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before the nioety-fifth Congress was to vote on .m&m.mmm_.p.
ment of the Select Commitice for the life of that Congress,
or until the end of 1978, a poll was taken of the Congress
by those members whe favored the investization. Thej
dissovered that the establishing resolution would be de-
feated as long as Richard Sprague was counsel, Uf he
resigned, it was determined, the resoluticn would barely
pass. Spragug, saying that he had not come to Washinzten
to prevent an investigation into the two murders, resigned.
Tke resolution barely passed, and only after the commit-
tee's chairman on the foor during the debate assured the
members, in answering heated inquiries, that Sprague
would not te hired in zny capacity.

he intelligence organizations had won an important,
artial, victery. There was to be a commitice,

.
although

thers i

been removed. Only the inexcrable passage of time and .
events would reveal how much damage had been done to
the integrity of the investigation.

As these words are being written in Tennessee, hard by
the Brushy Mountain Pepitentiary, in Petros, where James
Earl Ray is incarcerated for a crime that newly discovered
evidznce suagests he did not commit, I have learned that
the FBI efused to make any of its files and docu-
ments available to the Select Comnmittee.

Following the publication of Code Name “Zorro” last
spring, James Earl Ray told me that it was the first book
on the subject that did not distort the facis sbout him. His
confidence in my work as an investigator led him to coa-
sider asking me to represent him. He had already fired

arnard Feasterwald, Yames Lesar, and their investigator,
Harold Weisberg, who in seven long years had failed to
sscure a trial for their client and failed, as well, 1 believe,
to upcover significant npew evidence in the case. Alter

Lesar had been fired, he continved to write {0
Cemmittee stating that bis client, James Farl R
not testify before that body. In subsequent meetings with
Ray, I urzed bim to consider testifying before the cominit-
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Quctaticn from “Letter from Birmingham Jail,” abridged from

py. 77, 78, 83-84, 62, 100 of “Leties Fruia fnglam

Jait'—Apeit 16, 1483 —in Why We Can't Wait by Mardn

Lutker King, Jr., copyright @ 1963 by Madtin Luther Kiuy, J& o
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before the nincly-fifth Congress wus to vole on cstablish-
ment of the Select Committee for the life of that Congress,
or until tte end of 1978, a poll was taken of the Congiess
by those members who favored the jnvest ticn. They

discovered that the cstablishing resolution would be de-
fenied as long as Richard Sprague waus counsel. If ha

resigned, it was determined, ihe resoltion would barcly
pass. Sprague, saying that he had uot come t0 Washingten
to prevent an investigation into the two murdess, resigned.
The resolution barely passed, and ooly after the commit-
tee's chairman on the foor during the debate assured the
members, in answering heated inquiries, that Sprague
would ot be hired in any cspacity.

The intelligence orgauvizations had won an important,

alihough partial, victory. There was to be a cammitiee,

there would be an investigation—but the investigator b
been removed. Only the inexosable passage of time and
events would reveal bow much damage had been done to
the integrity of the investigation,

As these words are being written in Tennessee, hard by
the Brushy Mountain Penitentiary, in Petros, where Jamces
Earl Ray s ibcarcerated for a crime that newly discovered
evidence suggests be did not commit, I have learned that
the FBI has refused to make any of its files and docu-
ments available 10 the Select Committee.

Following the publication of Code Name “Zorro” last
spring, James Earl Ray told me that it was the first book
on the subject that did not distoit the facts about him. His
confidence in my work as an investigator led him {o con-
sider asking me to represent him. He had alrcady fired.
Bermard Fensterwald, James Lesag, ¢ heir investi

ven lon

Harold Weisberg, who in se recars had failed fo
“gecure a trial for their cli :d, as well clizve
“to_uncover_sig aot_new_evidence io the case. After
Losar had been fired, he continued to write to the Select
Committee stating that his client, James Fail Ray, would
ot testify before that body. In subsequent meetings with
Ray, I urged bim to consider testifying before the commit-
tee.

Following Sprague’s induced resigiation, the Select
Committee began to founder. Ray had already agreed 1o
testily before the committee and he was impressed by
Sprague. He felt that if Sprague were able to secare the

curly

1

sey ”

Nuae

Caul

-
i

O

s

o

1y

LT

iscavered t
{ Jamues Lurl Ray that be did not

SC G

It

F77, ovic

e

N

3

1

the conteutior

_;
'S
3
e
g
4
o}

ay asked me to rep-
that he bad read this

t

that year Mr. R
Iy due 1o tbe fac

a¢ end ot

arl

foward t
him pri

N
resent I

inued and in-
ing,

I conti
murder of Dr. K

enaant,

book. As counscl for the del

B[N

ue, which was

available to 1

o

mportant and por-

Q

3

i
Vicnsi

the Hp

¢

CIVICW
r

4 in
paperback edition

o
=

ation into the

In November, 1977, I int

=%
-
o
-
w
2l

g

estl
CYCwilness

i

LIS

iGed my inv

aps Ve
Their starenrents are pub!

tens
h

3
H

and whic

for the

ally

en espec

Wriits

& the reader up to date
ficant events relative to the assss-

£

o

G

g

-

@

2
c
a6
-mru
o~ & M
nE Y
0 o5
E

1
&g
g o2
2%
o e
oEm
[
Lang

ehps
g
= =)

bsequent
ardeover

s b

red su
book in i

h occu

ic

h
318

igation, W
tion of U

184

invest
publi

S invi

it
inal

on and
origl

sinati
to the
edition.

Mark Lane




