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ATERGATE was a blackmail plot to bring down President Richard Nixon.’
The CtA set it up and then leaked the story to the Washington Post and other

The original intent was to eontrol the Pruldmﬂ:y. But Nixon fought

of him

back vici lyand it b

‘What developed was a game of double bfu:kmul On the one side was the CIA and its
powerful backers — all of the opinion that Nixon's popularity had gone to his head, making
him a dangerous man. On the other side was Richard Nixon and his advisors, fnmucally

gathering “‘dirt” on the CIA.

What Nixon wanted was documented proof of what he already knew — that the CIA had
tried to murder Fidel Castro and that the Cuban dictator, with help from the Russians, had
retaliated by Killing President John F. Kennedy. He also knew the names of the politicians,
government officials and CIA agents who masterminded the assassination cover-up,

But Nixon couldn’t get his hands' on the documents he needed — and he fellr

This is what was really going on in Washington during those desperate days from June 17,
1972, the night of the Watergate burglary, until August 9, 1974, when Nixon resigned.

And this is what Nixon hinted at in his recent televised interviews with David Frost when
he said, *‘I gave 'em a sword. And they stuck it in, and they twisted it with relish. And I guess

if I'd been in their position,
[’da done the same.”

In truth, Nixon had tried
his best to do “‘the same.”
But the CIA thwarted him at
every move; disobeyed direct
orders from its President; and
refused to hand over in-
criminating evidence about
its role in the JFK assassina-
tion which Nixon could have
used against the intelligence

necy.

Not that Nixon was so
dedicated to getting the truth
before’ the American people.
His only real concern was in
preserving his power and
saving his skin.

This is the long suspected
connection between the
assassination of President
Kenncdy and Watergate.
MIDNIGHT/GLOBE’s
source of information is
Frank Sturgis — the only man
thus far identified as playinga
major part in both national
political disasters.

As a high ranking intelli-
gence officer, Sturgis served
in Castro’s government,
partook in plots against the
dictator’s life; and spied for
the American government.
And as a member of the White
House plumbers, he was one
of the five burgiars appre-
hended breaking into the
Democratic National Head-
quarters in the Watergate

complex.

Further, it was Sturgis,
testifying before the Senate
Watergate Committee, who
spoke publicly of a connec-
tion between Jack Ruby and
Lee Harvey Oswald. And it
was Sturgis who reported

knowledge of a meeting in-
volving Castro and Ruby, at
which the assassination of
President Kennedy was dis-
cussed.

Sturgis claims these facts
were well known to both the
CIA and to President Nixon

Killing And

in the summer of 1972.

The CIA had the docu-
ments to prove it. Nixon had
the knowledge, passed on to
him by his predecessor,
President Lyndon B. John-
son. Until June of 1972, the
CIA and the President had

been ible to live in harmony
_with this information.

But says Sturgis, a rift
between Nixon and the
Central Intelligence Agency
had long been brewing.
Behind them both stood an
omaipotent lobby of influen-

“tial Americans, identified by

Sturgis as dealing in foreign
relations — *‘a powerful, in-
fluential group which even
controtled the CIA and the
President.”

This group now feared that
Nixon, riding an incredible
wave of popularity, was feel-
ing too independent and no
longer in need of their sup-
port.

These powerful men and
certain officials within the
CIA decided that black-
mailing the President was the
best way to control him.

And so the Watergate plot
was hatched.

The CIA, of course, knew
all about Nixon's White
House plumbers. In fact,
Sturgis revealed for the first
time, he had been recruited
for the plumber unit by a CIA
agent. Now all the CIA
needed was for the burglars to
get caught.

