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J. Lee Rankin, Esquire
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E.
Washington, D. C. 20002

Dear Lee:

The enclosed clipping from the Rome Daily American
indicates that Lane is continuing his antics - with less and
less restraint.

The clipping was sent to me by Virginius Dabney,
Editor of the Richmond Times Dispatch, who is now traveling
in Italy. 1In his letter, Mr. Dabney stated that another story
- in the Rome press referred to Lane having come to Rome from a
meeting of lawyers in Budapest. Mr. Dabney further wrote that:

"This is the sort of tripe the Europeans are
getting right along. . . ." :

I am aware, of course, that you and the Commission
have been concerned about the distortions and irresponsibility
of the European press. But when American citizens, and
especially a member of the bar, make statements like those
attributed to Lane, the behavior of the press is less sur-
prising.

There ought to be some way for the bar to discipline
people like Lane, as he is certainly bringing serious discredit
to the legal processes of his country.

Sincerely,

24/167 N, T
cc: Messrs. Craig, Rhyne,
Seymour and Wright



Rome Daily American, April

9, 1964

Lane Condemns Fress

By WAYNE WANGSTAD
(Staff Writer)
- Mark Lane, one-man defense coun-
sel for Lee Harvey Oswald, Presi-
dent Kennedy’s alleged assassin, Jast
night struck out at the seductive
sileiice of the press in America over
;»?e fag‘ts su:-]rrgmdin,r; the deaths cf
enncidy an &wnlid, the ¢ ]
-details {:f the evidence :g::‘igzgg:gg
accused assassin, and revealed what '
he claimed was an interesting case

of news picture “doctoring.”
. Speallfi.ng in a SeTne.

..ence, Lane said that the pr in;
some cases has been “ordgrgsi %2
layoff certain factors surrounding
the Kennedy assassination — one of
them the number of shots fired at
the president — and in at least one
case has voluntarily “killed” a sto.

because it was considered too "ho?l‘ .

by a New York newspaper,
_Lane was recently “dismissed” by

Rome news confer-,

CQ2T . 2
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romung to pnotographs of Os.
wald, downtown Dallas and sketches
of the parade route the presidential
caravan fo''»wed that day, Lane said «
flatly the f Lee Harvey Oswald

. were tricd in a court of law today
“he would he found not guilty of
Kennedy’s death, the wounding - of”
Gov. Connally and the murder of
. las policeman ‘Lippott.!

Lane went into what he called the
“great amount of inconsistencies”
in the facts of the investigation by

- the Dallas police, FBI and Secret

Serviee:

* e The rifle. =The rifle changed
nationality and caliber in the course
of 24 hours. First it was a 7.65 mi-

.limeter German Mauser, then it be-

~came a 6.5 milimeter Italian rifie.”.

~ o Parafin tests to determine wheth-
er Oswald had fired 4 rifle. “Sworn
affidavits by police experts conclud-
¢d that Oswald had traces of nitratc

on left and right hands and that he -

probably had recently fired a pistol;

Oswald's mother a

d s the at

§;§§ntt}lmg her son, Ho?:'i%geyﬁ:npé

s xl'ed at he had never actualli' been
by Oswald’s mother but had

\ the presiden i
"o ent, was iled

rectly -ordered by the Fageeal
d by the Pe -
reau cf Investigation not todlg:i?tl WI?S"

him concerning the even
> e
ing that fata] . ts surround.-

' The -doctored"”
__New York Iawy

city where
, -were di-

~—- e

phbtdgraph thy
er cited showed O:

wald posing in a backyard‘ with a |

revolver strapped to

: his hj
g_“);dfng‘ a copy of a newsp;;gerand-i

“Militant™"— in. ene h -
th e hand and

e alleged murder rifle in the other,

¢ charged that pictur ‘

; . es o,

{ilélnes 1;11 three different pu{)lig: '
ton c:seov:}?g ra.ﬂdu‘}fler‘«mt rifle. In

. o1 . A 1ile had a telescopic”
another an entirely dufgix":‘-"

sight, in
- ent bolt ’
xsr;?(ci%lanism than the gther )

. two, he
picture to a famous .

: “I'showed the
) firearms expert,” Lane said, “and he -
ere hadn't been gz

told ‘me -that, th

in modern firearm

, : 1 s and g s r
: :igmtohri\t ux]itp;eignt on them?tlzili?li:
| Eipaagy e suinortles ‘s WHER.

. - o

" -no support for his firing a rifle.” |
' i 'The Dallas police chief, Lane said,

" had said the parafin-tests were po-

sitive, that “Oswald was the mur-
derer.” Lane pointed out that the
tests are proof of firing a gun and
not proof of murder.

© Darryl Click, the taxicab driver
who drove Oswald to the movie
-house where he was arrested. “There
" has never been a man by the name
of Click who drove a cab or cver
lived in Dallas.” Lane- said they.

have since found another man, with-

another name, as the taxi driver.
o Witnesses _to the murder of of-’

ficer Tippett and President Kenne-:

dy. “Miss Markham, who witnessed
the Tippett killing said she had over

20 people from the FBI, Secret Serv- -

. fce and Dallas police force tell her
not to talk about the case ... she
‘said she saw the murder and the
~ man run away ... that she spent 20

.minutes with Tipvett and there was,

no one else on the street and was
.- therefore the only witness ... that
the police description of the man

_.was a white man five feet 10 to 11 -

- inches with tihin, blond hair ... that

. Miss Markham told police that the

' man was shori, iwavy and had dark,
bushy hair.” .




