everyeyewasonhim It was 3.30 P.M. Fri-

{day. James Earl Ray stuffed his papersinto : - . :.

the brown . briefcase. Then,. cordoned by

husky  U.S. ‘marshals, a’gray-faced, tig’ht—
‘lipped Ray went up the steps and out the

heavy door. °

You recogmzed the ritual, Ray looked: like
an exhausted, béaten fighter being led from
the arena, trailed bya disgruntled manager

-« in this case, Mark Lp‘.ne - ready to wail

“We wuz robbed.”. -«
“This had been J ames Earl Ray s tltle shot

“This had been his change to prove. he had not

murdered Martin Luther King Jr., or at least -

that he deserved a new trial. He lost it. If not .
knocked out, Ray. left the .ring terribly,
- mauled. : g »
It had been three days of high. drama and
low comedy. There were moments of Perry
" Mason-style shock. At other times the brawl

between a floundering House Select Commit-

tee on Assassinations; a shrewdly evasive,
. Ray and a screaming, sneering Lane’ had the:
“the class of, well,. your _basxc Pluladelphia :

City Council meetmg

- Rey Wobblds From

" Washington — ‘The rooni was silent ‘but
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But in the end when Ray made his exit in R
that loping, country-boy gait, Hie left a single .
.impression heavy in the air: .

That James Earl Ray shot the; civll rights -
leader in 1968, that he did it alone. and that
.vhe escaped alone. -« . E

_Sure,; consplncy theories mll always' i
abound ‘and Ray may add surprises if he tes- .-
-tifies; again®in: November as scheduled. But °

as one committee member, Rep., Bob Bdgar

‘(D-Pa), said, . “I'm not sure hes gomg to

ant to,come back,” : S Ea i
Not ithat the. committee had cwered itself p
wlth glory. It made one near-fatal mistake, *_
"as we'll see.. But Ray left in frustration, .
shoulders sagging, defeated, for two reasons:
-Hig,credibility had been. undercut by dozens’

“of contradigtions, dnd his main alibi — that :

hehadnotbeenonthemurderscemeatﬁﬂl
PM onAprlH lsss.mdthattheshadowy :




mSm\ *rm 'mn_m_oz .:,EB s Dow:

- ..wuoc_.. snu a 55 mauumai iwm p: vﬁ E mo it_went, Ray %nEam‘ twisting sEr» ) E:Ew N___m A:mo was Ed:
" shattered.v " .- _E_uocma lawyer’s cunning, the committee.” saidhe threw away the ri
- If Raoul was __3 ?:8...5 Eu was ww< ‘"damning him with ‘documents, while Lane BQ». BE.%_. s.o:E :an
moment to give him_flésh. Last pame? w@ screeched sarcasm. But the main blow was
says he never: asked: >E.om§=8.~ Blond,” ' "delivered after Ray left the room, It served:
red or black hair. I I-had identified him,”’ '~ to puncture Ray's 10-year-old m:E that he’.
. Ray 'said ‘almost. plaintively, “Raoul might had'been in a nearby filling station, servicing -
* have.testified against me,” He suggested Ra .Em Mustang, when King was'gunned down.
- oul kept his fingerprints ‘off the murder: ano - Enter-Dale Cowden, a -stocky,: hoal
" by using Band-Aids on his fingers.”. - ,U<o_o& man in a flowery shirt. Cowden had
v **How could Raoul wipe his fingerprints on. Bn:& a tale, printed in the National Enquir-*
#'the rifle and keep: yours ‘on?".--asked Rep.’ ° er‘and a Mark Lane book, that he had seen
+* Louis Stokes G.OES. 5@ Bomn n_mB»nSm " -Ray.and his Mustang in a Zman___m .—.QSS.,.
+ inquisitor, i v 7 station-at.the fatal moment. Lo ‘
“:* A defiant Ray. qu : Eo 83558 8:5 " Now, under Edgar's e_ﬁzoa:m. nqs._m:
*'prove he was in Atlanta on April 1, “I'll take . said flatly: ““It's completely false. I made it
. responsibility for; the King case right here on : - .. up.-I .was in: Port Watches,’ ._.mu 400 mil
& TV."” Even the showbout  Lane: looked star: -away.". Laughter ; ‘exploded __8 " Cawdi
xtled.: Stokes: quickly: produced "an ' “Atlanta sdid of rnno ““He bought i w Tidie BE
jaundry ticket dated April 1, 1968, ‘with Ray’s .- sinker.” ", —
. alias, :?2.:858_3.: mumbled Ray. -~ But the 8:288 =cB._< Eas away
i ‘e solemn Stokes built-a case that Ray = :the; ball ‘game.’ They made a serious goot
< had been uS_Enu,Enn. shark-like; fromL.A. ;- : when' Rep: Sanfi.Devine, (R-Ohio) read ‘aloud
' 6:Selmi to”Atlanta to the’ SoEvEu Kil) ‘testimony from’ a former-British.policeman, -
. .didn't know Eumonu"& " Ray said, incredi- “Alexander Eist, that while guarding Ray af-
_.....!v. N .ter his reaon arrest, he rmwa w@ cowa on

CEist's awome.Sn Mark Lane nneo n.a

. gressmen deserved hell. He shouted that’
~ had been “dismissed in &mnnwoo: 35. b
. British- police  for . perjury ‘and .robbery
Lamely, the committee said it would in

" gaté, For 88 Eﬁn. Eo ‘abrasive buf
¥ ’had mno_.&

i in: wao Bwuazo& X
‘ finances on his odyssey afte
- ing, and the FBI's curious 10
after the »umwmmiwco: But &
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