Sturgis believes that James
McCord, oné of the burglars,
was secretly working for the
CIA. McCord was the man
who ‘‘carelessly’” left the
tape on the door at the Water-

gate complex. The tape that-

night watchman Frank Wills
found and which led to the
arrest of the five plumbers.
‘“‘McCord was in contact
with the CIA,” Sturgis told
MIDNIGHT/GLOBE. “‘It is
in the records where he had

How Kennedy Brothers Courted

ack Kennedy’s tragic death was a political suicide —
brought on by his own mistakes as surely as if Kennedy had
pulled the assassin’s trigger himself, says a provocative new
book.
Long before Watergate, JFK and his brother Bobby set up
a secret network of political dirty tricksters that made Nixon's
“‘plumbers’’ look like Santa’s elves. And it was the Kennedys’
own ruthiess pian to efiminate three foreign leaders that even-
tually cost JFK his life, argues journalist-author Victor Lasky
in It Didn’t Start With Watergate,’’ just published by The
Dini Press.
Lam) is a nmed conservative journalist, author and syndi-
He has prlZsbed seven books works
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of the dirtiest contests in Amecican political history, he writes.
Among other things, the victorious Kennedy machine: bugged
Nixon’s hotel room before the first TV debate; used reverse
psychology by distributing anti-Catholic literature to Catholic
voters; and started a convention rumor that Lyndon Johnson —
then Jack's chief rival for the nomination — had suffered a
heart attack.

After the election, says Lasky, the Kennedys tapped the
resources of the federal government to broaden their power.
They used the IRS, FBI and CIA in a massive campaign to
harass and neutralize their ‘“‘enemies,”” who included Nixon
Jjournalists Jim Bishop and Walter Winchell, and Martin
LLﬂ’l“" King. ,

Jut the two brothers made a fatal blunder when they began
imi fore!vn Ieaders, Lasxy bell 'es.

h the Cuban :Lc:a'a.ﬂ W

called Op which
work for a plot to assassinate Castro.

But ‘‘the intended target, Castro, was well aware of who
was out to get him,”’ says Lasky, and the Cuban dictator
warned ‘‘the Kennedy administration that it would fiad itseifin
danger if it continued,”” saying ‘¢ ‘United States leaders should
think that if they are aiding terrorist plans to eliminate Cuban
leaders, they themselves will not be safe.’ ™’

The Kennedys, meanwhile, were busy elsewhere. With
their backing, two foreign leaders of supposedly friendly coun-
tries — Trujillo of the Dominican Republic and Diem of South
Vietnam — were brutaly slain.

Just three weeks after Diem’s murder, and only two
montis after Castro’s warning, Kennedy was gunned down i
Dalias.

““Robert Kennedy was 2moticnally devs_;t:;ted b» the pos-
that the efforts hie ifavnched "x 3 i &
f his b“]JVEd brother,” says L

y laid the ground-

-



Watergate

written fetters to the Central
Intelligence Agency in-
forming the Agency of
plumber activities. They were
involved up to their eyeballs.

“'While we were in jail,
before we got out on bond,"
Sturgis continued, *‘there
was a CIA official who went

over to McCord's house and .

destroyed all memorandum
and documents pertaining to
McCord’s connection with
the CIA. Lee Pennington was
the man who did this — it’s in
the record.”

The CIA's next step was to
leak the story to the press.

This is where Carl Bern-
stein and Bob Woodward, the
Washington Post reporters,
became involved. Their
secret source of information
was a man identified only as
“Deep Throat.”” Piece by

piece, the informant put them
on the right track — a track
which ran from the ‘‘third
rate’”” Watergate burglary to
the "Number One" man in
the White House.

“‘Deep Throat,”” says
Frank Sturgis, was really
Robert Bennett, president of
a Washington organization
called the Mullins Co. A
score of independent Water-
gate investigators have also
fingered Bennett as the
anronymous source, ‘‘Deep
Throat.”

“It's on record,” says
Sturgis, *‘that the Multins Co.
was used as a CIA front to
pay its undercover agents.
Bennett was very well ac-
quainted with certain CIA
officials and I suspect that
Bennett himself was a CIA
agent.

Death

“*Speaking off-the-record to reporters at his Texas ranch
shortly after he took over the presidency, Lyndon Johnson said
that his predecessor’s death could be considered ‘some kind of
terrible retribution’ for the deaths of both Diem and Tru.

jille.”

Was Johnson hinting that Fidel Castro had been terrorized
into action by the Diem and Trujillo murders, fearing he was

next?

Apparently. For Lyndon Johnson later confided to TV

newsman Howard K. Smith,

“I will tell you something that

will rock you. Kennedy was trying to get Castro, but Castro

got to him first,”

Just how close Kennedy ¢ame to getting Castro first, his-

tory may never reveal.

