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' News-Senfinel Washington Correspondent
-WASHINGTON — The House Assas-
sinations Committee has concluded that.

. if James-Earl Ray was part-of a conspir-

acy to kill civil nghts Jeader Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr,, -then_ Ray. received no -
payment for his role ;in such a
conspiracy....:, , st Fog

‘The commlttees chref mvestigator
Edward M. Evans, said today. that based
on - the staff’s mvestlgatlon,_that ‘Ray

lived on_his’ share of the money. taken - had
during the July 13, 1967 robbery of the "the country- after the shooting, of King,

. 'and financial aid to effect’ that. escape.
Evans told the comnnttee that the And mvestxgatlons by the FBI and the

Bank of Alton, IIL. .
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: 1. 'l'he possibility that Ray accumu-

lated severl thousand - dollars while
engaging in.illegal activities in Missouri -
" State Prison from 1960 to 1967,-and that

he smuggled the money from the ‘prison : :
to . family members who safeguarded it *

unt:l his escape.
z. The possibility that Ray and one

N 1s brothers. John ‘and Jerry Ray
“robbed the Bank-.of Alton of appro:
“mately $27,000 June 13, 1967 ~ the crimé
which - to” this - day remams officially
-unsolved.
£ f.Evans said that after mtervnewmg in-
mates in the Missouri State' Prison the
committee: discounted the ' first’ possibil-
‘ity. Ray was characterized by those who *;
“knew him as bemg a "second-rate hus-:
“tler”. who engaged in a variety of illegal _

"actmt;es, namely. bookmakmg, narootlcs i

‘and smritggling of contraband. ,
% “But “almost - all those’ intervne ‘ed
‘indicated the’ actnvnty was on'a relat:vely
small scale,” Evans said.. g

.The_ investigators said the ewdence
_accumulated by the staff linking James

"and John, and possibly Jerry Ray, to the *

Bank of Alton robbery is significant. .

. “First, the Alton robbery ‘is virtually *
identical in modus operandi (method of
operation) to five other bank robberies in‘:
_which John Ray was invelved with Jerry °
Ray participating in at least one of these

robberies, and four ‘of . these five rob-:i

- beries occurred within an hour’s dnve of
Alton," Evans related.
Secondly, he added, the scene of the

crime, the location of the evidence aban- ..

doned after the crime and the ‘'significant
role that. Alton has played in James Earl
Ray’s. criminal background, suggest the
involvement of the Ray brothers.

" “The means, motive and opportumty'

to rob the Bank of Alton were clearly
.available to the Ray brothers, concluded
Evans. -

The mvesugator mld the commnttee
members that Ray’s port:on of a three--

way split of the $27,000 taken in the -

Alton robbery would have provided him
with some $9000, “enough to explam the

_ staff has dnscounted Ray s contention he

". received, large amounts of money from

the mysterious “Raoul” who Ray claims
masterminded . King’s assassmatlon in
‘Memphis on April 4,1968.z .
‘How: and where Ray received the
- money he lived on from the time he es-
" caped from the Missouri State Penitien-
.tiary Aprit 23, 1967, until his capture ‘in
England June 8, 1968, has always béen a
source of speculation in thée investigation.
- Conspiracy buffs contend that Ray
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Ray Got No' Pay If Plot Exw’red Probers Say.:

them. : :
The commxttees versxon of how and :
where Ray got his funds differs from that ;
of the Justice Department .which.con- .
cluded' that Ray financed his travels by -
_conducting pettyrobberies An the cities :

‘Department of Justlce ‘have provnded

many theories how Ray got. the money

he lived on during that, period, but.there -

is very: little hard, evrdenoe to pmve

he visited during his period as a fugmve.

.+, “Apart from Ray’s: Raoul version, the .
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d-to have had outside help to escape
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documented differencé”of over $800U 1n
hi$ known i nneome and known expensos"
" ‘Ray's known ‘income for the ‘period '

“when he was a fugitivé was only $1238.- -

- substantial funds in any ﬁnanclal institu-

tions, the staff could find no record of it.

