.One TV channel had this as lead fitem.

Atterney Lane Takes Offens;ve
In Contempt ,Charges Defense

y JAMES CHISUM =
) Auﬂmr-lawyer Markune scattering caustic remarks
as he defended himseif against contempt charges, yest:
. day declared he heiped Grace E. Walden, 62, move to Cali-
fornia after he concluded she couldn’t get Jjustice in Ten-:
nessee courts. ‘ g
" Perhaps heeding the adage that the batdefense isa-
strong offense, Lane took swings at other lawyers, mental
hospital offlcmls and Probate Court Judge Joseph W Ev- ’

- ans himself.
" ButEvans, presldmgat thehearmg tookthe contempt‘
charge under advxsement ) :

Institute at Bolivar, TemL, shortly after the murder, with a -
oprobate court f'mdmg that she was mentally mcompetent
= and a ward of the court. :
g Lane claimed during yaterdays lmnng tbat her -

‘commitment was a plot to suppress her testimony, earlier.
o3described as being that a man she saw running from the -
'boardmg house did not resemble James Earl Ray. Ray:
q,pleaded guilty of the murder in the fall of 1968 but has-

txymgsmcetdgetanewmal.l.anexshlscurrmt )
r-iattomey :
£ Mrs. Walden was released from the mental hospital -

: Statf Pho'o‘ :
pril 25 and sent to live in a sheltered boarding home in- . : :
gﬁemp!us, with lawyer Larry H. Nance as her guardian. Mark Lane At Hearing
scmfm she r:mmnedp:tm of thgehm been re- Despxte Lane’s insistence, the judge refused to take the
S On May 3, she left with Lane for California, who said ~ Stand:

“G4yesterday that she is mentally competesit and living hap- Tesufymg lnmself Lane said he met Mrs. Walden in

xplly there. - the late summet:'e orhearly %ll of dllgxnfm her bgrhlle;g
Nanoepetmmedmecwrttoholdunemcontempt and eventually her lawyer. He said he r to .
"afor removing Mrs. Walden from its jurisdiction. . but brutalized by her treatment at the Bolivar institution.

He charged that she wa:t;lgrugegd before Da television inter-
mmﬁu W.Mm“ﬂbm-wewwlymmyand t orris D. Cohen, superin- -
c,mlen t: mﬂldraw::';irs.Waldmsgmrdim After Nance tendent.of the institution, illegally arranged the interview.
3 iied Mhem“‘d“”d”md“““ wished, the JU44°  * But Cohen last night deaied that charge. “1 didw't ar-
Memps aitoroey Ditican T e g i e s, whioh was conducied 1 &
! eg session, was ina-
%ﬁ;‘.‘(&“"'& ‘3:? :speﬁ%%: :stg‘elrdayndmbyn Lanetohave. darkened room and did not show the patient’s face, as is’
®©  Lane sought without success to question Mike Law- mstomarymsuchmtemews,hemd.ﬂealsodelﬁedms. )
'chead,atelevision Dews reporter; LarryM Plant, a televi- Walden was drugged or brutnldu‘ed. “These statememshe
v sion cameraman, and Associated Press correspondent Les . makes areuntlm -Coben sai s Iaw £ sake
= Seago about a discussion of Mrs. Walden between himand _  Lane h;dretamefdaM&mp law mb\?Mr
£ Evans on the day he and Mrs. Walden left for California. -Steps to opgfa her relcase from e mstitution, bt Mrs.
> Thethreerefusel;ltoanswerqmm?‘::,gtztngthelws AR GRS emphis boarding home
- Tennessee “shield law,” which provi newsmen. Sy ; 1
answe tions their Margaret H. Tucker, perpe-
ﬁ‘i@:“f.’:d‘&m '&.‘*"ﬁw o‘}"E‘.‘. nﬁmﬁmmfst?;_ trgleﬁtfmdmﬁ!e cwrtbvfmhnstomformﬂlemdee
made to the Tennessee Court of Appeals. - that Mrs. Walden had legal counsel on April 21
. Failing to elicit the testimony he- wanted, from oY ?"sandwwhe:dh?;lkedmmm irs. Waldea after her
newsmea, Lans then pted to Evans a witnesss 4}, 3¢ he found that Nance was a callous and incompetent |
who had failed to provide adequate medical at-
on:and failed to protest her rights.
i Attlnspomt,hesa:d he realized that Mrs. Walden
" would not receive justice from Temnessee courts and
agreedtoherrequmﬂmtshebetakentoCahfonua.He
. said Evans had told him no law prohibited travelbyMrs.
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