But Victor' Lasky offers this food for thought: “A long-
secret CIA report observed, ‘Itis likely that at the very moment
President Kennedy was shot, a CIA officer was meeting with
a Cuban agent and giving him an assassination device for use

against Fidel Castro.’ ”*

*“In fact, Bennett appeared
before the Senate Watergate
Comnmittee and under oath he
stated that he did know the
Washington Post reporters
and bad met them seéretly to
pass on information damag-
ing to the Nixon administra-
tion."

But if the CIA's sole intent
was to blackmail the Presi-
dent in order to control him,
why did the plot proceed to
the point where Nixon was
forced to resign?

The answer, says Sturgis,
is simple. Nixon fought back.
Heattempted to retaliate with
a blackmail scheme of his
own.

This involved securing
documents to prove that the

‘I believe
Charles Colson
had knowledge

of the erasing
of the tape’

"CIA had planned to assassi-

nate Fidel Castro and that
Castro  had murdered
Kennedy in return.

Where were these docu-
ments? Unfortunately for
Nixon, they were in the files
of the CIA.

And so the President, Stur-
gis contends, went about
trying 10 secure these docu-
ments.

He couldn’t march up to
the CIA headquarters and
request the incriminating
folders. Instead, he de-

manded the complete,
massive CLA files on the Bay
of Pigs, the Cuban Missile
Crisis and the JFK assassina-
tion.

**Nixon knew the CIA was
the cause of many of the leaks
that were going on. And he
knew the situation was very,
very bad. So he felt that if he
could get the American peo-
pie more interested in reveia-
tions pertaining to the Bay of
Pigs, the Missile Crisis and
the JFK assassination, he
could override what was hap-
pening with Watergate.

‘‘What's more,” Sturgis
says, “*he was going to tryand
trade off with the CIA. Once
he began leaking damaging
information about the CIA,
he felt he could get them to
stop leaking information
pertaining to the Watergate
scandal.

“*Double blackmail™ —
that's what you can call it,
Sturgis told"MIDNIGHT/
GLOBE.

*To get the stuff on the
CIA, Nixon had to go to the
head man, CIA director
Richard Helms. But Heims
knew what specific facts
Nixon was after and refused
to hand over the files. -

*‘After several attempts to
get what he wanted, Nixon
fired Helms and replaced him
with James Sclilesingar.

**He thought that Schlesin-
ger. was his man, but he found
out that even Schiesinger
couldn’t control the files.
Schiesinger couldn't get the
files because all of Heims’
people were still in control,

**Finally, Nixon removed
Schiesinger and put William
Colby inas CIA director. But
he still couldn't get those
files.

**‘Remember this was a
Presidential Order. Here is a
President of the United States
ordering an intelligence agen-
Cy to give him certain things,
and would you believe, they
refused. Always, their first

Far Left: DAVID FROST
and Richard Nixon after
taping interview for TV.

Above: CONVICTED
burglar James McCord
Jr.

Left: E. HOWARD HUNT
during investigations.

concern is for the CIA.""

Nixon's persistent efforts
continued to antagonize the
CIA -Z until finally the deci-
sion was made to destroy him
completely. What started as
political blackmail was to end
in political murder.

Says Sturgis: ““They
wanted to control Nixon and
when they found out they
couldn’t, they opened the

floodgates that led to Water-,

gate and Nixon's resigna-
tion.”

Sturgis told MID-
NIGHT/GLOBE that he has
‘‘some proof, some docu-
mentation’’ that what he is
saying is fact. But the best
proof, he maintains, was
probably on the 18 /2 min-
utes of tape recorded in the
Oval Office on June 20, 1972,
and somehow mysteriously
erased.

Most Watergate observers
blame Nixon for the *‘gap’” in
the recorded conversations.
They contend that there were
self-incriminating statements
made.

‘Nixon knew
the CIA was
the cause

of many of
the leaks’

Not so, says Sturgis. He
believes the missing conver-
sations **would show that the
CIA was trying to destroy the
power of the President.’”
That, in effect, the tapes
would have helped Nixon,
not hurt him.

