Dear Paul, W &/25/6

Aficcording to 8 call from Les Payne yesterdsy evening the Abjy Mann operation
now inclues Lane, Freed et al.

Last week I heard from a good source that Lane was working, if that is the word,
with the Black Caucus on King.

Simple enought he's wrecked everyone who would listen to him on JFK eo he has to
turn to something elee.

Freed can't reise the money for his own movie, 30 he's doing what he can with
Mann, as I've known for a while,.

They can excite anyone who does not knpw anything and of this I fear the Playboy
pPlagiarisms can hurt me. .

So it all goes together, like poison end Avy.
Les end I discussed what we may do. Vo'l see.

1 don'% kunow what kind of person Mann is. “e has not called me, He can't do eny
regearch &% ali without knowing of me so I presume those scavengers huave picked down
to the bone and have left poison.

I believe I once suggesbted to you that you might find en occasion to discuss this
with Vene's son.

There is a iiumit to whet I can do besidem keeping the grindetone turning. However,
the time is going to have to come when I meke arrangements for doing something. Yim,too,
is very limited in time. He lacks experience in this kind of law. We have alrendy disw
cuscod obtaining co~counsel for some Cases.

With ABC, Af there is a nced, I doubt thers would be a problem because there is
money et AEC and if they steal, with Freed and lLane involved, as I can aslready prove
they ere, i've got the rscords, This 4s something Vane really should understand. You
see Fréed ptarted on Ms King kick with me. That fell through when he wanted me to sign
a ldeense Tor ple in the akye. The correspondence is extensive, including e law fimm
he got &t one point. And I've more,

Lans is a professional plagiarist and again 1've an abundance of recoxrds. I've even
got the egomanisc on tape justifying steeiing., “e actually @id it on a show I gave him
before I realized how sick he is - and how crooked,

Recorde and track mecords will not be the problem if there is any thkévery and with
ABC's money i doubt getiing a lawyer will be.

There is also another espect for ABC: will they have what they could have, if thoy
want & good movie. They won't.

What may be worse is what can happen to them after they have it all in the can.
Lane, Freed and Mann will Bave no way of knowing because I'm not telling and I'm the
one who has beon doing it and is going to be doing it. They have been trying for months
to pdok it up and can't. What 1've done in the past is not hard. But the present only &
few people know and tfey wonlt talk to whores. I deal only with decent people end I've
cut myself off from the others. Beve for yeers. They've been trying with Les &nd they've
been trying to pump the people I've turned over to him and he has done so remexkably
well with, If it was working how do you think I d know? Les is not only a fine human
bedng and a first-rate investigative reporter, fie is also a very,very sharp man and an
honest and brave one,

I presure that euccess out there requires an ability to aveid soruple. “onetheless,
I'd appreciate a rundown $n Mann as a perscn. The time mey come soon when I'11 need it.



There is also the question of Jim, all the dmpald vork he's dome, fine work, and
all he is doing.

They don't know me if they think I'1l not do anything and everything I can if they
rip Jin off,

You've met him and you know how I feel about him,

What I've never been able to understand about Hollywood types, whother they be
out there or in Chicage or New York is that they never learn how much easier and cheapod
and better it is not to stesal.

Yeanwhile, I've been making time on the court responses, Yesterday I completed
the drafts of a series of long affidavita, Until Jim gets back and has time to read
them I'1i~not know what he plans and wants. There may rot be tiwe for what I want
if 1t has to conform with his perfectiorigm, My desire is to lay it all out in the
most direct and pointed confrontation under ozths, what ,Im celled with Rankin the
Battle of the Affidavits. v

Todey I'll start reading and correcting them. I think it is posaible I41,will be
able to retype them before “im retums, depending on how long it taikes for her new
typewriter it reslly the new one wa've bought. Yesterday they brought the third,

a losner until they get the new one right. The keyboard on this ons is not identical.
That slows her down some.

I've no doubt about the c#ntent, Hor have I any about the importance this can have
to the FOIA and any future efforts to emasculate it. The only ones of the many pecple
Involved who have even met me are Dugen end Wiseman, both of whom you've seen. Well,
baby=face, toughw~guy FEI Agent Wiseman has backed off, This time they filed an affidavit
by one of bis colleagues and tearing it up was mimple. So were proving lies, irrelevanciea,
perjury and a lack of either first-person knowlcdge or the cleim of it. Eere the great
importance of my court of appeals victory can have meaning. That court ruled that in
these casee of grecat historical intorest firsteperson is requived if and when aveilable.

I'm overjoyed that my analysis of the right wey to deal with the Nader disaster
seems to have been precisely correct, The begimning of the raw material part is done.
There now remains the job of putting it all together, first in the form of an exhibit
and then with an asxplanstory afiidavit.

By the time Jim veturns I'1l have the egiivalent of & bock ready end ccuntless
appendixes availeble,.

Here ihe real question is time, We uonnt have it.

¥What I'm going to do to a long strong of IV lewyers, including the head of the
Office of Frofessicaal Responsibility, is not common in this history of govermment
lawyers. What I did ysaterday and the day bafore on five or six i3 all in one draft
and I believe is poverful. I wae &ble %o fip into files and come out with their own
records eddressing even intent to violate the law, their own memos on this.

Please try to let me know the kind of person Mann mm is and 1f ydu can, .,peak
to Eenn's son,

‘Best‘



