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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. ' % ‘
el

February 27, 1964 Ex
BY COURIER SERVICE

Honorable J. Lee Rankin 4
General Counsel C ok
The President¥s Commission
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr., Rankin:

Enclesed for your information are two copies of
a self-explanatory communication from our Detroit Office
dated February 17, 1964, concerning attorney hark Lane, b o
Also enclosed are iwo copies of "Lane's Defense Brief for D e
Oswald'which appeared in the December 19, 1963, issue of ) ' ]

the "National Guardian."-
The Attorney General is being furnished copies
of the above Detroit communication, background data on
Mark Lane similar to that information previously furnished
you by this Bureau as well as the brief appearing in the
“"National Guardian,"

.

t
i

The House Committee on Un-American Activities
"has staced the "National Guardian" has manifested itself
from the beginning as a virtual official propaganda arm of
Soviet Russia, althouéh the publication denies having any
affiliation with the Communist Party.

Sincerely yours,

Enclosures (4)

R S i e SR g
S T S gl e




FERI L A SLCNU R oA S AN

O HEER RN RS B AR S A

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREATU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Detroit, Michigan

Fila No.

February 17, 1964

Re: Assassination of-President
John F. Kennedy, 11/22/63,
Dallas, Texas

On February 14, 1964, Mark Lane, who described
himself as a New York Attorney and the attorney for Mrs.
Marguerite Oswald, mother of Lee Harvey Oswald, made a
speech-at the Central Methodist Church, Woodward and
Adams Streets, Detroit, Michigan.

During this speech, Lane said that he had
prepared a brief concerning the Oswald case and that in
about two weeks he was going to seek to obtain an appointment
with United States Attornmey General Robert Kennedy in order
to present this brief, as well as other evidence he had
developed in this matter, to the Attorney General.
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:;.., a trial that 8:: _uw held

LATE CITY EDITION

that her husband owned a rifle, buried in the 14th
paragraph of a story appearing on page 63 of the
New York Times, is a total repudiation of that fabri-
cation.

K may be said that £=m= Marina Oswald is released
from “protective custody” she will be able to discuss
the truth of the statements attributed to her by the
FBI, the Secret Service and Wade. The Secret Service
has “suggested to her (Marina Oswald) that it might
be safer and easier for her to return to the Soviet Union
than to try to live in the United States (Times, Dee. 8).”
Perhaps the Secret Service intended to indicate that
it would be safer and easier for the Secret Service, the
PBI and Wade and the case against Oswald if Mis.
Oswald quiztly left the country.

Meanvwhile, back to Wade’s “clinched case.” Even if
Mrs. Oswald did state that her husband owned a rifle
and that it was missing Friday morning, such “evi-
dence” would not be admissible under the laws of
Texas. The Dallas law enforcement officials, neverthe-
less, released that “evidence” to the public and, there-
fore, to all potential jurors in Dallas, while Oswald was
alive and facing the possibility of trial. Such conduct
did violence both to the spirit and letter of law and
ethics and ta the rights of the defendaunt. .

In view of Marina Oswald's lack of knowledge re-
garding the rifle, and in view of the statement made
P o ‘Paine, at whose home thc rifle was alleged to
:ER been stored, one questions‘whether Oswald éver
actually possessed the rifle. “Mus, Paine, a Quaker, said
she had no idea what was in the blanket.'She said that
because of her _é:Z Um:m7 uzn —<o:_n not allow a
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A SWIFT VERDICT OF GUILTY — N.Y. TIMES HEADLINE ZO<. 25
. The Times later ‘regretted’ its failure to gualify the word assassin L

went to his home in Oak C ~hanged his clothes
hurriedly, and left.” . ’ .

On Nov. 21, it was conceded that “Darryl Click” did
not drive a taxicab in which Oswald was a passenger.
When “Darryl Click” disappeared from the case, “Wil-
liam Whaley' appeared as the man who drove Oswald,
not home, but at least in that general divection.

