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Justice Dept.Vows
To Probe Causes

Of Guyana Deaths

and Charles R. Babcock
Washington Post Statt Writers

The Justice Department declar-

ed its intention yesterday ‘to find
_out exactly how and |why more
-than 900 Americans died in the

’;’ ;' ’éy Leonard Dow%e Jr.

jungle of Guyana angd whether -

any ‘Peoples Temple c survi-
vors there or in the Urlited States
pose a danger to other Americans.

“We want to know who. led it, who

planned it and how did these events

" come about,” said Assistaht Attorney
‘General Philip B. Heymann, referring

to the forced mass suicide of 911

American members . of the Peoples

Temple in Jonestown, the murder of
" Rep. Leo J. Ryan (D-Calif) and four

others at a nearby airstrip, and the’

murder of four other tempie members -

in the capital city of Georgetown

The Justice Department’'s legal ju-°

risdiction is limited specifically to try-
ing to find and prosecute Ryan's mur-
derers, because of a statute that
makes conspiracy to murgfer a con-

gressman ‘a federal crime. But Hey-'

mann told reporters at a briefing yes-

- terday that the investigation also will

try to determine Whether there is

“any future danger for American citi- -

+zens,” trOm_‘surv'ivlng culf members.
The FBI is checking reports that
members of the cult once compiled a
“hit list” of prominent politiclans and
 journalists to be kidnaped or assassi-
nated if something happened to the
cult, Heymann said. But he cautioned
that some of the nllegntlons were
“dated,” and said -at- one, point, “T
- don’t want to auggest we have a valid
list.”

public interest and voluminous press,

- inquiries about the federal investlga-

tion of the massacfe. in Guyana. At

one point, Heymann said that Justice
wa.nted to help answer the question of

ves.”. ../

Among the other questiom .that re-
main unanswered is how many of cylt -
‘leadet Jim : Jones' top: ‘lieutenants, '

¥
how900peopleeanbemadetokﬂl1

t

mnybfwhomwereamedaecurlty,;

guards in J

Guydnese, authorlties believe they

".hnve undet’ arrest"the only - survivor .
among the Jonestown gunmen who. -

ambushed Ryan and his’ party at-the.

ltown, ure among the-"

Port Kaituma ° airstrip{ That - ‘man,

{- Larry Layton, 32, from Francisco,

has beeh charged in courtin Guym :

‘with the five ' murders,

IfLaytonhputontrhlthete uex- .

Seo GU!ANA, AI&‘OOL 1

. Justice Department brieﬁngs about g
ongoing ' investigations are rare, but "
officials said yesterday's unusual ses-
gsion was held because of the intense
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egted, not bexm&hd
atert6 - fa mbre charges “th*‘the
United States, because of the terms ot
the extradition between the ‘
; tmo countries, Heymann said. “We °
will. do. anythipg: in our..nowey, %
added, “to assist Guyana'in ﬁs inveé%ie A
gatfon P i oy e Y 40
H,Earlter attempta’to send. a; team J
investigators to: Guyana: were: res-
jeeted by the Ghiyanese government, -
But the State'Department now has-ars:
ranged for-four: EBI evidence special-
ists'to fly -there, sources said “They..
were .expected to »ar_rive - .George-
town last night. -

the FBI . agents wﬂl photograph and::
examiné ‘the-scene-of .the murders-and

" suiéides but.wiil:not interview survi :
vors'orsuspéctsin the murdérsy:i - ...
;-Heymann: also said :yesterday: thatz
the: U.S.: government ‘has ‘decidéd ta:
perforni autopsies.on’ fourirandom vie:’
tims of ‘the forres mass’suicide cause
of death. The 'Guyatiese. government;
egrlier had : asked .for an--autepsy :of:
Jim.: :Jones, ‘dnd - the .Justice ; Depart-.

" ment'decided: to:examine -the bodies:
; .~ of fonest pistress; and zm n&w

quast - from- his* “pérents-—the :doe

nce ..Schicht, .who: ; mixed -.th
batch of poisoned. saft drin]
. None of the other five gun-
mén identified by survivors of ‘the aii~
strip massacre is' known to’ be alive, *

. according to the Guyanese authorities,

But Michael Abbell, the Justice De-
partment’, attomey ‘coordiriating - the .
saidf'u;Wednesdnv
two-of the: .
have been id' ﬁfllthed as belng amougI
: the dedd. i
Heymann, who sald repeatedly yes-
terday that he did not want to discuss .
specifics of the U.S." hivesﬁgation bes
cause that might hinder-future prose-*
cutions or the parallel probe in Gu-

- yana, added “a number of {(the airstrip

shooting suspects) will probably have
turned out not to have survived.”
Peoples Temple survivars have said
they also fear others: among the survi-
vors, especially those s&till under
house arrest by the Guyanese authori-

_ ties in:the. cult’s Georgetown head-

quarters housé. Jim Jones’ 19-year-old
son, Steve, and other members of the
Jonestown bagketball team who are
inside the house have been accused by
other survivors of - being - trataed, -
sharpshooting members of the Jones-
town security force. -
One resident .of the Geotgetown
! house, Charles Beikman, 43, from In-
: dianapolis, has been charged with the

.m.u;.:omurder of fellow temple member .