: ~¢- “He has had such a small life — eating
himburgers, drinking beer and: living in

“We -(the staff) cannot see that ‘if Ray

1 ized any financial benefit.”’
‘ Blakey added that what the staff was

» dence” and that is never satisfactory. He
] saxd, “It' there was a consplracy. there rs

no evxdence t Ray was pald." ‘

i.% The, commiittee -will rheet tomorrow in;
exécutive-séssion. to discuss the Kennedy :
4 -assassination. Its'next public hearing will
* 'be at 9'a.m. Friday, when it will review
| - the actions of the FBI and JusticeDe-

i partment and their. mvestlgatlons of Ray

; and his flight from justice,

‘ Memphis - attorney -Duncan Ragsdale1

expressed shock and concern after:learn- ;
, ing his ward, Mrs. :Grace Walden  Ste- .
« phens, " had ;appeared ; on NBC's' Today :
; «Show -at-the request’ of Tawyer -Mark :

not the : assassin of King.

“Lane_to detail her:story: a-llegmg Ray was )

54. His known and unknown (estimated)

expenses for that time came to $9607.94. -
*The * committee’s chief - counsel, ‘G. .

Robert Blakey, said that if Ray had any °

flop ‘houses,” Blakey told thé committee. :

was part of. a conspiracy, he never real- :

preseniting. amounted .to “negative evi- .

H

H
3

" Ragédale and Lare, who now fives ir in .
‘‘Memphis, are the co-guardians of the 63- -

~declared " mentally mcompetent by the
Shelby County Probate Court. -

The two lawyers appeared befo the
House Assdssinations Committee yester-
day in_behalf of their ward, It was there

that Ragsdale learned that Lane and Mrs, .

Stepheéns_ had. appeared. on the Teday

:.Show last August, when the. -committee .

year-old' Mrs. Stephens. ‘who -has  been,
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-opeped its pubhc heanngs ‘on the ng .

murder. -
.Lane, who represen& A
trymg ta get a new tnal for the confess-

eorld me Ay b

.money..; i e A

v'_‘threaten ta. take Jane to,_court i

‘using Mrs. Stephens to~ promote a book :

.or_otherventure, -the young attomey

y mdxcated he would... . B
Ste

: not Ray.

: thundered Lane,
’. being who you have tned to destroy m
. front of all America. ° .

,‘yer, ‘who  abruptly ‘got. up and stalked,

commlttee has examined closely .several .
other alternative sources of his finances.
Of these, two merited .the.most substan-
tial . investigation,”.
- were:: :

Evans saxd. They ;

e B

has been. accused of using| theatncs and

“sensationalism as a means to ‘thafend., .

-ed Liller of the Civil Rights leader. and he :

e, . who : was appomted Mrs. .

- Stephens® .co-guardidn, ..in . August : by -
‘Memphis Probate Judge ] oseph Evans, *
“told the committee he would take court

" action agamst anyone who tried to. ex-

ploit-. his: ward - for: sensatlonahsm o

Although Ragsdale .
.he_is |

ttee to testify on her allega- ;
at she saw ngs -assagsin. flee
a rooming” house bathroom,” from .

~which the fatal shot was believed to have

been ﬁred Apnl 4. 1968, and that hé was '

" The flamboyant Lane sald he would

" 'not allow Mrs. Stephens to testify be- |

‘cause she “has suffered through S0 many

* traumatic ‘experiences that her ‘appear- -

“ance wi be detnmental to her emo- :
‘tional heal e o
:“] could not gauge ‘the extent ‘of | thxs

fcommrttee's ‘cruelty in attemptmg to de-

stroy .Grace Walden Stephens,” :
“She is a .decent human "~

" ¥You make ‘me ill” shouted the lai

from the hearing room. '’
This .left Ragsdale to - try ‘and repalr

th the damage done by the expert medical ;

testimony - presented. by the. committee :
which paints Mrs. Stephens, as a mentally -
.unstable person, whose. past bouts with

. "alcoholist and her mental problems'sen- |

ously question her credibility. "~ ;
The committée ‘also- wrecked ‘Lane’s

. charges of a conspiracy to silence Mrs..