After all, on June 23, 1972,
there-is an intriguing portion
of the tapes on which Nixon
states: “'If it gets out that this
is all involved, the Cuban
thing, it would be a fiasco. It
would make the CIA look
bad, it's going to make Hunt

was in
contact
with the

CIA..he

informed
the Agency
of plumber
activities’

(E. Howard Hunt, White
House plumber) look bad,
and it is likely to blow the
whote Bay of Pigs thing which
we would think would be very
unfortunate — both for the
CIA and for the country, at
this time, and for American
foreign policy. Just tell him
(L. Patrick Gray, FBI direc-
tor) to lay off.”

An obvious reference to
Nixon's own ‘‘blackmail
plot?”" Sturgis thinks it is.
And he thinks that the 18 1/2
minutes of missing tape
would have been even more
to the point.

But if Nixon didn’t erase
the 18 1/2 minutes of tape,
who did?

“1 believe that Charles
Colson (special . White
House counsel to Nixon) had
knowledge and possible in-
volvement in the erasing of
the I8 1/2 minutes of tape and
I think there’s evidence to
that effect,” Sturgis told
MIDNIGHT/GLOBE. *'1
think that [ have knowledge
of the person who actually did
the erasing, but { can't men-
tion his name.

“‘I can only tell you that the
erasure was not done at the
White House, it was done
someplace else. by electronic
means. It was a professional
job.”

More intriguing still is
Sturgis' belief that a second
copy of the tape may exist.
He knows how the CIiA
works. He believes that a
duplicate tape would have
been made and hidden away.

If the missing conversation
on the tape would have
benefited Nixon. why dida't
he recount what was said for
the American people?

“*Nixon probably didn't
remember what was said,”
Sturgis answered. "‘Remem-
ber he made millions of feet of
tape over the years. And
without the physical evidence
— the tape — who would
have believed him, if he had
remembered?”*

Watergate, like the assas-

sination of President John F.
Kennedy, was not what it
seemed.
T Frank Sturgis was a
‘‘soldier’” in both of these
secret wars. He believes that
Richard Nixon lost and
President Kennedy lost, and
most of all, that the American
people lost.

And- he believes that the
whole truth is still to be told.
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VIVIAN, who is Maude's TV side-
kick, is a lot smarter than she looks.
Beneath that dizzy smile and scat-
tered brain Is a Phi Beta Kappa
inteliect and aiso a 4-time married

woman.

“l worry sometimes that people will
see me only as Vivian,”” Rue McClana-
han, who portrays her, told MIDNIGHT/
GLOBE through a spokesman. *‘I'm
really much deeper than anyone thinks."

She’s an e xpert in archaeology. astron-
omy and history and she's an absolute
demon at chess, as Bea Arthur, Maude
herself. can attest.” After six years of
chess with Rue on the set. Bea is still

looking for her first victory.

Rue. 43 probably will get a show of her
own before she loses to Bea. Miss Arthur
wants next season to be the last for
and all three networks are
already in line, checkbooks in hand,

“*Maude.”

ready to woo Rue.

Another of Rue’s ironies is that in real
life she’s the equal of Maude in the
matrimonial category. On the show. the
strong-willed Mrs. Findlay is in her
fourth marriage. Offstage, so is Rue.

After three less than perfect unions
with actors. Rue diversified her interests
in November and married a real estate
investor. Gus Fisher, in Studio City.
CA.

**Our wedding looked like something
straight out of ‘Maude." ™ she recalled.

**Norman Lear (the producer) got up and

recited some poems and sen-
timents, and Bea was my
matron of honor. A lot of the
guests were from the cast and
crew. The only thing missing
was the cameras, and there
were some of those waiting
for us outside.™

A native of Oklahoma. Rue
came to New York from the
University of Tulsa. where
she had been elected to Phi

Beta Kappa, which is the
honorsoc’  "irexceptional
students.

Rue moved easily into roles
of intelligent, organized
women. She said she decided
to become hare-brained, dis-
organized Vivian Harmon for
two reasons.

“First, 1 thought Norman

Lear was d man with some--

thingto say.” she says, *and,

Alen 5. Marshall.
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RUE MCCLANAHAN, who piays Vivian on the TV sh
is seen here with her fourth husband, Gus Fisher. The lady is no
dummy in reat life.