Sharon Amos Harris and her three ')
children, who were, found inside the-
house with their throats slashed.on

. Guyana, Cecil A. Roberts, told repo tﬁ
ers there yesterday that most of- “

ples Teniple.” :

the night of the forced mass suicide in -

Jonestown. Guyanese police are -still ..
investigating whether others” in'the’
house also were involved in the
ders. -

The deputy poliee co

survivors in the house and those stay-"
ing under police guard in a George-

town hotel have been cleared of in- |

volvement in any crimes. He indicated

" that they may be released to return to

the United States as- soon as this
weekend. -

He said all the survivors have been
interviewed to determine whether any
more should be detained as suspects

“or witnessesThose interviewed, Rob- -

erts said, described at least three “dry
run” mass suicide rehearsals in which -

Jonestown residents drank liquid they '

_were told was poison.:
-Roberts said he has been unable to
determine from the survivors or other
evidence exactly how Jim‘Jones was

shot to, deet,h ‘The f;ulf leede;"s bo'dy
was goun on the p ox;n of the com-
front.’ of his
h% lgn acked, faswoqdeﬁ‘ 4
chair ““handgufi; Robérts isaid, was
fowld “nearby > -
An autopsy of “Jones™ body could
hélp ‘answer {he ‘duestion -6t Whether
"else - firéd the' ‘shot thit
#ldo cotld prowde clies
"ﬂlnessesiJon -appar-
g frem and whether
m dmgged ot o8 7T d!\ 3 R ]
“We had Heeri“divided aﬂout dolng
autopsies,”’ Assistant” Attomey ‘Gen-
- eral Heymann said yesterday. “I
sélf wanted 18- to take gny step--éven
thitEe-that-in “inother sitiiation® mlglit
S8i Ve ide- a4

childresi'fed poison inf J‘ones’town ‘Nov.
18't6 Ye'murder. Adults forced sgainst
their will - to - take the poison - alfo
should be: considened ntirder: victlms
Roberts - added: Suchf’k;‘dlst.tnctions .
could- matter when relatives “of - the
dead “thake “insaranics clalms® o¥ file'
suilt aghinst what’ temﬁns the Peo-

“Roberts ‘also: said auée mxym
found lets than $1 milllon In U8 and
.Guyanese currency- in"Jotiestown and -
found no. valuables in thé heavy suit-
case -that three of -the survivors-said .
they were -given by Jim Nones’ mis- :
tress to take to the Soviet embassy. -
The three, who have been questioned
closely by Guyanese police, said the
. suitcase: contained gold: and jewelry
besides the ¢ash found on them ‘when
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they were given by Jim Jones’ mis-
abandoning the suitease, which they
found too heavy.

Both of the Jonestown boats also
have been accounted for, Roberts said.
The Marcellene, which was believed
to have been missing, was another
name for a fishing boat named the
Cudjoe that the Guyana Defense
Force found upriver from Jnnestown
he said.

Heymann said that the' Guyanese
government had supplied U.S. authori-
ties with fingerprint cards for most of

the cult figures who entered the’

South American country. The finger-
print cards, plus medical and dental
records will be used by technicians at
Dover Air Force BaSe i idennfying
the victims. -

One Justice Department offlcial
said, however, that decomposition of

the bodies might ‘make it impossible .|

to identify .positively, as.many-a5 25
percent of the- 911 de cult members
at Dover. . : o
»="Delaware’ Gov Plerre S DuPont IV
said yesterday that he had been ag-
sured there would be no mass. butial
of the bodies in his state. Federal offi-
cials hope that relatives will claim the
bodies and arrange for their burial in-
dividually..

Heymann noted at yesterday's brief-
ing that the Justice Department’s civil
division is researching whether the
government can. recover the cost of
transporting theibpdiesshin’ estimated
$9 million—from thé remaining assets
of the Peoples Temple, which had real
estate holdings in California and al-
legedly had large sums of money in
domestic and foreign banks.

In California, meanwhile, seven eld-
erly members of the cult were greeted
by relatives yesterday on their return
from Guyana.

Kay Johnson, a relative of one of
the survivors, ~78-year-old Carol
Young, said she had attended a Peo-
ples Temple meeting in Los Angeles
just before the group left for Guyana.

“I thought the whole thing was
phony, but you couldn’t talk to her
(Young) against Jim Jones. She had

pictures of him all over the house,”
Johnson said.

Heymann noted at the briefing that
the Justice Department has hesitated
to investigate allegations of kidnaping
and brainwashing of members of reli-
gious cults because of First” Amend-
ment protections. There is usually no
sign of physical detention in such
cases, he said, and what is brainwash-
ing to one person may be a true con-
version to another. |

Contributing to this story was Wash-
ington Post staff writer Fred Barbash
from Georgetown, Guyena.

Aide Denies That Ryan
Leaked Data to Schorr

SAN MATEO, Calif., Nov. 30 (AP)—
An aide-to slain Rep. Leo Ryan (D-
Calif.). has ~denied reporter Daniel
Schorr’s statement that the congress-
man-leaked a:story to him on covert
Central Intelhgence Agency opera-
tions in Angola in 1975,

Aide Joe Holsinger said on Wednes-
day that Schorr's remarks were
“reprehensible.”

Ryan was killed Nov. 18 while on a
factfinding trip to the Peoples Tem-
ple settlement in Jonestown, Guyana.

Schoor, a' former CBS {television
newsman, said Wednesday, Ryan leak-
ed the information after receiving a
top-secret briefing from the staff of
the House International Relations
Committee.

Holsinger said Schorr had contacted
Ryan and asked Ryanto confirm in-
formation Schorr had received from
another source.

“Schorr tried to trap Leo, fo use
him,” Holsinger said. “Leo refused
and he told me later he was glad he
refused.”

“Leo did not have much respect for
Schorr, and I'm sure time will justify
that opinion,” Holsinger told report-
ers.

Holsinger said there were other per-
sons who could support the denial,
but he did not identify them.