Oswald, it is alleged, fired the shots that killed Ken-
nedy from the sixth floor of the building. Oswald, it is
alleged, then walked down four flights of stairs, pur-
chased a soft drink and was sipping it while a police
officer approached him on the second floor.

Oswald, it is alleged, later left the building, slip~
ping through the police cordon and proceeded through
the panicked street crowds until he found a bus. Os-
wald, it is alleged, then boarded the bus, paid his fare,
got a transfer (thai he never used) and spoke to the
driver about the assassination. .

The driver referred a woman to Oswald, it is alleged,
and Oswald spoke with her about the shooting. Oswald,
it is alleged, eventually left the bus after riding about
six blocks and was walking “from Comnmmerce Street”
when the taxicab driver, now named “William Whaley”
_saw him. Oswald, it is alleged, hailed the taxi, and en-
“tered it. “Williain Whaley's” log shows that Oswald
entered the taxi, after having completed this zntire
trip, at exactly 12:30 p.m. The shots that killed Ken-

egy. were fived at 12:31 pm, .\,.. <o e e e = e

. Point Twelve

J». Oswald shot and killed a police officer.

4’~>31 J»LO. ::z :.):Li :: :._ .:a ?: Officer Tip-

scene en the nm?.mu:_i::_ u:a ::. s::... s .3.2:._.

to Oswald that he had committed the perfect crime,
had escaped the police at the Texas Book Depasitory
and was now far removed from the scene. Frantic ac-
tions by Oswald, s0 obvious as to attract the attention
of a passerby, in these circumstances, also seem Incon-
sistent with Qswald’s reported demeanor moments after
the President had been shot. At this time a policeman
charged up the stairs of the book depository, pointed

_8 gun at him and sought {o arrest him for shooting the

President. .

Oswald’s employer described Oswald's condition at
that time as “cool as a cucumber—although he secined
a little bothered by the gun.” (Washington Pest, Dec. 1)

+w  Point Fourteen
Oswald drew a pistol and attempted to kill the ar-
resting officer. The ftiring pin struck and marked the
bullet but it did not cxplode.
ADE SAID, “He (Oswald) struck at the officer, put
the gun against his head and snapped it, but did
not—the bullet did not—go off. We have the snapped
bullet there. Officers apprehended him at that time . . .
It misfired being’ on the—the shell didn't explode, We
have where it hit it, but it didn't explode.”
Wade was attempling to indicate that when Oswald
was arrested in the theater he tried to shoot the arrest-

ing officer and did in fact pull the trigger of the pistol."

There can be no question that the trigger was pulled

since Wade assured us, in his fashion, that the firing

pin struck the bullet and marked the bullet. He further
assured us his office has the “snapped buillet” in its
possession. The arresting officer, however, policeman

MacDonald, told the story differently: “I got my hand

on the butt of his gun,” said MacDonald. *I could feel

Oswald's hand on the trigger. I jerked my hand and

was able to slow down the trigger movement. He didn't

have enough force to fire it. (Washington Pest, Dee. 1.

Confronted with a resume of that report, Wade quick-
ly adjusted to it:

Reporter: There was one officer who said that he pulled
the trigger, but he managed to put his thumb
in the part before the firing pin. It didn't

: strike gm —the bullef didn't explode. Is
> that ... ?

Wade: Idon't w:oi whether it's that or not. I know

f he didn’t snap the gun is all I know about

. 1t. (New York Times, Nov. 26.)
We leave this incident bearing in mind one remark-
able fact. Physicial evidence, introduced by Wade—a

bullet marked by a firing pin in an attempt to kill a

police offlcer—now was repudiated by ::w cz_nﬁ. i:o
C was m wwmi..:mmm and by Wade himself, )

. Point Fifteen

A :.::. was found in Oswald's possession showing (he

-



alive wild .aciz e pussiDilly ul Lilal, SUr:s Cotudcey
ethics and to the rights of the defendant. ~ -

- In view of Marina Oswald's lack of knowledge _m.
hEE:m the rifle,- and in view of the statement made
T l/\mﬁ.:nr at whose, home the rifle was alleged to
=n<n been stored, one questions whether Oswald ever
actually possessed the rifle. “Mrs, Paine, a Qugker, said
she had ho idea what was in the blanket. She said that
because o her personal beliefs she would not allow a
weapon of any sort in her home.” (New York World
Telegram and Sun, Nov. 25).