Stephens by having her committed to a *
mental ' institution ' so. she .could : not
endanger the state" s case’ agamst.*Ray
:Mrs." Stephens’ - -story has “changed |
several times over the past 10 years con-
cerning the _events she thnessed on the

N



" per hair, and wearing a

‘evening King a$ gunned down on"the -

‘balcony of “the Lorraine _"M‘ote,l; in

Memphis' L CEe TN e e st
.. -She and her then-common-law. hus-
‘band, Charles Q, Stephens, lived in Room

"'6-B of Bessie Brewer’s rooming house at

1422%- South Main' St. Their second-floor
‘room was adjacent to 5-B, the room Ray
Wi“ard' R BT S
. . .Shertly after. the shooting, Mrs. Ste-

- admitted renting under the alias of John

L

* phenis was interviewed by, Wayne Chas- ;

“tain, '2"reporter- for, The Memphis Press- .
fs::'rl'mtar gg rttm time. She ‘told Chastain
_she’ had "heard the shats from, the bath-
room, ‘and” saw_’ through. her . partially -
‘opened door a man fleeing down the hall,
. -She described that.rt::z;x;] i_as db:;x}\)g_
ort, wiry, short crew cit, salt and pep-
short, wiry, short crew Slored Pl

-shirt and military jacket,. .5 RO
" Chastain submitted a Signed affidavit’
‘to ‘Ragsdale” which stated: “Grace ‘ap-..
: peared sober but weak. She appgare‘g:l;
B etgheréht and in-control of her faculties. |
: - “Charlie Stepheris came in while'I wds
-in the room, - Charlie. was staggering

. ingherstory. .oww L oais

- following the medical testimony. =~ -

..drunk and told me, ‘I saw who done ‘it
and - it was. 4, migger,” Grace said that
-Charlie didn't see anything.” "o 00

~43VLE Glynn King and Capt. R.L: Wil-

liams- of the Memphis police later inter-
ed Mrs. Stephens, who told thé offi-:

;-cers 'she did not see the man.-She told

- them that she had been “sick in bed” all:
.day. During. subsequent Qquestioning by
-the Memphis police and the FBI, Mrs.

!'Stephens did not deviate from her state-
-ment “until 'she  was  released . from

p n.State Mental Hospital, . /3’ ;

: arlie Stephens, however, was taken

" intd’ protective custody as a possible wit-
‘ness to'the King killing. It is believed the”
stress of this:led to Mrs. Stephens’ deep’

»depression-which resulted in her being

;:committed 'to “John Gaston ’Psychiatric
Ward. ; While : there, 'Mrs: Stephens: . at- -

,tempted to hang herself, which prompted

authorities to have her committed by the

Shelby County Probate Court to Western

».State, a long-term care facility. kB
¢~ Mrs. Stephens was diagnosed as suf-,
fering -from . “organic . brain.. syndrome,

: chronic (irreversable),” secondary to al- :
Goholism, not psychotic.”, o

7 'Throughout -yesterday's

earing,
medical testimony was. taken from the
doctors and administrators’of John Gas-
-ton and.'Western - State, " including: Dr.
David Moore, the supervising psychia-’
trist at John Gaston when Mrs’ Stephens'
was there; Dr, 'James Druff,’who was:
superintendent of: Western' State, Mental;
Hospital from 1967-69; Dr.'Jack C, Neale

11, who succeeded Dr. Dryff,. .~ " |
" They all “agreed’ Mrs, ‘Stephenk was
suffering. from ; organic - brain ‘syndrome
and that it" was - irreversible. She was
sprescribed medication whick ‘she ‘receiv- |
“ed in'the required amounts; the doctors'i
agreed.- . ~ Ry p gL Lo
_ .x“When one suffers from Jthis disor-:4
i der,” said Dr..Druff, *it tenfls‘to-break’,
7 down’the memory, insight, jadgment;-all?
. the intellectual functions.”' - ST
" The.dogtors :said Mrs.{‘Ste'herﬁi'was"
"committed - because :she hm'}
tendencies — not to keep’ her

reviewed all* of ‘the Facts

- brought out by the committee duririg the

hearing, but when asked if he could pro-
" duce any'new evidence, the young Mem-'
phis lawyer said he could not. ' i | v
="' Even though' Lane ‘and: Ragsdale re-,
" fused to 'let. Mrs, Stephens -testify, the
committee had decided not to call her



