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THE PURPOSE OF the House Assassi-
nations Committee is to answer the un-
answered questions-about the assassina-
tions of John Kennedy and Martin Lu-

.ther King.

In its first public hearings last week,

with the man who pleaded guilty to the

King murder dominating the scene, the
committee again raised some of the

, questions. -

_If there were any answers, they were

i veiled and incomplete.

Nothing really was clarified.

JAMES EARL RAY proved he is still
what he always has been — a wily,
crime-wise, penny-ante crook whose
main thought is to get himself out of
prison. . :

In three days of.;wtimony Ray failed

'+~ “"to make his “conspiracy”-case, although

. the committee left so much dangling

- until it resumes hearings in November

. -that the merchants of a conspiracy the-

" ory are still going strong.

Much of ihe socalled “evidence”
Ray had promised went up in smoke.

Instead of buttressing Ray, the commit- -

tee’s stream of witnesses and documents-

_poked holes in Ray’s claim that he could

.- ““not have been King’s killer, or that the
" mysterious “Raoul” was the trigger
" ‘man. Perhaps the high point of Ray’s

incredibility came when he-insisted he’
didn't know Martin Luther King exist-
ed. : -

What the nation saw was the small -

. ‘mindofa small-time criminal for whom
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;;bling full truth as-yet.
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aliases and lies are instinctive. Indeed,
if the hearings did one useful thing it
was to reveal Ray's mentality in an un-
filtered state.

We have said from the time the se-
lect House committee was born back in
1976 — and all through its problems
with members, staff, money and leaks —
that we hoped it,would at last give the
doubters the fulktruth-about both the
King and Kennedy assassinations.

In the King case, the truth some-
times has been hard to pin down, partly
because Ray never was tried in a court-
room, partly because of revelations of
FBI failures to follow through on some
leads, and also because-of the document-
-ed campaign of thelate J. Edgar Hoover,
director of the FBI, to discredit King.

The committee probably would not
have gotten off the ground had it not
been for the fact that some black leaders
perceive the FBI as either bumbling or
in some way related to a conspiracy to

“get rid of King.
Ray has been delighted to feed the

idea that more than one person was in-

.volved in King'’s death. -

-~ 'BUT WHAT CAME OUT of the House’

sAssassinations: Committee in the first
. act of its $5-million show on a public
stage was-of more interest to curiosity

. seekers than to truth seekers.

.~ We still have hopes. The questions
still need answers. '
‘But we haven’t seen anything resem-
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