11/12/771

Mr. @eorge Lardner
Newaroom
Washington Post
1150 15 S¢., W
Wash., D.C. 20008

Dear George,

I believe you asked me about the convention op moeeting of the Sputhern Historical
dascoiation at gw Orlesns. I've just heard from a profeesor friend who was there,

Lane did not show. s cooked up & pretty demeaning excuse. Frabricated is closer.
He and Mg had tried to rig 1t %o promote him. Bat it 414 not work out ﬁl&* way.

You will get a gopy of the prepared apsech that surmpunted Mrik's asick ego. I asked
Dr. Wyone tomaluacowandmds.ttayouuhmhomdemetom.mnoundﬁsrka
copy in advance, » proper professoxial oourtesy if not as direct a ohallenge as man is
eapahlovo!. , :

I the extremsly remote event that “aric could have mede satisfastory response to what-
ever Wrons said thers await Mark an extraordinarily fine and ss bright a young man named
Howard Roffman, Howaxd, about whom I confess prejudice, was the windup speaker, Not kad
for one of about 23 when the soademio worid boast so meny respectables, What young Howard
would have dene o0 Mark our selfless expatriate Washingtonian of such loftp principle
vould not in his least rational moment dave.

Bither of the twe would have been holy water to the avapire,

Both are responsibls people. Wrone is the pre-eminent bibliogrepher of politfoal
aasasgination, the only one who is really solid, He detssts ths irrssponaibles in the
field. ’

%uhnvohoardl-amlnldrerthonmhsd»sn!tmkunpmontoftbiaandhow
all his vork is to inform people entirely unselfishly. You even roported it without a
second source. (You might check the redorder of desds records and ses ¥ho cwns his bulliing. )

Uhen gone minths ago he was #till looking for these appearancea aud was promoting
ki & Wosk Code Name Tore he agresd to addvess the historieal assooiation without fare or
fee Dovaune it never pays either to anyons, not being struotured to be able to.

: : : &

He roceived Wrone's speech mowe time ago. ‘;lb vaited mntil a day or two defore the
mesting to phone or wive and ask vhere his ticket and honorarium were. He then declined -
to appear on the ground his fare and howorarimm wers not beAng paid.

He was invited by three historians all of whom glve the same aceount of his agreeing
to appear when they eould not pay him. Pecause he did not show up the ascholars mads a
report on his agreement to present with bis refusal and the alleged reason for it. I lmow
Wrone's coumand of the literature so I can guess tiat he had a thoroughly accurate and
documentad speech.

I've told you all along that despite his airs Lane’s color ia yellow, that he will
eppear vith g captive audionce or a sat-up dut not with a raal adversary. And that he
lucks through an awful lot, like no coverage in this cmse.

Sincerely,