) Point ‘Nine

Oswald had a package under his arm Friday.

HE PROSECUTOR said, “This day he went home

one day earlier on Thursday night, and came back
to—with this fellow-—and when he came back he had
a packag: under his arm that he said was window
curtains, I believe, or window shades.”

If Oswald were alive, we would proceed to ask him
whether he carried a package to work Friday morn-
ing, and if so, what was in the package and what hap-
pened to th2 contents. If Mrs. Oswald were not locked
up in a sceret location we might ask her about the pack-
age. Wade has not indicated what evidence regarding
the package led him to the conclusion that he offered
(that it contained the murder weaponi.

Point Ten

Oswald. while taking a bus from the secene, laughed
loudly as he told a woman passenger that the President
had been shot.

ADE SAID, "Thz next we hear of him is on a bus

where he got on at Lamar Street, told the bus
driver the President had been shot, the President. (He)
told the lady—all this was verified by statements—told
the lady on the bus that the President had been shot. He
said, ‘How did he know?' He said a man back there told
him. The defendant sald, ‘Yes, he’s béen shot’ and
laughed very loud.”

Wade, in telling his story., made no attempt to ex-
plain how Oswald escaped from the building sealed off
by scores of Dallas police. We leave that mystery to
enter a new one. Why did Oswald, fleeing the scene of
a murder, joke publicly about the murder? Why did he
“Jaugh very loud”? Such behavior is hardly consistent
‘with 48 hours of consistent denial of guilt when in
nzveonG of the Dallas authorities. The laughter on the
—Em story secmcd so unlikely that the FBI, in off-the-
yecord briefing sessions for the press, conceded that it
was untrue. In considering that the bus laughter story
is false, we consider also the statement by Wade in
the telling of that story, “. . . all this was verified by
statements.”

. Point Eleven
A taxi dviver Darryl Click, took Oswald home, =_=.:.
he changed his clothes.
ADE SAID, “He azm:lzum bus, he asked the bus
driver to stop, got off at a stop, caught a taxicab
driver, Darryl Click—I don’t have his exact place—--and

did violence botih to the spirit and letter of law and

when the taxical deiver, now naed ~Wililam Whaley™

. saw him. Oswald, it is alleged, hailed the taxi, and en-
"“tered it. “William Whaley's” log shows that Oswald

entered the taxi, after having completed this entire
trip, at exactly 12:30 p.m. The shots that killed Ken-
nedy. were fived at 12:31 pm. oo wn s

‘ - Point Twelve

Oswald shot and killed a police officer.

ADE SAID, “He walked up to the car. Officer Tip-
pit stepped out of the car and started around it.
He shot him three. times and killed him.”

This allegation isn't directly related to the murder of
the President but it raised interesting points.

The Dallas authorities first said Tippit was shot
in a movie theater: Later, it was reported that he was
shot on one street and, still later, on another street.
The first charge against Oswald was not for the mur-
der of the President but for the muvder of Tippit. That
charge was made while the investigation of the Ken-
nedy shooting was still going on. Wade announced that
the Tippit case was absolutely set and that all the
evidence proved Oswaid shot the officer.

In view of the certainty of the prosecutor as to a
case that had been entirely locked up two days before.
the following dialogue (at the press conference) is
rather curious. .
Reporler. Was this (where Oswald shot Tippit) in front

of the boarding house?
Wade: No, it’s not in front of the boarding house.
Reporier: Where was it?
Wade: I don’t have it exact.
- Point Thirteen -

A witness saw Oswald enter the Texas Thealer,

ADE SAID, “Someone saw him go in the Texas
Theater.”

