Deay Faul, 2/8/78

From accounts reaching me it appears that the Hpuse sssassina have come upon the
crisis that was inevitable. I presume this will also mean varying degress of personal
distroes within the critical comzurity, with a few, very few exceptions.

The time has come whon :any if not most of you will be hopdng; for its rapid dewdise,

I have several purpeses in writing you about this now. I have a few moments vefore
I got into my deily routihe of the winter season, exercycling to you'll exouse the
expression the morning TV news. Joring as it is with it the oxercycling is less boring.

I suppose that beginning with a confession will not hurt. I regret ay inability to
reach move of you young fogies with whai to me was not merely a certain anglysis of
the com ittee and its prospects and direction - it was, %o pe, an absolute certainty,

From ¢ e beginning 1 was of the belief that the Downing effort was a loser. But
when I was asked to consult, that I d4d. I tosik Jin with me. Together we made an effort
to straighten the resclution and the thinking out. I spent time with Tiny and Rick. They
came hers peveral times. I 4id =y best. The day the resultion paszed the Rules com:ittee
Rick asked for another position paper and I did it off the top of the head, Then Bud
mrmmmmzm;mo«mmm'ndumtxcom.ﬁymtymt
this would not and could mot, aimost should not succeed did not prevent a real effort,

© Then Spragawe asked ms in. I went, spent the morning with hie and others and the after-
nocn with soxe of those then present and others. Demaven Gay was at both sesaions. o
will, I am sure, tell you that I laid ou: to Sprague exactly what the traps were and
-what eould not work together with what could and would end how 1t eould ve done with no
money and very little effort - how they could get off €0 a start that would mean success
if they were able to proosed from an initial successful effort, Earlier I had aven perw
suaded Bud of thia and Bud dopposes aluost suytidng I sugwest, noruelly. “y then he wes
olose to desparats, as he was seve.al tius later.

I believe that you sent me yeur positicn paper and I mede comucnt on it, probably
comment that wae unweloime. Plsase now learn fron these experiences, -

There came 2 tize when Donoven phoned me and satld, to parephrase, that I am Perlin,
the zan who remsmbers the future, Thygotmtomaltmubhan&haphomdjmtmuy
that be remembered clearly how L had speiled it all out to Spregue that firsy morning,
(T took “im with me the second tiue and I'm sure 4im will tell you that we l-ft with the
oeriainty that under Spragus the oomxittes would not succedd and would prodably be
very hurtful toc the acceptance of truth,

Donovan phoncd me sgain, after I had refused two requests to attend tue brainstorzdng
uasimdltham-totywatw.mccfuammamthnthotumdth-comqmnm
of all the thoorising snd wented a devil's advocate. (I had learned that this does not
work fros Schwgiker, If X forget to retum to this and you ar: intsrested, ask me, 1’11
toll you that 4o end Bud will confirm what I'3l say.) I told Jenovan that if I wemt there
would be hassles and this also would be counte:productive -~ that if he found that the
ocupittes latohed onto msome nut theory I would help bim afterward.

For Donovan is fired, as Xevin was in effect fired, although I sup cse the record
shows both resigned. I have less concern for the departure of the Taunenbsums and
Ws,wmmmmmmuwmmmm.mhnmumn
Fenton is gooe. He should not have besn thexe %o begin with.

It vas olear fyom the first tbat the ttee cven to ths minor ateff levsl knew
thn."!l‘xauamnm&tor“ark.mmmwm;uomlem;mihmluaw
zanory fatls se, But I made a very strong effort to help 1t with ¢ ¢ %ing end. I gave it
10 begin with encugh to bresk the cass, fou can beliswe ms or not, and Bud ewven did, I
could have gotten them off with a total destruction of both offioial solutions. There cane
a tize, I'm told, when Bud was pressing tham, in their grest dlstress, to do what I
had repeatedly proposed.

vark:lnbuthmhumﬁndthmtriwm possible testing, in court,
with unlizited resources on the other side. You have no idea what 1% survived in Faaphis,
over a two woek period, xpualaoblnmmormlimgtmtlkidmyp‘d. 80 to apeak,
Dot of the state's rebuttal witnesses as rapidly as they were palled by eurprise, by




exabling what to a remarkmblc degres, givea the hard oonditions, Dud and Jim did,

