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Ireo Critics
Cite Role
On Sprague

SPRAGUE, From Al

Lave and Vensterwalg have heen
working for months with Downing and

other members of Congress on the
creation of the eommitiee,
Shortly after the commitice was

created in September. Lane said that
“Downing tojd me he was considering
two peenle, B! Fepst erwald and me,
rwould he a tragedy,

You can nagine how tempted 1 was,

% but the media would have said, with
* abhsolute Jjustification,
mittee had already reached a conclu-

that the com-

sion.”

There has been considerable vagye.
ness untit now over the manner in
which Sprague was sefected, Tn an .
terview several days ago, for instancc,
Downing told a reporter that:

“Actually Spragtic’s name was sub-
mitted in a list offcred hy Congress-
man [Henry B.] Gonzalez, [ talked to
Henry about it Ilz doesn't kpew
vhere the name came from. , .But as |
looked imo it, I bheeame convinced
lhat.he {Sprague} was "2 best for the
job.? .

In that same interview, Downi-
also said that lane had never beg,,
considered. Qf Fensterwald, the cam-
miitee chairman said, “to say he was
never considered w "'t be right,
butTa Iot of people weje interested in
this thing.”

Aceording to Lane, however, Dovn.
ing gave up on F«cnsterwald With soma
reluctance. Lane said that when he
embhasized Fensterwald's role as
Ray's lawyer, Dowaing countered by
suggesting  that Fensterwald could
handle the Kennedy inquiry and Lane
the investization ot King's murder.,

“T* said, “No. no. that
coun!orprm!mli\jc.' “ Lane recalled
Yosterday i1 telehone intervien,
“Pve worked  tg hard  for whis,
U)rn\'uin', aide  Rick] Feeney said |
was being (oo selfisl, hut ] said, ‘No,
'm heing unselfish. I want an inmpar-
tial commitice (g say T was right »

Svbeequen oy, lLane said he and
Georee O lesanother Warren Com.
Wi~ wiolt Critie batied the question of
who should © ot (he job back and forth
over the telephone, Lane said he men-

i (he name of g hith-ranking
Fawyer in 1pe Aerican Civii Liher
ties Unian, 1y "lUeorie said, “We're

hotacally tatking ghout a civit Jiberta.
rhih, are wee Welre talkins abuut a
toush proseeutop? I said yeah.”

O Foole Hoalte came up with Sprg.
WS 0 B ne ol his promi.
e and sieee g donpeciad prose
O the g dees of United Mine
Worliers divspdpg Joek Yablinski,
les wate angg devaht ey

Tt sane s, ecither jo lite Sep.
Letithesr o carty Octalny apparently,
Lane went oy op (4, th Library of Con.
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PERNARD FENSTERIWYA
«++ Says he rejected job

gress. did some research on Sprague,
and “uly impressed, called him long-
distance. Lane said he made clear that
he was “ealling without vor{lolio” hut
asked Sprague, then in private prac-
lice in I‘hﬂadelphia, if hie would be in.
terested in the job.

“He said ‘the first thing you shouid
know is ihat I work for Atlen Spoc-
ter’ {former Philadelphia District At.
torney and ex-Warren Commission

'.,.)‘l}r;) LoRAD O ean

voyuLanqe Bussy g
T ok King¥ Taticcer, 1o 14571

recently, ) .
la addition, as head oi the private
samitiee o Investgate ASsassing
ms, Fensterwald abserved, v e said
Vrears thal the Warren Commissing
bl was i fairy story.”
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lawyer who authored the “Single—p jriew -

let theory”], 1 said, ‘T don’t see that as
a problem at gll. In oine week, you're
going to Lo up to vour hips in evi-
dence of conﬁﬁ'&yz » 1878

Finally, Lane recalied, Sprague safd
e would be interested only il Con
gress wanted a thorough investiation
rather than “a splash and a fe.. head-
lines.” ‘

Lane said he {hen talked {o moem-
bers of the committee including el
Walter i, Fauntroy D-D.CHL about
Sprague: got together with. ‘m in
Philadelphia, and shortly thereafier,
perhaps on Qct, 7, introduced him jn
sepatate meetingg hope with Famntroy
and Downing. Later, afier Lane lefi
for ather ehsagements, “he wep| oty
meet Gonzalez. e told me Tater, in
essence, that thes'd offered him the
jobr

Sprague woent on ihe COMNH en
bayroll as acting dircetor Ovte 7o He is
known as g toush. independeng Prose.
cutor and those wha have dealt wing
him in the past predicted Yoesteslyy
that he would conduet o {horgy hih
independept inquiry. Wain Hon Jaw
ver Josenh [ flauh drL wha warked
with Sprasge in the Yablonski kilf-
inus, caid e recommended the 1*hjja.
deiphian to Fauntvoy in the Strance )
terms, “Ie told o 1ot of camaeaagnen
e wae coing to e the hass and they
said okay,” Tiauh sard b thing he's

absolutely gregt
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