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‘GEORGETOWN," Guyana (AP)‘ e

Troops swept through a steaming jungle
Monday in search of American religious
zealots who fled their remote compound
and ‘left behind a scene of horror and
.death — the bodies of at Jeast 383 fellow
cultists, some shot, most apparently
poisoned by their own hands in a mass
suihide. L

Among the bodies found at the camp

“were those 'of the. sects “fanatical

founder, the Rev. Jim Jones, his wife
and one of thefr ehildren nld Police
Chief C. Augustus, -

:Soldiers counted 163 women. 138 men
and 82 children among the dead. They
‘all were believed to be Americans.

.Many. reportedly had lifed: uptotnke
doses of poison from a tub. *
The mass deaths apparently occurred
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_about an hour or more after ) members of .. - .

the California sect, People’s 'l;emple.
ambushed a visiting investigative group
led hy Congressman Leo J. Ryan. killing
Ryln and four others. - S

Augustus said there was no gvidence .

“of gunshot wounds on the bodies of
Jones, his wife or child. “It appelrs that
they drank some poison,” he said. - .

Still unaccounted for were between
500 and 900 of Jones' followers, who fled
into the jungle around the.
commune, 150 miles northwes
South Americancapital. =~

The: killings and mass su!c!de, trlg

" gered by Ryan's inspection visit, ap-

parently were the final cry of a violence-
hardened and pnranoid group’ thnt 5w
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-’American’ lawyer Mark 1 Lane, wl:o‘5

e:caped from the jungle camp just
before the mass deaths, mmmr':ex?sof
hours -he and another. at-
torney, gh&reles h?;rry spent in the
camp an ra ungle n
Sa!t‘u‘ril;lyondSundayj E earby fate
e, a prominent cham of con-
troversial cases and a le allﬂ:.onnulmtlo
-the sect, said he and Garry were barred

from a mass meeting .at the camp, ‘.

~Jonestown, : but.:that:. they - heard
"residents discussing ‘communal suicide
overalondspenker Lane said one spoke

of “the beauty of death n pnrt of our

R

" meﬂﬂm*reportedly" . hedlongcon- ‘

‘sidered mass sifcide if they felt their
sect threatened, Jones nndge sect had
~sbeen ‘under' investigation n C
“before he founded the
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Lana 3aid the mesting began at about

5p.m. 0nly40mlnntelenrller a half-
dozen sect. members nmbuthed Ryan's’
“group at'a nearby airstrip, where they

were trying to fly ont some diunchanted
. sect memberl
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