In the zdddls of our t ird murning of puttin: on our cuse “Briin waldroy csme up %o
o as said Hal you old bDastard, sin't you askised of yours-1f7 i aasked why. € said
for fuckin us the FHI, the state of Tennea:se sud +the County of Shelby. "

After 1 hag made it poesible for Bud ¢o utterly destroy aad then turn around the
State's publishing kltness, a former US Attoraey ani Bantam's vice proesident and general
counnel, an authentic sxpert fn pdlishirg and publishing law, the State asked for a
recess to decide whetbor it would pat on &ay more rsbuttal witmesses, (It didn't,)

On toat bresk ‘o ceoe up sgain and sadd, Zal you old bastard, don’t you imow what over-
idll 1w :

wy
Theos are the vealities, Put we could do uothiag sboutl a phonet liberal judge wio
MMMI’mmmupwummummd.Ibop. vefore too meny manths
have psssed to establish wha% now have yasoa to beiisve.
t lane owned the corittes, which was almost cortain not o succeed if tnds hed
not been the csse. )

1ts offensss ageinst law and deo onay were ocuenh that & ed to axgakvithih.Isaid
I wonld get Spregue and I was at least a mejor coniribation to that. "t had to be, Lane
as usual is fiotionalixing wben he claimo the CIA 412 it. I sas the source of all thoee .
stories sxcept tie Star's and I took the initlave wilh all of them. Thowe stories were

¥

aoourats, too.

From these leng asc peinful experlences end havisg adapted to the fact that & have
two illisesces aither of which ¢an be fatal I have ackievid what may perhaps be culled a

' state of trenquility in all of this. I do not get upsst about thems developments any

wore. What appears to have coms to ;ass is only what I expectad. It ias perhaps Petter that
3% cooss nbout as it has, with o focus almod at Blawey rathwr ties the subject. If the
oozmities continues 1t victim will be tiue subject. The subjoet has Leen victiwiged less
then it can be, less that I belfeve 1% will be if the cou:ittse does mot wreck iteelf
over the Hlakey dissentlon. ’

Harik, moamwhile, 48 loudly wioring arcund again, nob culy witn the clwep shot Wy
ths Fiynt opecation, One bellef ic that Cregory wes the inspiration for that. But do you
need more than the experts to know it is, if we are lucky, ouly uureal?

i am writing to seelr wha informetion you mey be able to provide, your own irformatdon
snd reports that resch you, abont both the comaitiec end “urk's present operstions. I have
twe purposes, ocne oertain amd the othsr poacible.

©  For sure I waant s record for Mstorical purpeses. I will never write about this snd
can't find time for the writing I want to doe. The other is to be abls %o try to suide
develomments in this dianster, As you may hove boen sbls to cleerve, * bave not done this
aften, only when 1 baliewved it peosassry. ou csa lock back for yoursely and decids
whether or not I should havy and whether oF not I was righte

it appears that one of the major twrweils is over CIA and ¥BI staff olesrances. Merlin
mmmvegwahwglynmdmwabsutitm&att&wamﬁmcMedhamayath
sround thisw-in “etober 1956, wiich was loug agd. Ae e hud Bick and Tiny snd Bod. 1% wves not
necesoary and it was Tighting on the srong turf.

I have teisn imitiatives having nothing to do with the conuittes that say enable us
%o do some good thdngs in the Putwre, No tize to go into zore than one now: I have applied
for 7lynt's rewsrd, ac you dnow from whkat I've sent you. You may not see what this can
nnlte posaible but thers is s poszibdlivy in it.

By now slse porhaps you can see sowe velues in what 1 beliewe you recognize as
‘ shacntes in court. They are mot yet a dramstic hrcaicthrough but from immg and coetly
and aiffiouit sffors I think Jin aud I have zads very real jrogress and huve resabed some
pooples who in time mey court. I Bsve reached ens of whom you have ne inkling, ssparate
from suythingk in this letter or froz anything I've aver told you. (If I cen make it pow-
sible for Howard to oma to this area whon his clovkship enda it can maice 8 very izportant
dif erence, I'm making what effort I oan alens this line,) I have picied my battleground,
their strength, snd with vim's vonderful handling so winniuy consistently amd effeetively,
as long as you do not evalunte as wovies xms jresent realitiea.

Wel both have too mueh to do. if I 414 not think bdeing informed could be important I
would not be asiclng this bow. lope you will.Pest wishes,