Maude’s Pal A
Phi Beta Kappa

‘Scatterbrain’

‘I worry sometimes
that people will see
me only as Vivian.I’'m
really much deep
e PR ) :

“‘cure’’ for cancer — is # kil-
der. It contains cyanide — a

ki 255 &4
Laetrile — the controversial

THE "“ESCAPE” of James Earl Ray and his
recapture look Hke a phony, fishy deal — part of the
conspiracy to cover up the truth aboutthe assassination
of civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr."

So believes the foremost investigator of that killing,
Mark Lane, former member of the New York State
Legislature, director of the Citizens Committee of inquiry,
and author, with Dick Gregory. of the recent book about the
King murder, "*Code Name Zorro,” published by Prentice-
Hail. : .

Without even having time to figure out all the angles and
what they mean, Lane. who interviewed Ray several weeks
ago in prison. told MIDNIGHT/GLOBE immediately after
Ray’s recapture:

“Two things about the so-calied escape are extremely
peculiar.

I visited-thar prison. Brushy Mountain state peniten-

diary, in Tennessee as recent-
ly as April 23 and talked to the
warden. 1t is-a maximum-
maximum security prison and

the warden told me he had a
special watch made of Ray.
Even to enter as far as the
prison library. where I inter-
viewed Ray. | had to pass two

‘Just before

the killing

Dr. King’s

police guard

was reduced

sets of armed glards and five
separate sets of steel doors;
from ten men
to two’

FA
ow “Maude,” when one set opens. another
set is closed.

“'Ray came to meet me
there from the bowels of the
prison and I don’t know how
many more guards had 10
check him through.

"*That makes it very
strange that this watched,
guarded man could escape.
The second thing difficult to
understand is why six others
chose to try to escape with
him. It doesn't make sense. If
one of those prisoners had
made a break on his own.
well, they might send out a
bloodhound and a couple of
officers to look for him — but
with Ray, it has to be packs of
bloodhounds, every available
man, helicopters. the whole
works,”

Lane believes there is visi-
ble the shape of an FBI piot
behind much that has hap-
pened to Ray.

“Every time | have seen
Ray.™ he said. **he told me,
*If 1 could get the FBI file |
could break the casé.’ ** Lane
contends Ray's legal de-
fenses have been poorly pre-
pared, with every appeal lost.
Ray's former attorney was
against the Congressional
select’ committee 1o investi-
gate the assassination, while
Lane contends Ray's only
hope is to testify before that
committee.

The late FBI director, 3.
Edgar Hoover, nursed a
hatred of Dr. King so great he
attempted to force the civil
rights leader to commit sui-
cide by threatening him with
scandal. This fact was re-
vealed in hearings of the

Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence.

Whoever masierminded
the jailbreak plot. Ray lent
himself to it out of despair.
without even considering
what may have been behind
it. Many people believe it
could have been a devious

S e

Overdose Of Laetrile

deadly poison. It has killed 2
baby who accidentally swal-
lowed several leetrile pills, the
first on record.

An estimated 55,000 Ameri-
cans are taking the Laetrile
drug in hopes that it will cure
their cancers. Despite re-
peated warnings that Leetrile
is ineffective and dangerous,

=+it’s now been legalized in seven

states.
“‘That’s a tragedy,” Dr.
Victor Herbert of Columbia
University toid
MIDNIGHT/GLOBE. “We
haven’t begun to see the
amount of damage that this
thing can do ifit’s not stopped.
“Laetrile treatment is not

s

Dr. Herbert, a professor at
the Columbis Coliege of
Physicians and Surgeons in
New York, talked to
MIDNIGHT/GLOBE the day
after authorities reported the
first death directly attributs-
bie to Laetrile. !

Elizabeth Hankin,
10-month-old daughter; of

Page 4= IONIGHT/GECBE-ily's: 4977

. just. quackery, it’s purder.’

Dale R. Hankin of Attica,
N.Y., became Laetrile’s first
known victim when she some-
how got hold of her father’s
pills and swallowed several.
She died three days later in
Children’s Hospital at Buf-
falo, N.Y., of cyanide poison-
ing and resuiting irreversible
brain damage, .



‘.where |

_two sets of

steel doors’

STRANGE
OF JAMES

RAY’S

get led and this

planto
close his meuth ferever.

