Desr Howard, ' 3/10/71

The enclosed copy of my today'a letter to Wayne Chastain is, of course, confi-
dential. Tou do not knew Wayne. + know and 1like him even though he tends to the parge
noidal on assaspinations. He is not maeking out well now that he is a lawyer, But he is
or rather one one of Memphia' best reporters. Heis a good persond, an honest POrson.
He would not make any of thia up. %e also would not exasggerate 1t,

Jim will not know until I can glve him coples, »

By happenstance Ken Brooten and I talked last week. I learned whon I phoned him
yesterday that he has already retwrned to Vaineville, Not anticipating any of this I
had written him with a sugzestion for Genzalez and when * phoned him yesterday 1 loft
the memsags that unless he is totally without intiorest now he should peak to you.

Yf the coumrdttee People 4 had k not known earlier Ken is the one who impressed me
as an hanest person, one who intemds to be honest,

If you can find time and if he will soe you I would like it if you could take the
time to disuuss this in #neralitios, not disclosdng the details sbout Hay but with
the details of the report about Bbm to mae if he either kmows anything about it or
has any idea that might be relevant to 1it,

Hem may not. But he may have some idegm. -

If he knows anything sbout the Lans operation with the comnittee, which is
probably largely Sprague - Lane called Gonzales visious after “onzalez criticied
Sirague and Ken was with Gonznleg - there 18 no detall that might not be important,

v I nusg tell you, but sgain in confidence, that Lane did make sone threats sgainst
‘4m after Am ¥as compelied, in fay's interest, to file chsrges against Lane with the
Sew York bar. He cluld face disciplining and more than earned it. “e has stordes for all
occasions, as fancy soeiety ladies have clothes. Jimu,'s account is that Lane came to see
him as ¥Freed's lawyer and left with some permissiofis Ivoi Jimny advserse to gimuy’s
interest, Fresd's publication, which 4 have, has Jimuy the agsassin with °9rry and
Stoner as co~conspirators '

With Leng in trouble with the bar and in Ms Wegest publizhing deal and given the
kind of wrecth he is hig relationship with what Weyne reports cannot be overlocked as
a poasibility,

That he is a running dog for officialdom, regardless of hov he conalders hinself,
I do not have to tell you.

That some of this can come only from the most intimate kind of surveillance I
aleo do not have to émphasize.

But Lane is not alone in facing the ruinous from Vim and me now.

If this information had been in Wayne's possession carlier I believe ho would have
agiced me about it earlier. From this I tend to sssume that it is fairly new to him.

Please bo both careful,and dlligent in anything yoa pay be able to do.

If there is another you can use, especially if he ean use the retumn address of
the law review, please try to get whatover Prentice-all (Englewood Cliffs, H.J.
07632) cen provide in response to coohing and asnahing! over their ad and their
a‘nouncement of the beok in Publishers Vookly. From all the puffery to a review copy
and the expocted pub date. Developments may have delayed it but there should have
becn bound proofs by now. Original pub date is less than 4 weeks away,

ﬂastily.