There has been’ little conflict about that assertion.
The first statement by Dallas authorities indicated that
the theater cashier was so suspicious when she saw Os-
wald change from seat to seat nervously that she
telephoned the police. )

It soon became obvious that a cashier at a post out-
side of the theater might have difficulty watching the
customers once they entered. So the authorities then
indicated that an usher saw Oswald changing seats.
The last version has a person outside the theater noti-
cing Oswald’s suspicious action, following him into the
theater, sealing off the doors with the assistance of
the “usher, and then notifying the police through a
telephone call made by the cashier.

Some questions peripheral to the arrest in the the-
ater persist. What did Oswald do before entering the
theater to atiract attention? In what manner were his
actions “suspicious?* We have been told by the newly
emerging firearm-psychologist experts that although
Oswald was not particularly talented with a rifle, his
“psychotic condition” may have given him “nerveless
coordination” so that he might fire accurately,

‘Evidently that “nerveless coordination” was not pres-
ent outside the theater, although it could have appeared

., : (New w::x H.E.rv. Nov. wm )

- We, _nw<m this incldent bearing in mind one remark-
nEm .?2. Physicial evidence, introduced by Wade—a
bullet marked by a firing pin in an attempt to kil a

. police officer—now was repudiated by the officer who
K ﬂnw.w.ﬂ;mm.m: itiies5 and by Wadé himself. :

..~ Point Fifteen

A map was ?:...:._ in Oswald's possession showing the
scene of the assassination and the bullet’s trajectory.

swald the Man,
Dallas Cops Sure

By HENRY MACHIRELLA

25 JUE

THE DALLAS COPS CERTAINLY MADE THE NEWS
This aEEE.mn in the N.Y. News, Nov. 24

HE DAY APFTER Wade's historic press conference,
and three days after the Oswald arrest, a new dis-
covery was made.

“Today Mr. Wade announced that authoritles had
also found a marked map, showing the course ol the
President’s motorcade, in Oswald's rented room. ‘It
was a map tracing the location of the parade route.
the district attorney said, ‘and this place [the Texas
School Book Depository, a warehouse from which the
fatal shots were fired] was marked with a straight line.’
Mr. Wade said Oswald had marked the map at two other
places, ‘apparently places which he considered a pos-
sibility for an_assassination.”” (New York Times, Nov.
260

A document written by the defendant showing his in-
tention to commit a crime is important evidence. It
seems incredible, were such a map in the hands of the
Dallas authorities on the previous day when Wade pre-
sented the evidence, “piece by piece,” that he would
have neglected to mention it.

Oswald was arrested three days prior to the map an-
nouncement. On the day of his arrest police removed
all of his belongings from his room, telling the land-
Jady that Oswald *‘would not return.” One wonders
where the map came from three days later. The same
newspapers that hailed the discovery uf the map Nov.
25, without a single question as to its legitimacy, origin,
or previous whereabouts, totally ignored ov buwried the
last comment regarding this important document. “Dal-
las officials yesterday denied that such a map exists.”
(Washington Past, Nov. 27.)

The people vs. Osteald
HEN A CRIMINAL CASE is brought in federal
court against an individual, 1t is entitied, “The
People of the United States against” the named de-
fendant. No federal charge was lodged against Oswald;
(Continued on Page 8)
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE T

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

Detroit, Michigan
File No.

February 17, 19G4

Re: Assassination of-President
John I, Konnedy, 11/22/63,
Dallas, Texas

On February 14, 1964, Mark Lane, who described
himself as a New York Attorney and the attorney for Mrs,
Marguerite Oswald, mother of Lee Harvey Oswald, made a
speech at the Central Methodist Church, Woodward and
Adams Streets, Detroit, Michigan. ’ -

During this speech, Lane said that he had
prepared a brief concerning the Oswald case and that in
about two weeks he was going to seek to obtain an appointment
with United States Attorney General Robert Kennedy in order
to present this brief, as well as other evidence he had
developed in this matter, to the Attorney General.
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