But Ray was. he felt. ina
hopeless position. with the
select committee being at-
tacked in sections of the
press. and little hope of new

Hankin, a cancer sufferer,
had obtained the drug in Mex-
ico earlier this year, and had
been treating himself with it,

Hospital authorities toid
MIDNIGHT/GLOBE - that
when Elizabeth was first ad-
mitted to an emergency room
her family said ‘“she had an
overdose of vitamins,'’ -

investigation. Lane related:
“The last time Ray talked to
his brother J=rry. just a week
ago. he told Jerry. "I feet
there’s no hope now of get-
ting the facts out: I'lt have to
try some other way.” Jerry
didn’t realize at the time that
he might mean an escape
attempt.”  ©

Lane feels that Ray,
serving a 99-year term for the
King murder, was framed:
that there was actually a
conspiracy to get rid of Dr.
King and that others were
involved: that the FBI at best
was reluctunt to pursue the
case vigorously. And that the
police in Memphis, where the

Kills Little Baby Girl

‘‘Laetrile is sometimes
labeled Vitamin B-17, which is
false,” Dr. Herbert explained.
“It’s not a vitamin. It’s a
cyanogen — that is, a cyanide
generator. Cyanide is deadly.

“If you take enough cyanide
to kill your cancer cells, it will
kill you along with them.””

°Dr.- Eliot Ellis, the

interviewed Ray,
I had to pass

armed guards
.five sets of

WEARY,
HUNGRY
AND

WITH MUD,

Ray,
convicted
Killer of ~
Dr. Martin
Luther King
Jr., is led
back to
prison by
Warden
Stonney
Laine.

tragic shooting occuried on
April 4, 1968. were lax. He
cites that just beforé the
assassination Dr. King's
police guard was reduced
from 10 men to two. And at

the moment.of the shot, one |

of those .two couldn't be
found.

Ray’s hiding place was §
snuffed out by a bloodhound. i§

after three full days at large. §
He was found in a wooded §

COVERED }

James Earl i
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area less than five miles from §§8

the prison. under a pile of §
feaves he had pulled over®

himseif. Dirty, unshaven and

hungry. he put up no resis- §

tance. saying to his captors,
INow | fee! good.™

Children’s Hospital physician
who fought for days to save
Elizabeth’s life, added his own
warning:

“‘As Laetrile is used increas-
ingly in this country we're
going to see more of this.””

Laetrile was first developed
in 1925 and has been plugged

repeatedly as a cancer ‘““cure’’.

-- And best of all, you’ll get the bargain of the
year: 20 issues of MIDNIGHT/GLOBE, America’s
most informative, entertaining tabloid for only
$3.95 (That’s less than 20 cents per copy) delivered
reguiarly to your door.

4 Prizes of $50,000
164 Prizes of $1000
14,952 Prizes of $25

New drawing every week

...A MIDNIGHT/GLOBE Subscription
At Bargain Rates Makes You Eligible

|It's Free: Each Subscriber Gets A Ticket |

SUBSCRIPTION BONUS: Your copy of MID-
NIGHT/GLOBE will contain EXTRA pages (not
fouand in, newsstand coples) packed full of recipes,
games, puzzles and contests that you can enter for
EXTRA cash prizes.

You could be on easy street if your sweepstakes ticket
is one of four with a lucky $50,000 number. Even if you
don't win a top prize, your ticket could be one of the
164 drawn for S1000. and, of course there are 14,952
$25 prizes as well. Each ticket is good for one drawing
and you could win one of 15,120 possible prizes.

" Few lotteries offer such favorable winning odds as this Canadian
Lottery. With mast, the odds of winning a big prize can be as
high as 4,000,000 or 3,000,000 to one. But your chances of win-
ning in the Mini-Loto start at 250 to ane — and that's one of the
best lottery bargains available.

MIDNIGHT/GLOBE MM-3(J), P.O. Box 11, Rouses Paint, N.Y. 12979

Yes, | want a chance to win $50,000, $1,000 or $25 by becoming a subscriber. |
! $3.95 (check, oy order or cash) for 20 issues of MIDNIGHT/GLOBE.
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)
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Address

City
State Zip

This otfer expires on July 31, 1977, is non-transferable and void where prohibitad by law.
Ptease allow 5 weeks for dvlnvory of first issue. i
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