>.__momo_ <<==mmm in King Case Gets New Guardian

By BRENT MANLEY
_Press-Scimitar $tat! Writer

El,r Lane, attorney ahd author who en:

tered Probate Court to answer a contempt

" citation for his association with a ward of
the court, waiked out as co-guardian of the
~ward — 8 woman who claims she saw the
,.namnma: of Dr. Martin Luther King.
. The appointment yesterday by Judge Jo-
-'seph Evans capped a day-long hearing
which at times bordered on the hysterical.
After Evans had put off ruling on the
contempt charge, Lane said: “I can't be-
lieve it.” Earlier, Lane had sworn he would
. not forcibly return’ the woman to Memphis
even if “I had to uua.a the rest of E< life

= in jail in Memphis.” : )

Eo was in court to answer a _K.ES
. for a citation contempt. He was accused of
" spiriting Grace Walden — the assassina-

tion witness — out of a boarding house in _

' Memphis and onto a plane for-Los Angeles.
Attorney Larry Nance — appointed Mrs.
Walden’s guardian by Evans when the

L H_ama nonr:.& her incompetent last month

- filed the petition. He claims Lane took
Mrs. Walden out of Shelby County without -
the knowledge or ‘consent of her nﬁn&n:

. or of the court.

. Lane has written several books on assas-
sinations and currently represents James -
Earl Ray, convicted assassin of King. He

.~ "said he met Mrs. Walden last fall at West-

‘ern State Mental Institution near Bolivar,
m._.m..s where the woman was confined for -,
10 ‘'years until her release last month. He
'described the woman as a “political pris-
‘oner” in Tennessee, having been locked up
gﬁo ‘she was the only person who saw

. swo *killed King. ;
i Lane said Mrs. Walden is currently liv- !
- ling with his family in Los Angeles.

* ' However, Nance's dismissal yesterday .
as Mrs. Walden's guardian actually gained

his consent. By the end of the protracted *

.‘hearing — which included considerable ar-

gument and shouting — Nance said he :

. .‘wotild agree to ..s_saﬁ_. the court sug-

gests.”
~ Evans told Lane:and another szo..n&._

Duncan wunwm&a of Zmav_.; to draw up
orders for their bEBEE_oi

S. Mrs. Walden.

* The ._E_no also told _b__u 8 na..:a the

.court later this week to schedule a compe-
8__2 __om_.:_m for Mrs. Walden, who Lane

‘said is in “superior” mental health. Evans

said he will rule on Lane’s.contempt cita-
ng following the competency hearing.
- Lane contended throughout the hearing
‘ that- Mrs. 2»52. s commitment to the :
v mental hospital in 1968 and. the court's
i judgment of her incompetency last month
..av_.nuoaan_ “a fraud ua:x&.-an on this
°—5~:
" He said that Mrs. Walden was not _dvna.
* sented by counsel as required by law, and’ ..
_ that hospital officials refused to allow an .’
outside psychiatrist to ES-.S«S the wom-
an before the hearing.
Lane said the woman needs no guardian;
because her commitment was illegal and "

because she was fraudulently ._252_ in- .

competent.

During the lengthy hearing Lane n_a
Nance frequently interrupted each other
‘and often appeared to _x 55« to a_o.:
-each other down.

" At one point, —.Eo Ser the stand to tes-’
tify for himself. Under cross-examination .
by Nance, Lane accused his adversary of -
mcosn part of the 8038.. on Mrs. S-_

en.

“You're a _E. ” shouted zES. at s_:nw
point Lane bounded from the !Bma asu
and, rushing over toward Nance, said

BBEA_E.,

. When Mrs. ip_%n
-phis, Lane said, “she will file massive law-

" Evans: ..U:_ you __oﬂ what he ‘said? I de-
Em.a an apology or I will protect myself.”

The judge mnao___a_.& zaan. s__a.

uo_enﬁ&

Lane called threé Boa_x..- on the press
ito corrobotate his testimony that on the
a-w he took Mrs. Walden to California he
‘spoke to-Evans and advised him of the ac-
“tion. Lane contended the judge had told
~him-there apparently: was no violation of
' the law in Mrs. Walden’s taking the trip.
TAll three media representatives — a re-

: porter"and. cameraman from WREG-TV .

and an Associated Press 8:.83:%.; —
declined to testify, claiming protection
 through the so-called “shield law” which

" protects newsmen and their sources.

Then, Lane attempted to. have Evans
~'take the stand to testify about the conver-
" sation. However, the judge refused, um«.:.u

-he .would have recused himself and testi-

fied had Lane a<n= him n%u:on notice of '
his EEES .

mﬁ:—. in .__..8:_5 —.-..o 3 schedule a,
‘time. for Mrs. Walden’s competency hear-
ing, told the. attorney of a court. rule that

‘the subject. must. be E.oSE &:.En all -

. such hearings.

" Lane said. 5«..82.%. _5!2.2, that
Mrs. Walden “will not return to Memphis

until she is declared competent, which he
-said will be moooauru_.& 93__&. medical
“testimony. = -
._oou ..n::.__ 8 Soa
‘suits against those. 3%3&!« nen _.2. :
_onp_ Eﬂnanszo: e
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