniper would have seen it
if the shot had been fired from
there. :
Chastain noted that the
view was obscured by
branches from trees growing
on the embankment between
the rooming house and the

- motel. o
Later that day he discussed

that oddity in the case with
Kay Black, another reporter
for the Memphis Press
Scimitar. N
Chastain has continued to
maintain a growing file on the
case and has talked with many

" witnesses since. “Now 1 no

longer believe the shot came
from there. Now I think that
picture and those trees take an
added significance,” he told
me.

ter Kay Black received a

. telephone call from William B.

Ingram, the former mayor of:
Memphis. Ingram had called to

inform Black that the city was
cutting down the trees on the

embankment between the
rooming house and the motel.

I asked Ms. Black if, in her
judgment, the trees would
have interfered with a shot

from the bathroom window to_

the motel balcony. “Well, it
occurred to me that they
might, and on reflection I

NOVEMBER, 1977

think they might have. That is
why Mayor Ingram called, 1
think. They provided very sub-
stantial screening. And they
were possibly important evi-
dence and they were being cut
down just as the investigation
began.”

Ms. Black determined that

the city of Memphis had ar-

ranged for the trees to be cut
down and had ordered the city
sanitation department to
remove them. She said that
Ingram had called her in the
moming. She reported the in-
formation to her desk and that

afternoon she’ visited the .

murder scene. “And- those
trees were down. The screen
was gone. There was just no
way any longer to know if

that shot could have been pos--.

sible.”

ing interview reports and of-
ficial TecOTds COmpruing, tie
entire gefense and prosecution
s L

cases, 1 am convince t the
.state was not prepared to
prove that Ray was in the
rooming house on April 4,
1968. . i
Ray has insisted that he
was innocent, denied that he
shot King, and proclaimed
himself to be an inglorious and
-unwitting dupe of others.

" After talking with the rele-
‘vant witnesses and after read--

”

Ray’s explanation to me of
his movements through the
United States from Canada to
Mexico, his purchase of a rifle

in Birmingham, and ultimately |

his presence in Memphis on]
April 4th in the vicinity of the

" murder scene is either basi~

cally true, or the intricate and
comprehensive work product
of a brilliant mind. For the

narrative expldins in a cohesive |

fashion 3_11_ of Ray’s otherwise
inexplicable actions.. Ray’s

_relationship with a man he{
_refers to only as Raoul be-]
. comes the Rosetta Stone. of|-
. the defendant’s odyssey.

"According to Ray he fled

to Canada after escaping from
_the Missouri penitentiary in

Jefferson City. -While in

Montreal, he said, he “let the |-{ weiht

word get around” in the Nep-

_ tune Tavern, a-bar that wel-
comed seamen, that he had|-
been in trouble in the United {.

States and that he was seeking
identification papers and
money. Ray made it plain that

he had been involved in crimi-|.
nal activities and was willing{.
to undertake similar low-risk {.
activities if his needs could be{.

met. According to Ray a man
he subsequently referred to as
Raoul approached him and
indicated that he could pro-
vide adequate.documents and
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.fr«:. 1 took those n»nwaw.wa

him. to accomplish various -

projects.  Alter a scrics. of

- meetings Ray said the. two

men rcached an agreement.

,.UE James

Earl Ray .
kill Rev. |

'King? (by ,
Mark Lane) =

In furtherance of that
agreement Ray began to sur-
reptitiously deliver articles

- across_the border from Canada
‘to the United States and from
" the .United States to Mexico.
- Ray was .not told, and he

states that he did not. ask,
about .the contents of the

- packageés. He, of course, pre-

sumed that he was smuggling

*" X contraband froin one country:

to another.

In September 1968, Ray -
wrote, “I suppose I became in-
volved in the plot to kill King

:=~==-=

by

N,

’ . e

Dr. zn:i Luther King arrives in Memphis to lead a march in support of Memphis sanitation workers striking for betier
“working and living conditions. The march erupted into violence — some sy, FBI provoked m.l and fed to King’s death.
R . X - . . L o Lo g gy )

3
é
é

Carrylng Tase,
: B.year Caleddar and
Emetgency Catd

o with eachplate




¢
p i

.M
NILD OVER
NSATIONAL
)-ViB!

- |T BENDS! -

9 1T CURVES!

1 visst

{ your body, bends and
¢ and muscle. Gets to
taces and gently mas-
im relief. Operates on
aies. not included. Add
jolus 6% -
0 deposit. -

3§ CLEARLY AND SEND TO:

Wasting Money

so Can’t Grew Hairl” -

AIR FACTS BOOK..
Yestage and Handling

AGENTS WANTED -
Hair & S:nlp. Spodali.n N

SO

-»q, Calif. 90029

ehes. (Exhale & measure chest)
] Med. (3840), O Le. (4244},
50-52) Add 50c per order posi-
f.s:loud s . Cait
Fer COD enclase $2.00 deposit.

‘This month’s
condensed
book asks
the questions

we’ve all

asked - and

offers us

new answers

Cmen———

into the United States. from

" Canada. I would think it had

- all been decided before the car

was bought in to haul nar-
cotics across the border. But
nobody told me about any
planned murder of King or
anyone else.”

1 asked Ray if he would tell

me where he was when Dr.
g was murdered.
“Yes, I'll tell you. It looks

" now as if 1 may no trial
T arD T'H el you what hap-

——

Our conversation took

place in the lbrary of the .

Brushy Mountain Penitentiary.

1 was the first visitor to see - .
him after the United States

Supreme Court had denied his-
application for a trial. .

He said, “I was sent out of
the rooming house eight or ten

times that day. 1 was almost . .

never in there. As to the bath-
room P’m not sure I was ever
‘in there at all. It had no spe-
cial meaning for me at the
time. But 1 was in and out of
the room I had rented ill_
day—mostly out of it.

B YT3

was sent to the drug-
~r5~The gun shop,

_ store, twice
15 e place that s ifocu-
1ars, to taverns. Late afternoon .

Y was sent to a_gas station to
) out_the car, to get air ig
the tire, 1 did that and
drove ‘back toward the room-
ing house on South Main. The
place was filled with police,

- blocking off the street. Some-

- street Chefor

thing” had happened and I
knew I had to get out of there.
1 was a fugitive and I could
not afford to get stopped by
the police. I turned down 2
§tﬁe TOOTINg
ouse and started to drive
away. 1 was later told that a
police officer waved me on

th.rousg but I don’t remember
t happening.”

1 asked Ray where he went. -

He said, “l began to drive
toward New Orleans. [ had the
car radio on and the an-
houncement came that King

had been shot. It was dark by
“* ‘then. Maybe about seven -
- o’clock when 1 heard that.
. . news. But even then I wasn’t . .
. sure sbout what had hap-. -

pened. 1 didn’t even know that
the Lorraine Motel was behind

. the rooming house. 1 didn’t

know that King was staying
there. 1 didn’t even know that
King was in town.”

i asked Ray when he deter-
mined for the first time that
he had some involvement with
the events that led to Dr.
King’s death. “Well, 1 kept on
driving and then the news

“report came over the radio

. about King being shot and the

suspect, a white man, had
escaped from the area in 3
white Mustang. I was driving a
white Mustang. 1 had just left
the area. It wasp’t hard at that
time for me to put two and
two together and decide that 1
was it.” . ) ++




